An Attitude of Affection Towards God (Part 2)

May 23, 2010
 

Introduction

· This week I want to continue on our series an attitude of affection towards God.

· Last week we discussed…

· God’s provisions are blocked in our lives when we serve God with an ungrateful attitude.  Lack hits our life!

· The will of God is to give thanks in everything.
· Walking in love and honoring God are root issues that will affect our outcomes in life.

· This week we must understand that God is always concerned about the condition of the human heart. He examines why we do what we do. 

· God wants our affection because it is an expression of love. He does not want to be a burden to us. 

· People who view God as a burden will experience lack in their lives.

· God desires us to serve and obey Him because we love Him. 

· Let us look to the Word of God this morning and get our attitude of affection towards God.

(NKJV) Isaiah 1 19 If you are willing and obedient, You shall eat the good of the land; 20 But if you refuse and rebel, You shall be devoured by the sword”; For the mouth of the LORD has spoken. 

(Message) Isaiah 118-20"Come. Sit down. Let's argue this out." This is God's Message:"If your sins are blood-red, they'll be snow-white. If they're red like crimson, they'll be like wool. If you'll willingly obey, you'll feast like kings.
But if you're willful and stubborn, you'll die like dogs." That's right. God says so. 

1) Be willing and obedient. 
a) Shout…Jesus change me.  Help me be willing and obedient!

b) When we obey God out of obligation only, we can expect our lives to be unproductive.       
c) If you live a life of lack, more than likely, it can be traced back to your attitude. 
d) Examine all areas of lack in your life and determine where you have been ungrateful.
i) Make the correction by asking God to help you change your attitude.
2) Mean what you speak.  Don’t simply say things out of tradition. 
(Message) Malachi 2 1-3 "And now this indictment, you priests! If you refuse to obediently listen, and if you refuse to honor me, God-of-the-Angel-Armies, in worship, then I'll put you under a curse. I'll exchange all your blessings for curses. In fact, the curses are already at work because you're not serious about honoring me. Yes, and the curse will extend to your children. I'm going to plaster your faces with rotting garbage, garbage thrown out from your feasts. That's what you have to look forward to! 
 4-6"Maybe that will wake you up. Maybe then you'll realize that I'm indicting you in order to put new life into my covenant with the priests of Levi, the covenant of God-of-the-Angel-Armies. My covenant with Levi was to give life and peace. I kept my covenant with him, and he honored me. He stood in reverent awe before me. He taught the truth and did not lie. He walked with me in peace and uprightness. He kept many out of the ditch, kept them on the road. 

 
a) This morning, we must examine our motives. 
i) The Word always works. If you feel it does not work for you, examine the issues of your heart. (Heart Condition)
b) Our affection toward others is an indication of our affection toward God. (Check your earthly relationships)
i) Our affection is crucial to our Christian walk.
3) Do the great commandment.
(NKJV) Matthew 22 36 “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?” 37 Jesus said to him, “ ‘You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’
a) If we can get to doing this 1st thing God has commanded and Jesus was an example of….we would be total blessed!
b) Solomon loved the Lord with everything he had.
(NKJV) 1 Kings 3 3 And Solomon loved the LORD, walking in the statutes of his father David, except that he sacrificed and burned incense at the high places. 4 Now the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high place: Solomon offered a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. 5 At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask! What shall I give you?”

i) He sacrificed unto God greatly and generously.  
ii) Has God asked you lately …what shall I give you?
iii) Solomon was also obedient, following his father’s (David) statues.
iv) God said David was a man after His own heart.
c) When we are disobedient and refuse to love others, it is evident that we do not love God.
d) We must not allow negative emotions to control us.
Conclusion

· This morning we must reflect on the greatness of God.  

· We must adjust our attitude of affection towards God.

· We must be willing and obedient.  If we do our part and so our affections to God, we position ourselves to reap the blessings of God.

· Mean what you say.  Make sure it lines up with the Word of God.  Just don’t say things because of traditions.

· Check your relationship with others.  Get them in alignment with God’s Word.

· Make sure your heart is pure…Flush it with the Word.

· This morning, go do the great commandment.  Be a doer not a hearer only.

· Shout… Heavenly Father I ask you this day to transform me.  Change me from the top of my head to the souls of my feet.  Help me Holy Spirit to be willing and obedient.  I will place the Word in my heart and mean what I say! Jesus, help me to always check my heart.  Help my attitude be one of affection towards God.  In Jesus Name. Amen.

· Let us pray.
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