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The past three weeks we’ve looked at money, recreation, pleasure and things that we could make “idols” in our lives, those things we have placed BEFORE God.

We’ve defined “idolatry” as any desire that replaces our desire for God.  It’s an excessive devotion to something other than God.  We should always be checking ourselves; Holy Spirit convictions.

God is very clear in what He requires from us to stay in obedience, stay in line with His Word.  Colossians 3:1-11

Battle begins with the Mind; Self-Discipline begins in the heart. It starts with the Heart.  Ephesians 4:17-24 tells us that we have been made new.

In order to have that sweet-smelling aroma of Christ we have to get rid of the old and put on the new; when our Spirit is renewed we can now freely walk in true righteousness and holiness with the Lord our God.

We Must Be Strong in Our Prayer Life.  Prayer is strength.  It uplifts, it girds, it gives us wings to fly.  

Psalm 55:17  “Evening, and morning, and at noon, will I pray”

Sometimes we wonder “Who Am I”  “Where am I going?” “What’s my purpose?” We all face this at some point.  Once we realize we’re a child of the King, knowing who your Creator is will give you even more power. 

What a difference it can make knowing we have the assurance of Salvation that only Christ can give.  When you know your destiny, it gives you satisfaction and strength in the things of God.  

How does getting our heart right relate to our beauty and appearance?  

When someone has truly had a heart change, you see it on them.  They have a new “persona” about them.  Something’s different.  That in itself can make someone all the more attractive in more ways than one.  Christ is now in their hearts, and they are being examples of Him; portraying the Jesus we love.  If you want to be beautiful on the outside, you must first be clean on the inside.

America has placed an emphasis on outer beauty.  Teens are experiencing this, just look at all the Magazine covers which read:  “Bulk up, slim down, get muscles, get lean, perfect abs, better body, look great.” 

It’s one thing to take care of yourself, everyone should.  It’s another to become obsessed as society has.  

Botox, implants, tummy tucks, hair transplants, this is the thing to do (says the world).  It’s not that they’re wrong, if you have the money, do it.  That’s between you and God.  Just don’t become an idol to it.  Most importantly, know how it begins; it all starts with the devil telling you something’s wrong in the first place.

Psalm 139:14 says you are wonderfully made.  Learn to love yourself the way God made you, not the way the world sees you.  God loves you and your beauty is found in Him, not in people.

Proverb 31:30 – the Virtuous Woman “Charm is deceitful and beauty is passing, but a woman who fears the Lord, she shall be praised.” 

We are Women of great strength, and we certainly don’t give ourselves enough credit.  Proverbs 31:17 – “she girdeth her loins with strength, and strength is in her arms.”

Realize you are strong, powerful, and a mighty woman of God.  God has a purpose and plan for your life, so don’t run like Jonah did.  Don’t get “swallowed up” in the things of life.  Believe it or not, sin can swallow us up! 

You can be a Virtuous woman, you can exemplify Christ.  Really, you already do and don’t even realize it.  We need supporters, encouragers, those that believe in us.  We need others, people to encourage us, tell us we can do it!

Good health is important. Take care of yourselves; look good for spouse, works both ways.  

Esther is such a beautiful example of God in her life.  It’s also a beautiful example of the love she had for her people.  For one year she prepared (detoxed, fasted, prayed, rested in exotic fragrances and oils) before she went to go before the King to have her people saved.  God honored her preparation; preparation is never wasted.  

We’re already beautiful in God’s eyes and it’s His desire that we realize that.  We must grow on the inside, it’s an internal development and may be a slow process, but if we stay focused on Him, He’ll guide us into that spiritual being that He’s created us to be.   Remember, it starts with the heart.

1 Samuel 16:7 – This is where David is selected as King of Israel, and by human standards, David appeared to be the least person considered for the position, but God knew his heart and said to Samuel in verse 7 - “But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or at his physical stature, because I have refused him.  For the Lord does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”  God does not judge our outward appearance, but sadly, people do.  God looked at his heart.

Our focus should always be in faith.  Keep perservering, keep pressing on, stay in faith because God’s future for you is that close.  Keep on doing the right thing!  Keep your faith fueled at all times.

2 Samuel 6:16-23 – David’s doing his thing, doing a great job.  He’s reigning over all of Israel, he conquered the Jebusites, he defeats the Philistines, he’s happy just trusting God.  They gather all the choice men, thirty thousand it says, and they’re going to celebrate.  Meanwhile, David decides to bring the ark of the covenant to Jerusalem.  Well he’s so excited that he strips down to his linen ephod, but someone didn’t like it.  

We’re talking about his wife, Michal.  She was obviously obsessed with image and reputation!  Let me ask you, how many times have you done a good thing before the Lord only to have someone come and scoff and laugh at you, basically steal your joy?  The devil loves to play that one up.

The question is, what’s our response?  I love David’s response.  David’s response pleased God, not people.  He had made a sacrifice and no one was going to strip him of that.  Can you blame him?  NO.  Now, unfortunately for Michal, she was not blessed with any children from God.  She didn’t walk in the blessing, she could have, but she chose not to.  

We all have been given a choice in this life.  Will we be 

“man-pleasers” worrying about what people think, or will we be “God-pleasers” doing what our wonderful Father in Heaven has commanded us to do?

Being beautiful to God is simple:  Love Him, Honor Him, Obey Him.  He will give you much more fame than people or Hollywood ever could.  Don’t let appearance be your American Idol.

God has made you special in His image, not man’s.  Yes, God wants you fit and healthy, but that’s so you can live long and play out His plan for your life.  It’s not to impress others.  God wants you to look great.  Just have your heart in the right place.  It starts with the heart!

Your actions, your faith, your personality are all things that God has placed in you, that’s your true beauty.  As you lead people to walk with Christ, let your appearance radiate before God.  He designed you perfect.  He is the Master of extreme makeovers.  Trust Him, He will not let you down!  

PAGE  
1

