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Introduction

· This morning I want to start a new series I am calling American Idols.

· I think we have the tendency to think of an idol as a little golden statue or a piece of wood.

· America is full of idolatry, but we don’t necessarily bow down to wooden statues. Most people just live their daily lives doing there normal; stuff, and we don’t necessarily see idolatry. 

· The true definition of idolatry is any desire that replaces our desire for God is idolatry. Idolatry is excessive devotion to something other than God.

· This morning I want to lay down some foundation about idols according to the Word of God. As we unfold this series we will uncover how far America has varied off the Word of God.

· Let us define idolatry based upon the Word this morning. 

(NKJV) Colossians 3 1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 3 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory. 5 Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.
1) Put God First

a) Shout…I will put God 1st in my life!

b) Shout…I choose God over everything or anybody in my life.

c) Paul tells us that we have two natures: a new nature raised with Christ and an earthly one which needs to be put to death. 

i) The new nature focuses on God and heavenly things while the earthly nature focuses only on what it sees here and now.

d) Idolatry occurs when the earthly nature wins over the raised nature in a Born Again Believer’s day-to-day living, and God is not being glorified. 

e) Satan said “I will make myself like the Most High” (Is. 14:14). He thought his ways were better than God’s. Adam and Eve wanted to be like God. They didn’t find His commands all that important. 

f) In the same way, America is full of idolatry. We want to replace God and ignore His commands.(Hotels taking out the Bible in the rooms, Schools and Courtrooms).

g) The real trouble is that this mindset is the churches and held by even some pastors. We need to be careful. We need to put God first.

h) We must maintain a consistent relationship with God.
Hebrews 10:22 says, “…let us draw near to God with a sincere heart…”

i) For some people, putting God first is an on again, off again experience. Their relationship is like a roller coaster of ups and downs and you never really know what to expect. But God didn’t intend for us to live this way.

j) What if your relationship with your spouse was this way? Men, what if you went weeks without listening to your wife or talking to her? 

i) Your marriage is designed to be a continual relationship the same way God designed you to live in a constant relationship with Him.

k) Consistency occurs when we “draw near to God.” The idea is like when my daughter comes and finds me and wants me to hold her. She rests her head on my shoulder and just sits there. God wants this kind of relationship with you. Second, consistency occurs when we come with a “sincere heart.” God has to deal with a lot of insincerity. 

(NKJV) Isaiah 29 13 Therefore the Lord said: “ Inasmuch as these people draw near with their mouths And honor Me with their lips, But have removed their hearts far from Me, And their fear toward Me is taught by the commandment of men.
l) You can’t live a life of insincerity and a life free of idolatry at the same time. But a person who sincerely brings his heart before God with no gimmicks or masks will truly worship God and put Him first.

(NKJV) Psalm 51 17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, A broken and a contrite heart— These, O God, You will not despise.  

2) Walking in Purity and Obedience
a) Shout…I will walk in purity and obedience to the Lord.

b) We are supposed to walk in obedience so we will not have a guilty conscience before God. But so many of us have been walking around with disregard for God and His commands that our consciences are guilty and we aren’t even sure any more what God requires. 

c) You see, Saul lost track of obedience and ended up really serving his own interests rather than God’s. Does that sound familiar? 

d) Some people run around talking about how great God is and all that, but many times they aren’t interested in obeying him. That is idolatry because God is not put first.

3) Trusting God and His Word
a) Shout...I will trust the Lord and His Word Only!

(NKJV) Hebrews 10 23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.   

b) When a person doesn’t trust God and His Word then something or someone else is trusted: Eve trusted the snake, the people of Noah’s day trusted in what they knew rather than his preaching, Sarah trusted in the womb of Hagar, Abraham trusted in his lies, and so on.

c) When something other than God is trusted, it is idolatry! 

d) What you are saying in effect is that God is no longer big enough to handle the situations that He said He would handle. 

i) Self walks in and claims to be able to do a better job which makes it bigger than God. That is idolatry.

e) Whatever you are faced with this morning whether it is sickness or financial difficulty or even walking in obedience, trust what God says in His Word and put Him first.

4) Participating in the Local Church
a) Shout…I will participate in the church.

Hebrews 10 24 And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, 25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.
b) I hear people say, “You don’t have to go to church to be a Christian.” To that I respond, “True. But you do have to go to church to be obedient, and a person who refuses to go to church habitually cannot also say God comes first.”

c) How is that not idolatry? Rather than little statues these people worship sleep or recreation or family or whatever. This is idolatry.

5) How God sees Idolatry

a) Idolatry Is Unfaithful

(NKJV) Jeremiah 3 19 “But I said:  ‘ How can I put you among the children And give you a pleasant land, A beautiful heritage of the hosts of nations?’ And I said: ‘ You shall call Me, “My Father,” And not turn away from Me.’ 20 Surely, as a wife treacherously departs from her husband, So have you dealt treacherously with Me, O house of Israel,” says the LORD. says,  

i) It is interesting to me that God compares our relationship with Him to a sexual relationship between a husband and wife. I think the idea is that the way you would feel if your spouse cheated on you (cheated, degraded, and betrayed) is the same way God feels when His people “cheat” on Him. 

b) Idolatry Is Unhealthy

(NKJV) Jeremiah 3 21 A voice was heard on the desolate heights, Weeping and supplications of the children of Israel. For they have perverted their way; They have forgotten the LORD their God

i) Listen to the language of this verse: “weeping, supplications and pleading.

ii) Notice that a fat bank account is not what makes us strong. It is not plenty of rest or recreation. Our strength is not in strong family support. Our strength (our health) is in God and that is what brings true joy! Idolatry takes away the joy we are supposed to have in God. It leaves us empty and spiritually sick.

c) Idolatry Is Undesirable

(NKJV) Jeremiah 3 22 Return, you backsliding children, And I will heal your backslidings. Indeed we do come to You, For You are the LORD our God.   

i) God calls idolatry and backsliding something that can be cured…it is like a disease. Any time you put something before God it is like a cancer that destroys you from the inside out.  

d) Idolatry Is Untrustworthy

(NKJV) Jeremiah 3 23 Truly, in vain is salvation hoped for from the hills, And from the multitude of mountains; Truly, in the LORD our God Is the salvation of Israel.    

i) The funny thing about idolatry is that you never really think it will happen to you. Sounds like something interesting, but it is something really that is destructive.

e) Idolatry Is Uncontrollable

(NKJV) Jeremiah 3 24 For shame has devoured The labor of our fathers from our youth— Their flocks and their herds, Their sons and their daughters.        

i) Have you ever heard anyone who made a few bad decisions say, “I never thought it would get this bad”?

ii) The idea is that when people decided to put things before God, God lets them slip down the slippery slope to total ungodliness.

f) Idolatry Is Ungodly

(NKJV) Jeremiah 3 25 We lie down in our shame, And our reproach covers us. For we have sinned against the LORD our God, We and our fathers, From our youth even to this day, And have not obeyed the voice of the LORD our God.”   

i) So when God sees us involved in idolatry He doesn’t see anything good. It is totally destructive.

Conclusion

· American Idols do you know them.

· The foundation we laid today will help us on the journey over the next few weeks.

· Over the next several weeks I will address some idols and idolatry such as money, recreation, sex, success and power, beauty and appearance, youthfulness and freedom.

· Stay tuned into what God is speaking to you this week about the idols we have placed before God.  Repent and give them to God.

· Let us pray.
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