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Introduction

· This morning I want to share with you about the Father’s Legacy.

· Let me begin by wishing all you men a Happy Father’s Day.

· It’s good to be a man…phone conversations are over in 30 seconds flat, gray hair and wrinkles only add character to men and if another guy shows up at the party in the same outfit, you just might become lifelong buddies.

· In today’s society, fathers need to be reinstated to the level of importance that God intended for them! 

· When a dad is undervalued, so is a right relationship with Abba, our Father in Heaven.

· Today, my goal is not to remind our dads of their duties and responsibilities, but to encourage the fathers of the extremely important and vital role you play in your family and in our nation today.

· Let us look to the Word this morning on the importance of the father and the legacy they leave behind.

(NKJV) Colossians 3 18 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be bitter toward them. 20 Children, obey your parents in all things, for this is well pleasing to the Lord.
1. The authority of the father

1) The Bible is clear about the hierarchy of the model Christian home.

2) The father is deemed the head of his household and is urged to manage his children and his household in a respectable manner. It is the father who is charged with the responsibility of looking after the best interests of his family: financially, spiritually and socially.

3) We must understand that no one tells a man how to manage his household. It is something he picks up from two sources.

a. First, from the way his own father treated him as he grew up as a child.

b. Second, from what he learns from his relationship with God and by the Word of God.

2.   The love of the father
1) Most dads are not emotional or endearing. Dads are just designed by God to express their love in different ways. They express their love when they guard their family and provide good things to their wife and kids.

2) The best dads take their example from Jesus Christ and pass the legacy of the Lord on to their family. 

3) The legacy of Christ’s love is the greatest gift a father can give, and to be like Jesus in the way we manage our household is the greatest expression of love a dad can give to his family.

3.   A father expresses his love through provision
1) God gave us many illustrations of His love for us through His provision.

a. When Peter asked the Lord how they were going to pay their taxes, Jesus told him to take a coin from the fish’s mouth, this teaches His people that our Father God is a God of provision.

(NKJV) Matthew 17 27 Nevertheless, lest we offend them, go to the sea, cast in a hook, and take the fish that comes up first. And when you have opened its mouth, you will find a piece of money; take that and give it to them for Me and you.”

b. When Jesus fed the multitude with a few loaves of bread and a few fish, He provided the example of a father who provides all the needs of His family, and He commands us fathers today to do the same.

(NKJV) 1 Timothy 5 8 But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.
c. Fathers have an awesome responsibility of providing for their family. The major responsibility to provide for the family rests on the shoulders of the husband.


4.  A father expresses his love through maintaining balance and proper discipline for his children.

1) Fathers are always striving to maintain a balance of providing for their family and spending quality time with the family. 

2) Men are hard wired with the desire to provide for their family and make a good home for their children, there’s a constant struggle to maintain a balance between the giving of our time and the giving of our things.

3) A father constantly looks to God for direction on how to manage his household. 

4) Discipline is the act of a father urging his kids to live the right way, for the development and growth of his family.


(NKJV) Proverbs 3 11 My son, do not despise the chastening of the LORD, Nor detest His correction; 12 For whom the LORD loves He corrects, Just as a father the son in whom he delights.

5) A father has to discipline because he wants the best for his children.

6) Children raised in the discipline of a strong and loving father have greater discipline as adults, and disciplined adults make greater contributors to society.

7) In the same way, a family is made by a father’s discipline. And like a coach that pushes his players – the father disciplines and urges his children, to make them stronger.

5.  A father expresses his love through protection.

1) A father places himself in the way of trouble to protect his family. 

2) Jesus is the greatest example of love possible when He laid down His life to save us. In the same way, a father is charged with the duty of laying down his life, his desires, and his personal interests for the sake of his family. 

3) Dads are the first line of defense for their family, and are often the first area where Satan attacks, because the enemy knows if you can take the head out, his family will soon follow.


6.  A father expresses his love through the legacy of salvation.

1) It’s true, when a parent dies; their children expect to receive an inheritance. Sometimes that inheritance involves riches and sometimes it doesn’t. 

2) There is no greater inheritance than the legacy a father leaves concerning eternal salvation. 

(NKJV Proverbs 13 22 A good man leaves an inheritance to his children’s children, But the wealth of the sinner is stored up for the righteous.

3) A dad who loves his family will do his best to lead them in the way of the Lord.


(NKJV) 1 Thessalonians 2   11 as you know how we exhorted, and comforted, and charged every one of you, as a father does his own children, 12 that you would walk worthy of God who calls you into His own kingdom and glory. 13 For this reason we also thank God without ceasing, because when you received the word of God which you heard from us, you welcomed it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which also effectively works in you who believe.   

(NKJV) Mark 8 36 For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul?

Conclusion

· Fathers are extremely important people in our lives. 
· Fathers are charged with the duties of protecting, providing and interceding for our family’s sakes. 
· Fathers have the power to shape our families and our society by the ways we live every day. 
· Fathers are the first line of defense for our families and are commissioned by God to deliver the Good News of the Gospel message to our families, not just with words, but in the way we live every day.
· We lead by the way we praise and worship God every day.  By being the example for prayer and Bible reading daily. We set the pace for the family to follow.
· Today, fathers must make the move to follow Christ and leave a legacy for all the world to see.
· Happy Fathers Day!
· Let us pray.
<Salvation Call>

Bring Fathers Up and Bless the Men of God.
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