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Introduction

· Last week we discussed that we must take the limits off our thinking.

· We are who we think we are.  We are where we are today because of our thinking and our confession.   We must grab a hold of what the Word says about you. (Take a copy of Who Does God Say I Am)

· In order to see our dreams come true and have God’s Greatness show through us in 2008, we must reject our old way of thinking. 
· We must reject any thoughts that oppose the truth of God’s Word. 
· Meditate on the Word of God and keep your mind set on the things above. 
· We must stand on a specific scripture until we develop enough confidence in that scripture to activate the force of faith in our lives. 
· This morning, we must break free from the old way of thinking and doing things.  It’s time to change up, trade up, and build up your thinking on the Word of God.

· Let us see what the scriptures have to say about our thinking.

(NKJV) Romans 12 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

(NKJV) 2 Corinthians 10 3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh. 4 For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, 5 casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ, 6 and being ready to punish all disobedience when your obedience is fulfilled.

1) Rejecting bad thoughts allows you to take the limits off your thinking. 
a) Shout … I will take the limits off my thinking.
b) Shout … I will reject bad thoughts that bind me up.

c) We do not battle against flesh and blood 

d) Every habit you have developed consists of strongholds (vs. 4) 

i) Strongholds are fortified thoughts in the mind. 

(1) Strongholds are developed because you have allowed thoughts that contradict the Word of God to linger in your mind.
(2) Strongholds happen when we have a crack in our foundation. 

e) The devil specializes in bringing thoughts that contradict the Word of God. 

i) His biggest weapon is suggestion. (Remember, the devil is a lair)
ii) He will always make suggestions anytime you are trying to change. (i.e., study more Word, diet, exercise, going to church on Sunday)
iii) He ultimately wants you to think the Word of God won’t come to pass. 

(1) Reject means to cast down, throw off or refuse to receive. 

(2) Counteract his suggestions by casting down or rejecting every thought that opposes the truth of God’s Word (vs. 5). 

(a) You reject thoughts by speaking words (specifically the Word of God). 

(i) You cannot reject thoughts with thoughts. (Speak the Word)
f) Bring every thought into submission to the Word of God. 

i) If you allow Satan’s suggestions to linger, he will use it against you later. 

(1) Penalize disobedience by being obedient (vs.6). 

2) Set your mind on the things above. (Meditate on the Word) 
a) Set your mind, and keep it set, on the things that are above.
(AMP) Colossians 3 1 IF THEN you have been raised with Christ [to a new life, thus sharing His resurrection from the dead], aim at and seek the [rich, eternal treasures] that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.  2 And set your minds and keep them set on what is above (the higher things), not on the things that are on the earth.
i) Although you have to deal with the things of this world, keep your mind focused on the things of God. 

(a) i.e.… Pay your bills with your mind focused on God. 
(b) Treat the people you work with as your mind is focused on God.

3) Stand on specific scriptures until you are fully confident in it. 
a) Meditating on the Word of God alone doesn’t get results. 

i) Meditation builds your confidence in the Word.

ii) You must be a doer of the Word, not a hearer only. 

iii) Confidence activates the force of faith. 

b) Develop confidence in the Word by standing on a specific scripture at all times. 

i) In the midst of trouble, speak the scripture you’re standing on. 

ii) Allow yourself to develop such confidence in that scripture until it comes out of your mouth like a force. (Boldness comes when you know the Word will work every time)
iii) When faith is coupled with confidence it will come out like a force. 

(1)  A force has power, strength, energy, might, drive and influence.
(2) The force of faith comes out of your spirit and will change circumstances in your life. 
c) Break free from your old thinking by rejecting your old thoughts and replace them with the Word you have meditated upon.
Conclusion

· Rejecting bad thoughts allows you to take the limits off your thinking. 
· We must reject our old way of thinking. We must reject any thoughts that oppose the truth of God’s Word. 
· Meditate on the Word of God and keep your mind set on the things above. We must stand on a specific scripture until we develop enough confidence in that scripture to activate the force of faith in our lives. 
· After you have done all that you can do, just stand! Don’t reason it out; just know the Word of God will come to pass.

· Boldness comes when you are confident that the Word works. The Word works when you have it in your spirit do it in your life and see the results come to pass.  
· This morning, break free from your old thoughts and begin to tap into the Greatness of God.
· Let us pray!
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