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Introduction

· This week we celebrate Palm Sunday, one week before we journey to Resurrection Sunday. This morning I want to reflect on the choices that Jesus made one week before He choose death on the cross. (Blessings not cursing, prosperity not poverty)

· I want us to get a glimpse of what Jesus had nailed to the cross.

· We know that Jesus won the battle.  He defeated death, hell and the grave.

· When we look at this cross today we must understand what Jesus nailed to it.  We no longer need to carry the stresses of life, sickness, lack, etc; they have all been nailed to the cross.

· The Apostle Paul was always eager to preach the cross. Everywhere he went his message included the cross. Paul choose Jesus!

· This morning lets discover what Jesus nailed to the cross for you and me.  We can’t preach Jesus without preaching the cross.  

· The cross that is laid before you this morning represents the obedience of Jesus doing the will of the Father.  Jesus made a choice to be a blessing for us.

· When we are obedient…blessings come.  

· Let us look to the Word of God this morning.


(NKJV) 2 Corinthians 5 21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.   

1) The curse was nailed to the cross.

(NKJV) Galatians 3 13 Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us (for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree”), 14 that the blessing of Abraham might come upon the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.    

a) Shout… Sin was nailed to the cross.

b) Shout…The curse was nailed to the cross.

c) Shout...Poverty was nailed to the cross.

d) Shout…Thank you Jesus for your obedience.

e) Jesus became a curse so that we might become a blessing. What man lost in the garden through Adam, Jesus erased it by nailing it to His cross. He made a choice for you and me to be a blessing!

f) No one can curse you anymore!  Jesus paid the price for you at the cross.

2) Fear was nailed to the cross.

(NKJV) Hebrews 2 14 Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself likewise shared in the same, that through death He might destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and release those who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.    

a) Shout… Fear was nailed to the cross.  

b) Shout… I walk by faith because I have no fear.

c) Shout…Jesus is the fear destroyer.

d) Man was bound by fear because it seemed that the judgment of God was going to be severe against man. We have made some bad choices, but Jesus forgives.

i) But Jesus nailed that fear to the cross and now we no longer have the spirit of fear, but of love, power and a sound mind.

ii) Perfect love has cast out fear. Jesus is love!

e) If you are in fear, then you are not in faith!  Look to the cross and know that Jesus has removed the fear that paralyzes you.

3) Death was nailed to the cross.

(NKJV) Romans 6 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.      

a) Shout…. Death was nailed to the cross for me.

b) The Apostle Paul loved to preach the cross because it was the place death was defeated. At the cross we are united (connected) with him in death, and raised with him in glory.

c) Death is swallowed up in victory. Jesus abolished death and brought life and immortality. Why?  Because he had you and me on His mind.

d) Death wasn’t defeated when Jesus came out of the grave; death was already defeated at the cross. Before He came out of the grave, He that ascended first descended and gained the keys over hell, death and the grave. 

4) Enmity, separation and isolation were nailed to the cross.

a) Shout… I am connected to God because of the cross.

b) We once were afar off are made near—In Matthew 27 51 Then, behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom; and the earth quaked, and the rocks were split, 52 and the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised;
c) The rending of the curtain signifies Jesus breaking down our separation from God. 

d) We now have full access and the favor of God through Jesus Christ.

e) We can boldly approach the throne of God.

f) God will never leave us or forsake us.  He is always with us.  You are never isolated or separated from the love of God.

5) Defeat, faults and failures were nailed to the cross.

a) Shout… Jesus nailed all our defeats, faults and failures to the cross. 

b) Shout… I have the victory.

c) We are made the righteousness of Christ Jesus. 

d) John 10:10 –the thief comes to kill, steal and destroy, but I have come that they might have life, and have it more abundantly. 

e) Jesus’ choice placed us in the victory lane.

6) Satan’s dominion and authority was nailed to the cross.

a) Shout…Devil, you have no dominion or authority over me.

b) Shout…Devil…you are defeated.

c) Satan’s hatred of Jesus Christ caused him to make the way of man regaining the lost authority in the garden.

d) Colossians 2:15-Jesus disarmed the principalities and powers and made a public example of them, triumphing over them.

i) This is the great news of the cross, what man lost; Jesus regained, and gave the authority back to us.

e) Genesis—3:15- you will bruise his heal, but he will crush your head. Jesus was wounded for our transgressions, but Satan was crushed by the cross. 


Conclusion

· Jesus nailed it all to the cross for you and me.  Shout…ALL.

· That is what love does.  Jesus laid aside His will to do the will of the Father.

· For us Christians, we understand the power of the cross and what Jesus did for us. This is why we celebrate the Easter Season.

· There are many that are still searching for the answer.  Some think the cross did not exist or understand this life-changing event in history.

· Some do not understand the choices Jesus made!

· Jesus nailed sin, fear, death, the curse, defeat, faults, and failures to the cross.  

· The devils authority and dominion were nailed to the cross.

· Enmity, separation and isolation were nailed to the cross. 

· This morning, as we celebrate this Easter Season, the cross represents the open door to the Father through Jesus.
· There is room at the cross for you and me. Though millions have come, there is still room for one; there is room at the cross for you.

· Let us pray!
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