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Introduction

· Drifting in life is similar to drifting down a river. At first it’s fun, then you realize you’re about to be shipwrecked. 

· Drifting is an unconscious process.

· It is possible to drift unaware.

· In a boat, or undercurrents are often unnoticeable from the surface.

· In a plane, the wind or gravitational forces move the plane without you realizing it.

· The same is true in the spiritual realm.

· Many individual Christians have slowly drifted away.

· Many churches have gradually drifted into error only one day to find themselves far removed from the Scriptures.
· This morning, are we drifting or are we docked on the Word of God? Are we doing the will, the plans & the purposes of God in your life?

· Let us look and see what the Word has to say about drifting and docking.

(NKJV) Hebrews 2 1 Therefore we must give the more earnest heed to the things we have heard, lest we drift away. 2 For if the word spoken through angels proved steadfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a just reward, 3 how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation, which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed to us by those who heard Him, 4 God also bearing witness both with signs and wonders, with various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to His own will?
 

1) How will you know if you are drifting? 
a) Shout…Jesus; help me from drifting from your will for me.
b) How do you know if you are drifting spiritually? Here are some of the signs: you’re not reading the Bible daily, you pray quickly or not at all, you don’t share your faith, you aren’t giving faithfully, and you don’t attend church as often as you once did. 
c) Your interest in the Word decreases.

(NKJV) Psalm 119 9 How can a young man cleanse his way? By taking heed according to Your word. 10 With my whole heart I have sought You; Oh, let me not wander from Your commandments! 11 Your word I have hidden in my heart, That I might not sin against You.
d) You start drifting in your prayer life. 

i) God’s the navigator of your life; if you aren’t in touch with Him, you can’t fight the current. 

ii) You need the Holy Spirit to navigate you through the narrow passages of life. 

e) You no longer gather with other believers to worship God.

(NKJV) Hebrews 10 24 And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, 25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.
i) Make time for church, even if your children are small or family in town. 

ii) When you take time to pray and attend church, God will multiply your time.

f) You aren’t giving faithfully. 

i) “Give and it will be given to you” (Luke 6:38, NAS). 

g) You never talk to others about Jesus. 
i) Worry less about being politically correct; be biblically correct. 

h) You no longer feel close to God. 

i) God is adequate to satisfy you and fill you with joy, even if you don’t have a companion. 

2) Why do we drift? 
a) The influence of others 

i) Let God guide you, and you won’t be swayed by poor influences. 

(1) Who you hang with is who you become like.  Hang around people with Godly influence. 

b) The lure of the world’s ways.

(NKJV) 1 John 2 15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world. 17 And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.
i) Ask yourself what you really want and consider the consequences of pursuing that. 

c) Doubting that God really cares for you. 

i) What could be better than following the plans of an omniscient, loving God? 

d) Giving in to temptation. 

i) No one sets out to bury themselves in debt, be an alcoholic, or have an affair, but they make small choices along the way that let them slide into sin. 

3) What are the consequences of drifting? 
a) Your conscience becomes numb. 

b) You step out of the will of God. 

c) You lose your ability to hear Him. 

d) You don’t lose your salvation, but you can fall into the sin of unbelief.

e) You suffer internally, if not externally. 

f) Your drifting grieves God’s heart. 

g) You miss God’s best. 

i) God can pick up the pieces of your life, no matter how broken you are. 

h) It affects every area of your life. 

i) You have a negative impact on others. 

i) God wants us to be salt and light, so He disciplines us when we drift. 

j) You make a shipwreck of your life. 

4) How can you prevent drifting and stay docked to the Word of God.
a) Shout…I will anchor myself to the Word of God.

b) Anchor yourself to the Word of God through reading and meditating on it.

(NKJV) Psalm 119 15 I will meditate on Your precepts And regard Your ways. 16 I shall delight in Your statutes; I shall not forget Your word.
c) Be obedient to the Bible. 

d) Submit to Him when He shows you an area that needs correction. 

i) Surrender your life to Him each morning. 
e) Stay on guard.
(NKJV) 2 Peter 3 17 You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your guard so that you are not carried away by the error of unprincipled men and fall from your own steadfastness, 18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen. 
5) How can you get back on track when you’ve been drifting?
a) Recognize you’ve been drifting. 

b) Confess and repent. 

i) Don’t just repent of sin, but realize what you should have been doing. 

c) Trust the Holy Spirit to enable you to follow Christ.

Conclusion

· Will God let you drift? Yes, He will. Will He do His best to get you back on course? Yes, He will. He already proved it through Christ’s death on the Cross. And He’s willing to correct your course in life, as well, to save you from drifting.
· The Holy Spirit wants to live the life of Jesus Christ through us.  This type of life involves prayer, reading the Word, giving, sharing your faith, and believing His promises. 

· To avoid spiritual drift, set clear goals for yourself, spiritually and otherwise.  Those who have specific, godly goals typically don’t have time to drift spiritually.  Look for scriptural goals. Almost any biblical command can become a goal. For instance, Jesus commanded us to share the gospel with others.  As you pray, you may realize that God wants you to reach out to a lonely person at work who doesn’t yet know the Lord.

· Ask God for direction. 

· Renew your mind daily on the Word of God.

· Practice and do the Word, just not hear it.

· Let us pray.
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