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Introduction

· This morning we are going to look at the first idol in our series American Idols – Our Lost Focus. 

· Last week we discussed that we must place God 1st place in our lives.  This means over anything or anybody.

· We determined that anything that comes before God is idolatry and we saw what God thinks when this happens. 

· We defined that idolatry is any desire that replaces our desire for God.  Idolatry is excessive devotion to something other than God.

· This week we will look at what is probably the most easily identifiable idol in America: Money.  

· Let’s take a look at the necessity of money from the Biblical view.

· All through the Bible we find God blessing people financially based on these three observations:

· Money Is Not Evil

· Money Is Required for Day-to-Day Living

· Money Can be a Blessing from God

· Let us take a look at what the bible says about money- this American Idol and get on track with the Word of God.


(NKJV) Colossians 3 1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 3 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory. 5 Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.

1) Money is not the final answer to our problems.

(NKJV) Ecclesiastes 5 19 As for every man to whom God has given riches and wealth, and given him power to eat of it, to receive his heritage and rejoice in his labor—this is the gift of God. 

a) Shout…Money is not the final answer.

b) The Bible clearly states that financial prosperity is and can be a blessing from God. But money is not the answer to our problems because money has some limitations. 

i) There Are a Lot of Things Money Can’t Buy.

(NLT) Ecclesiastes 5 10 Those who love money will never have enough. How meaningless to think that wealth brings true happiness! 11 The more you have, the more people come to help you spend it. So what good is wealth—except perhaps to watch it slip through your fingers! 12 People who work hard sleep well, whether they eat little or much. But the rich seldom get a good night’s sleep.

c) “I have made many millions, but they have brought me no happiness.” –John W. Rockefeller

d) “The care of $200,000,000 is enough to kill anyone. There is no pleasure in it.” –W.H. Vanderbilt

e) “Millionaires seldom smile.” –Andrew Carnegie

i) Money Can’t Buy Satisfaction.

ii) Money Can’t Buy Fulfillment.

iii) Money Can’t Buy Peace of Mind.

2) Money Comes and Goes
a) Shout…I will not idolize money.  

b) Shout … Money is a tool.

c) You aren’t guaranteed to keep your money.

(NLT) Ecclesiastes 5 13 There is another serious problem I have seen under the sun. Hoarding riches harms the saver. 14 Money is put into risky investments that turn sour, and everything is lost. In the end, there is nothing left to pass on to one’s children

d) You are guaranteed to lose it at death.
e) Have you heard the statement: “He who dies with the most toys…still dies”? 
(NLT) Ecclesiastes 5 15 We all come to the end of our lives as naked and empty-handed as on the day we were born. We can’t take our riches with us. 16 And this, too, is a very serious problem. People leave this world no better off than when they came. All their hard work is for nothing—like working for the wind. 17 Throughout their lives, they live under a cloud—frustrated, discouraged, and angry.
f) Many people refuse to see that they idolize money. 

3) Worship of Money

a) Shout…I will worship the King of Kings and Lord of Lords.

b) Shout…I will seek the giver of all my riches and wealth, Jesus.

c) The Worship of Money

(NKJV) Matthew 6 24 “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.  
d) Jesus draws a line in the sand here and makes it clear that we have to make a choice as Christians. We can’t serve both. 

i) How do we know if money comes before God?

e) When Money Is Satisfaction then it is Idolatry.

(NKJV) 1 Timothy 6 6 Now godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. 8 And having food and clothing, with these we shall be content. 9 But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and harmful lusts which drown men in destruction and perdition. 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows 
i) If I lost all my “stuff” could I still be joyous?
f) When Money Is Sustenance then it is Idolatry.
(NKJV) Proverbs 30  8 Remove falsehood and lies far from me; Give me neither poverty nor riches—  Feed me with the food allotted to me; 9 Lest I be full and deny You, And say, “Who is the LORD?” Or lest I be poor and steal, And profane the name of my God.
i) Do I depend on my own ability to provide more than on God’s ability?
g) When Money Is Security it is Idolatry.
(NKJV) Hebrews 13 5 Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things as you have. For He Himself has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.”
i) Do I find that “more money” is the answer to my problems?
ii) When God said I would never leave you, that should be enough!
h)  When Money Is Superior it is Idolatry.
(NKJV) 1 Timothy 6 17 Command those who are rich in this present age not to be haughty, nor to trust in uncertain riches but in the living God, who gives us richly all things to enjoy. 18 Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, 19 storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life.
i) Do I do, as God requires with my money?
j) There are two ways in which we view money—How much of my money shall I use for God? How much of God’s money shall I use for myself?
i) God Requires a Steward’s Attitude
(1) A Steward Saves, A Steward Invests Appropriately, A Steward Practices Frugality, A Steward Avoids Unnecessary Debt, A Steward Lives within His/Her Means
ii) God Requires a Giving Attitude
(1) Give Joyfully, Give Expectantly
k) When Money Is Salvation it is Idolatry.
i) What am I hoping my money can do for me?
Conclusion

· Money is not evil.  The love of money is evil.  The love of money is idolatry.

· We learned that money is not the final answer to our problems.

· Money comes and goes.

· Money should never be worshipped.

· Money Is Required for Day-to-Day Living

· Money can be a Blessing from God when it is use correctly.
· Money is just a tool for trade and bartering.
· Money should never become before God.  God must always be 1st.  
· God makes us rich and adds no sorry with it.  If money is your American Idol, you will have sorry with it.
· Next week we will look at the American Idols of Recreation and Pleasure.

· Let us pray!

Salvation Call/ Altar Call
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