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Introduction

· This morning we are going to continue with our series, American Idols – Our Lost Focus.  This week are going to talk about the idol of SEX.

· For the past few weeks, we discussed the idols of money; recreation and pleasure, beauty and appearance and we see that we have lost our focus on God.  We have drifted away! 

· We defined that idolatry is any desire that replaces our desire for God.  Idolatry is excessive devotion to something other than God.

· Sex is everywhere you look especially in Las Vegas. Sex is used to sell beer, deodorant, shampoo, movies, makeup, fast food, clubs, casinos, etc.

· You can’t watch a football game, stand in line for groceries, or drive down the highway without seeing something sexual. We live in a world where sex is worshiped and idolized. (Sex Sells)

· That is why we are going to see what the Bible says about it, discover its limitations, examine some checkpoints to see if it is worshiped in our lives, and finally look practically how to control it.

(NKJV) Colossians 3 1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 3 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory. 5 Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.



1) The Biblical View of Sex

a) Shout…I want to line up my thinking with the Word of God.

b) Sex Is Designed by God 

c) Sex Is Designed for Procreation

(NKJV) Genesis 1 28 Then God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”
d) Sex Is Designed for Man and Woman

e) Shout…God created sex to be between man and woman!!!

(NKJV) Genesis 1 27 So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.
f) Sex Is Designed for a Covenant Relationship

g) Shout…Covenant Relationship!!!

(NKJV) Genesis 2 24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.
i) When the Israelites believed in God, they were circumcised as an outward expression of something inward. When a person is saved and becomes a Christian, he or she is baptized as an outward expression of something inward. These two symbols remind the participants of their covenant with God. 

ii) Similarly, God uses sex in a marriage to remind us of our covenant with each other before Him.

iii) I believe something spiritual and supernatural happens when a man and a woman have sex for the first time. They are made into one “flesh” or they are connected in such a way that no other man or woman on earth is the same as his or her partner.

h) Sex Is Designed for Monogamy

(NKJV) Hebrews 13 4 Marriage is honorable among all, and the bed undefiled; but fornicators and adulterers God will judge.
i) Sex Is Designed for Intimacy

j) Sex Is Designed for Pleasure

2) The Limitations of Sex
a) Shout…The world overstates sex.

b) Sex is not as great as marketers say.

i) People throw away their families and their possessions and financial security over sex. (What happens in Las Vegas Stays in Las Vegas- except the virus you contracted or the baby that was created) It effects the whole world- don’t buy the lie.

c) Sex is not enough to sustain a relationship.

i) Relationships need a whole lot more then just sex. If you’re thinking of getting something going with someone other than your spouse, why don’t you take a cold shower and wake up…you’re trading something for nothing.

ii) Cheating on your spouse isn’t the only thing. Take for example pornography or lust. These do just the opposite of sustaining relationships…they actually destroy them.

(1) Pornography portrays women and men as sex objects.

(2) It introduces a third (or many more) partner(s) into the relationship.

(3) Promotes the allure of forbidden relationships.

(4) Leads to unreal expectations of sexual fulfillment.

(5) Promotes fantasy, distracting the user from real life and relationships.

d) Do you know what the two best methods of prevention are? Abstinence and monogamy!

3) Warning Signs that Sex is Placed as an Idol
a) Sex is idolized when it is out of marriage.

b) You are placing sex before the covenant of God.

(NKJV) Proverbs 6 27 Can a man take fire to his bosom, And his clothes not be burned? 28 Can one walk on hot coals, And his feet not be seared?       29 So is he who goes in to his neighbor’s wife; whoever touches her shall not be innocent.
c) Sex is idolized when it is out of control.

i) Control your mind.

(NKJV) Matthew 5 27 “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28 But I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart.
ii) Control your eyes.

(NIV) Job 31 1 "I made a covenant with my eyes not to look lustfully at a girl.
iii) Control your body.

1 Corinthians 6 13 Foods for the stomach and the stomach for foods, but God will destroy both it and them. Now the body is not for sexual immorality but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body.

1 Thessalonians 4 3 For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you should abstain from sexual immorality; 4 that each of you should know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor, 5 not in passion of lust, like the Gentiles who do not know God;
iv) Control who you hang with.

(NKJV) 1 Corinthians 15 33 Do not be deceived: “Evil company corrupts good habits.”
v) Control the circumstance you place yourself in.

(NKJV) 1 Thessalonians 5 22 Abstain from every form of evil. 

(NKJV) 2 Timothy 2 22 Flee also youthful lusts; but pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart.

Conclusion

· God has designed sex between a man and a woman.  

· God places a covenant between man and woman that cannot be broken.

· We must not place sex before God.  Never place the created thing before the creator.

· Sex has it limits.  Don’t cross over the boundaries to please the flesh.

· Sex cannot be the only thing in a relationship.

· Don’t idolize sex.  Get control of your thoughts, your eyes, and your body.  

· Watch who you hang with, they will have a large influence in your life.  Don’t place yourself in a circumstance where you choose sex-the idol over God.

· Next week we will discuss the American Idol of Success.

· Let us pray!
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