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Introduction

· This morning we are going to continue our series of American Idols- Our Lost Focus, Part 6- Success. 

· We have defined idolatry as anything that comes before God, and so far we have looked at Money, Recreation and Pleasure, Appearance and Beauty and last week we looked at Sex. 

· This week I want to look at a 5th idol, which is success.

· I want to begin this morning with a few questions:
The real test for success is my family’s well-being and happiness.
In other words, my ultimate goal in life, the way I really can be successful, is to provide for my family and make them happy.

· Having nice things is a good indication of whether a person is truly successful. If I own a house and a car and I have a few nice things I am successful. This doesn’t mean that I am filthy rich; I just have a few nice things.

· Receiving a promotion always demonstrates a person is successful.
In other words, if I advance in my career and have more influence then I must be a successful person.

· Having time to do the things I love is the ultimate measure of success.
Let me put it this way, if I retire with a little nest egg and good health and my wife and I have time to pursue our hobbies then we have succeeded at life.

· What are your answers? The answers to all of these questions is false. We want to be successful in whatever we do, but neither family, nor possessions, nor career, nor pleasure have anything to do with true success according to the Word of God.

· Success is indeed an American idol. The trouble is that we don’t usually even realize it is a problem for us. 

· This morning I want to take a look at the Biblical View of Success.  To show that it is not wrong to want to succeed. I also want to offer a way to truly measure true success.

(NKJV) Colossians 3 1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 3 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory. 5 Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.

1) The Biblical View of Success
a) Shout…I want to be successful God’s way.

b) Let’s look at the life of Daniel and see how he got success…

c) Success Originates with God.

(NKJV) Daniel 2 14 Then with counsel and wisdom Daniel answered Arioch, the captain of the king’s guard, who had gone out to kill the wise men of Babylon; 15 he answered and said to Arioch the king’s captain, “Why is the decree from the king so urgent?” Then Arioch made the decision known to Daniel. 16 So Daniel went in and asked the king to give him time, that he might tell the king the interpretation. 17 Then Daniel went to his house, and made the decision known to Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, his companions, 18 that they might seek mercies from the God of heaven concerning this secret, so that Daniel and his companions might not perish with the rest of the wise men of Babylon. 19 Then the secret was revealed to Daniel in a night vision. So Daniel blessed the God of heaven.
(NKJV) Psalm 75 6 For exaltation comes neither from the east Nor from the west nor from the south. 7 But God is the Judge: He puts down one, And exalts another.
d) Success Is to Be Used for Others’ Benefit.

(NKJV) Daniel 2 24 Therefore Daniel went to Arioch, whom the king had appointed to destroy the wise men of Babylon. He went and said thus to him: “Do not destroy the wise men of Babylon; take me before the king, and I will tell the king the interpretation.”
i) God worked powerfully in one man’s life and a whole bunch of people got saved.

e) Success Is to Be Used to God’s Glory.

(NKJV) Daniel 2 25 Then Arioch quickly brought Daniel before the king, and said thus to him, “I have found a man of the captives of Judah, who will make known to the king the interpretation.” 26 The king answered and said to Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, “Are you able to make known to me the dream which I have seen, and its interpretation?” 27 Daniel answered in the presence of the king, and said, “The secret which the king has demanded, the wise men, the astrologers, the magicians, and the soothsayers cannot declare to the king. 28 But there is a God in heaven who reveals secrets, and He has made known to King Nebuchadnezzar what will be in the latter days. Your dream, and the visions of your head upon your bed, were these:
f) Success Is Being Paid Honor.

(NKJV) Daniel 2 46 Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell on his face, prostrate before Daniel, and commanded that they should present an offering and incense to him. 47 The king answered Daniel, and said, “Truly your God is the God of gods, the Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets, since you could reveal this secret.”
(NKJV) Proverbs 22 29 Do you see a man who excels in his work? He will stand before kings; He will not stand before unknown men.

g) Success Is Comfort and Security.

(NKJV) Daniel 2 48 Then the king promoted Daniel and gave him many great gifts; and he made him ruler over the whole province of Babylon, and chief administrator over all the wise men of Babylon. 49 Also Daniel petitioned the king, and he set Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego over the affairs of the province of Babylon; but Daniel sat in the gate of the king. 

i) So Daniel experienced a lot of his success, and I think we would be wise to model our lives after his. 

2) How Do We Measure Success
a) True Success Is Measured Only by Absolute Obedience

b) It all boils down to this one fact. Daniel and his friends led lives marked with unwavering obedience. Here are two extreme examples:

(NKJV) Daniel 3 17 If that is the case, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and He will deliver us from your hand, O king. 18 But if not, let it be known to you, O king, that we do not serve your gods, nor will we worship the gold image which you have set up.”
c) Success for them at that point could have been getting out with their lives, but that isn’t how they defined it. For them, success was obedience no matter what the cost.

d) What would happen in America if every Christian, every believer, obeyed with this kind of faith? Where would we be today!

e) Here is another example:

(NKJV) Daniel 6 6 So these governors and satraps thronged before the king, and said thus to him: “King Darius, live forever! 7 All the governors of the kingdom, the administrators and satraps, the counselors and advisors, have consulted together to establish a royal statute and to make a firm decree, that whoever petitions any god or man for thirty days, except you, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions. 8 Now, O king, establish the decree and sign the writing, so that it cannot be changed, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which does not alter.” 9 Therefore King Darius signed the written decree. 10 Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went home. And in his upper room, with his windows open toward Jerusalem, he knelt down on his knees three times that day, and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as was his custom since early days. 

f) Again, success could have been getting out with his life, but that didn’t fit his definition. Obedience was success for Daniel.

(NKJV) 2 Chronicles 20 20 So they rose early in the morning and went out into the Wilderness of Tekoa; and as they went out, Jehoshaphat stood and said, “Hear me, O Judah and you inhabitants of Jerusalem: Believe in the LORD your God, and you shall be established; believe His prophets, and you shall prosper.”
i) God makes it clear through Jehoshaphat that success is measured through faith in God’s word.

Conclusion

· True success is not measured by the happiness of your family, your influence or position at work, your possessions, or your free time. 

· True success is measured by your faith in God and your level of obedience. 

· If you obey God, that is enough and everything else will follow.

· Don’t idolize success.  If you place it before God, it will only last for a season.  If you place God before success, it will last for an eternity.

· Remember, souls are connected to your success.  Be obedient and have great faith. 

· Don’t look to the things that success brings, look to God for He has provided you a way to succeed.

· Next week we will look at the American Idol of Youthfulness.

· Let us pray.
Salvation Call/Altar Call
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