Choices…Blessing or Cursing (Part 1)
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Introduction

· You know today we start a new month.  At the end of this month we celebrate Easter.  Easter was all about the choices Jesus made.
· God has given us a free will to make choices.  Some choices lead us to poverty and some lead us to prosperity.
· Many people think poverty and prosperity are words that only describe the state of one’s finances; however, these terms involve much more than that. 
· The Bible describes poverty, or being poor, as being insufficient in any area of life. 
· Prosperity is abundance in every area of life. 
· Prosperity is a result of God’s blessing. And poverty is a curse, the result of disobeying God. 
· In today’s society it is our job to spread the Good News Gospel to the lost and to the poor.  To be a soul winner like we discussed last week.
· Today we must make choices that are based upon the Word of God.  We must focus our attention on being a blessing and helping people remove the curse that is in their life.
· Let’s see what the Word has to say about choices that either leads to poverty or prosperity.
(NKJV) Genesis 3 1 Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said to the woman, “Has God indeed said, ‘You shall not eat of every tree of the garden’?”
2 And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat the fruit of the trees of the garden; 3 but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has said, ‘You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.’”
1) Obedience produces the blessing in our lives; disobedience produces the curse.   

a) The serpent deceived Adam and Eve into believing there would be no consequence for their disobedience.

b) Shout…Obedience brings blessings and disobedience brings pain. 

i) Satan always tries to seduce us into doing what “feels good,” at the expense of obeying God. 

ii) There is always a consequence for disobeying God. 

iii) The ground was cursed (empowered to fail) as a result of disobedience.    

iv) In Genesis 3:3, to “die” means to be separated from the Father and His provision.

c) Poverty is insufficiency in every area of life, not just finances 

(NKJV) Revelation 3 17 Because you say, ‘I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing’—and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked—

i) A poor person is anyone who is lacking in any particular area of life. 

ii) For example, a person can have money but lack health or fulfilling relationships.   They may have no relationship with Jesus.

d) Shout…Poverty is designed to destroy.

(NKJV) Proverbs 10 15 The rich man’s wealth is his strong city; The destruction of the poor is their poverty.  

i) Shout…Poverty is Satan’s creation. 

2) Jesus came to preach the Gospel to the poor— which includes the broken-hearted, the captives, the blind, and the bruised.
(NKJV) Luke 4 16 So He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up. And as His custom was, He went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood up to read. 17 And He was handed the book of the prophet Isaiah. And when He had opened the book, He found the place where it was written: 18 “ The Spirit of the LORD is upon Me, Because He has anointed Me To preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives And recovery of sight to the blind, To set at liberty those who are oppressed; 19 To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD.”  20 Then He closed the book, and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all who were in the synagogue were fixed on Him. 21 And He began to say to them, “Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”

a) The solution for the poor is having the Gospel preached to them.

b) Shout…I am a soul winner. I will preach the Word to the poor.

i) When we are in lack, the best place we can be is the place where the Gospel is being preached. 

c) Jesus came to announce the Good News of peace.

i) The Hebrew word for peace is shalom, which is also translated prosperity, wholeness, or completeness. 

ii) Jesus healed those who were oppressed. 

iii) Oppression is the loss of power or ability to control one’s own life or future.    

d) God takes pleasure in our deliverance from any bondage.

3) Prosperity refers to having abundant provision and enablement to do the will of God for our lives. 
a) Many believe being prosperous means achieving millionaire status.    

i) Prosperity according to the Word of God is success in every area of life. 

ii) When we keep His commandments, we experience His blessings.

iii) We are blessed to be a blessing to others. God commanded us to love others. 

b) When we are blessed, we must not forget the Lord, but thank Him. 

i) God is the One who delivers us out of bondage. 

ii) God is our source, not your job.

iii) God gives us the power and ability to get wealth.

iv) We have a CHOICE!

(NKJV) Deuteronomy 8 17 then you say in your heart, ‘My power and the might of my hand have gained me this wealth.’ 18 “And you shall remember the LORD your God, for it is He who gives you power to get wealth, that He may establish His covenant which He swore to your fathers, as it is this day. 19 Then it shall be, if you by any means forget the LORD your God, and follow other gods, and serve them and worship them, I testify against you this day that you shall surely perish.

v) If we are ungrateful for all that He has done for us, we will surely perish.
vi) Today choose to do things God way.  Break out of the poverty mindset today!  
Conclusion

· Obedience produces the blessing in our lives; disobedience produces the curse.  
· Obedience leads to prosperity and disobedience leads to poverty.
· Remember that Satan always tries to seduce us into doing what “feels good,” at the expense of obeying God. Don’t get seduced.

· There is always a consequence for disobeying God.
· Poverty is Satan’s creation not God’s.
· Jesus came to reverse the curse and get us on the right track to our Heavenly Father.
· Jesus came to preach the Gospel to the poor— which includes the broken-hearted, the captives, the blind, and the bruised.
· Prosperity refers to having abundant provision and enablement to do the will of God for our lives.
· God gives us the power and ability to get wealth.
· Plug into the source today!
· Shout…Today I choose Jesus.  I choose His ways.  I choose to be blessed and be a blessing to others.  It’s not about me.  It’s about souls in the balance.  I choose to live for Jesus.  I choose obedience.  I choose prosperity.  I am making the choice to allow God to give me power and the ability to get wealth.  I will preach your Word to the poor.  The Word will remove them from poverty.  In Jesus Name I pray.  Amen.
· Let us pray.
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