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Introduction

· Over the next few weeks I want to get into the mindset of Easter and what it means to our Christian walk.  

· We talk about Easter as a time to celebrate the resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ. This week, I want for us to begin to prepare our hearts for what God wants us to experience this Easter Season 2009.

· This week I want us to get focused on the mind of Christ and place ourselves in the sandals of Jesus.

· I want us to take the journey that Jesus had taken before the final day on the cross.

· Following Jesus isn’t easy; sometimes it requires sacrifice and self-denial. Neither of these words are popular in today’s society. 

· The Easter Season is a time to reflect what Jesus endured for all mankind.  All that Jesus thought about us, His love and compassion for us and to remind us of the difficult road Jesus endured for you and me. 

· Easter is a time to reflect on our purpose in life.

· Are we willing to lay aside ourselves, our ambitions, our wants, and our desires in order to follow Jesus who laid aside his own desires for us at the cross?

· Let us look at some scriptures this morning and begin our journey to the cross with Jesus.

(NKJV) Luke 13 1 There were present at that season some who told Him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 2 And Jesus answered and said to them, “Do you suppose that these Galileans were worse sinners than all other Galileans, because they suffered such things? 3 I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish. 4 Or those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them, do you think that they were worse sinners than all other men who dwelt in Jerusalem? 5 I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish.” 6 He also spoke this parable: “A certain man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came seeking fruit on it and found none. 7 Then he said to the keeper of his vineyard, ‘Look, for three years I have come seeking fruit on this fig tree and find none. Cut it down; why does it use up the ground?’ 8 But he answered and said to him, ‘Sir, let it alone this year also, until I dig around it and fertilize it. 9 And if it bears fruit, well. But if not, after that you can cut it down.’”

1) Repentance brings acceptance.
a) Shout… Jesus help me to reflect on your goodness in my life.
b) Shout…Lord help me to examine my flaws and give me strength to change.
c) People believe that good things happened to good or righteous people, while bad things always happened to bad people. 
i) It’s like a punishment from God. 
d) Look what Jesus says…verse 2 and 4.
i) The response of Jesus!  “I tell you, No! But unless you repent, you too will all perish.”
e) Sometimes we find ourselves pointing fingers at people.  We say they are getting what they deserve. 
f) Examples… When the tsunami hit (Thailand, Malaysia, India) it was so easy to point out all the Muslims and Buddhists affected in the area and say, “this must be a punishment from God for rejecting Jesus.” When hurricane Katrina hit…it was a punishment from God for all those casinos and shady establishments. Or perhaps we hear of someone contracting HIV/AIDS and automatically jump to the conclusion that the person must have contracted it because of their sin, either through homosexuality or promiscuity. In other words they are getting what they deserve because of their sin, its God’s punishment for them. 
g) Easter should represent repentance and freedom from an old lifestyle and bad habits.
h) Jesus confronted the same issues in this story.
i) Jesus wanted to teach his followers not to judge others.
ii) We must realize our own guilt and our own sin, and that God judges us all equally. 
iii) Don’t make the mistake of believing that bad things always happen to bad people, and good things only happen to good people. 
i) Sin is sin, and needs to be repented of, whether it is one sinful act or a hundred. And the scripture reminds us that “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God (Rom. 3:23).”
j) Jesus wants to forgive us and renew a right spirit within us, but it requires us to confront our own sin, rather than pointing the finger at others.
k) God is going to compare us to His perfect sinless Son Jesus Christ. All of us will fall short of that mark. If we don’t turn, Jesus later warns us that we will face the consequences, eternal separation from God. 
l) Jesus said all of us must repent. Jesus is setting us up for eternal victory.
i) Repenting is not just saying we are sorry for what we have done.
ii) Repenting means to change one’s mind or heart, we do an about face. We are convicted that what we have done is wrong and we literally turn away from sin and commit to quit doing it, not by our own strength but by the power of God.
iii) Then we ask for God’s forgiveness believing that by Jesus’ death and resurrection we are forgiven. (That is why we celebrate Easter)
2) Fruitfulness comes when we repent.
a) Shout… Lord, forgive me of all my sins.
b) Shout… Lord let my evidence be seen by my repentance.
c) Forgiveness is not the end of the story. 
i) Example … a fig tree. Verses 6– 9.
d) Jesus was saying there must be evidence of your repentance.
e) John the Baptist was clear what the fruit of true repentance was:
(NKJV) Luke 3 7 Then he said to the multitudes that came out to be baptized by him, “Brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Therefore bear fruits worthy of repentance, and do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I say to you that God is able to raise up children to Abraham from these stones. 9 And even now the ax is laid to the root of the trees. Therefore every tree which does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 


f) Evidence of fruit is something tangible and it remains. 
i) Giving of your gifts, time, talents, and finances.
g) The fruit is our actions! 
h) When we are convicted of our sin and desire to change, God somehow meets us in that moment and gives us the power to make the change. 
i) God knows the spirit is willing but the flesh is weak. Fortunately, we are reminded in the parable of the fig tree of God’s mercy.
3) Your sins are nailed to the Cross
(NKJV) 2 Corinthians 5 21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.   

a) Shout…My sins are nailed to the cross.

b) Not just one sin, but sin itself was nailed to the cross.

c) It wasn’t that Jesus just died for the sins of the world, but he took sin, carried it up Mount Calvary, and nailed it to His cross.

d) This morning, let it go, Jesus already paid the price for you sin.

Conclusion

· This morning, we have to ask ourselves, are we pointing our fingers at others sin rather than pointing the finger back at ourselves? 
· What sin in our own life do we need to repent of? 
· An attitude, thoughts, a behavior, or action?
· Repentance is a change in a new direction, 180-degree change, a mindset change, a repositioning of self and on God.
· As we begin the journey to the cross with Jesus it is good to start with clean hands and pure hearts.
· (NKJV) Psalms 24 3 Who may ascend into the hill of the LORD? Or who may stand in His holy place?  4 He who has clean hands and a pure heart, Who has not lifted up his soul to an idol, Nor sworn deceitfully.
· The ushers will hand out a piece of paper, write on it something in your life, which you need to repent of before the Lord. Fold the note up and I will invite you in a moment to symbolically give it to the Lord by nailing it to the cross.
· (NKJV) 1 Peter 2 24 who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for righteousness—by whose stripes you were healed.
· Let us form a line and give it to Jesus this morning!
· Let us pray.
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