American Idols- Our Lost Focus

Part 8 – Freedom

June 7, 2009


Introduction

· This morning we will finish our series American Idols – Our Lost Focus. 

· We defined idolatry is anything that comes between God and us.

· We have seen how money, recreation and pleasure, sex, success, beauty and appearance, and youthfulness has all been placed before God.  Many of us can relate that we have all done that from time to time in our lives.

· The last American Idol I want to discuss is Freedom.

· As Americans we love our freedom don’t we?  Hundreds of thousands of men and women have given their lives or put their lives on the line to preserve it for us. 

· We enjoy going to church of our choice, we are able to raise as few or as many children as we want, we enjoy being allowed to speak our minds and even be critical of leaders or policies. We have incredible freedom in America.

· We have begun to view freedom not as a luxury and privilege but as something owed to us.  It has become an idol over the things of God.

· Let’s look to the Word of God and see what it has to say about freedom.

(NKJV) Colossians 3 1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 3 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory. 5 Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.
1) The world defines freedom as the right to do what I want.

a) Shout…The worlds view on freedom will get us jacked up!

b) You have the right to food, water, clothes, shelter, health, to make a living, to worship as you see fit, to raise your own children, etc.

c) You don’t have the freedom however to infringe on other people’s rights. But personal freedom is so worshiped in our nation that we have taken things to the extreme. 

i) Some say that a woman’s body belongs to her so if she decides she doesn’t want to have a baby she can abort her pregnancy and murder the baby. 

d) As a nation we are unable to take this simple scenario and point out the fallacy. We have so come to worship freedom that when someone makes this argument we just kind of stand around and say nothing.  That’s the problem; that’s the world’s view of freedom.

e) One doesn’t have to read the Bible long to discover there are a few do’s and don’ts. I think this is one of the major reasons people don’t like Christianity; it infringes on their rights to live the way they want.

f) Freedom isn’t designed to let you live however you wish the same way regulations aren’t designed to hold you back. They are both designed to make your life and the lives of those around you better.

g) Most people don’t have a problem accepting our laws, but when it comes to moral issues many think they know what is best or they don’t want to listen to what God says.

h) But God knows what is best, and He gives us guidelines to live by to make our lives fuller, healthier, and happier.

2) The Word’s View on Freedom.

a) Shout…I want to use my freedoms according to the Word of God.

b) Freedoms are benefits for heeding God’s Word.

c) When you are obedient, you open yourself to true freedoms. 

(NKJV) John 8 36 Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed.
d) Christians are living lives of slavery to so many issues not realizing they are free. 

e) The “key” to freedom in Christianity is following God’s Word.

(NKJV) James 125 But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does.  

(NKJV) James 2 12 So speak and so do as those who will be judged by the law of liberty. 


The Bible tells us that freedom comes through the law; freedom comes through restrictions. But how can that be?


3) When Jesus Sets You Free, You Have…

a) Freedom From Doubt.

(NKJV) 1 John 5 14 Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.


b) Freedom From Drought.

(NKJV) Amos 8 11 “ Behold, the days are coming,” says the Lord GOD, “ That I will send a famine on the land, Not a famine of bread, Nor a thirst for water, But of hearing the words of the LORD.  

(NKJV) Titus 3 4 But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man appeared, 5 not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, 6 whom He poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior,


c) Freedom From Discouragement.

(NKJV) Romans 8 28 And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.


d) Freedom From Disobedience.

(NKJV) Romans 6 6 knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin. 7 For he who has died has been freed from sin.


e) Freedom From Death.

(NKJV) Romans 6 8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him, 9 knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no more. Death no longer has dominion over Him.

(NKJV) 1Corinthians 15 55 “ O Death, where is your sting? O Hades, where is your victory?”


f) Freedom From Debt

Conclusion

· We have seen over the past nine weeks the American Idols that has caused us to lose focus on God.  We can see how easy it is for these idols to creep into our lives and be placed before God.

· We defined idolatry is anything that comes between God and us.
· We have seen how money, recreation and pleasure, sex, success, beauty and appearance, and youthfulness and freedom has all been placed before God.  Many of us can relate that we have all done that from time to time in our lives.
· Today, let us commit to be conscience on what we do; say, and where we spend our time.  Do we have a Godly balance in our lives?
· We can learn from the Bible the answers and ways to not be snared by the enemy.  God always has a plan for His people.

· This morning, if you have any idol before God, no matter how small, lay it before God this morning and ask for His forgiveness.

· Today is a brand new start to a bright future God has for you!

· Let us pray.
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