Choices…Blessing or Cursing - Part 2

April 10, 2011
 

Introduction

· This week I want to close out the message on choices.
· We said last week that many people think poverty and prosperity are words that only describe the state of one’s finances; however, these terms involve much more than that. 
· The Bible describes poverty, or being poor, as being insufficient in any area of life. 
· Prosperity is abundance in every area of life. 
· Prosperity is a result of God’s blessing. And poverty is a curse, the result of disobeying God.
· Jesus died to wipe out the curse.
· God wants His people to be successful in every area of life. Shout Amen!
· There are many Christians or can I call the Believers that have a difficult time accepting this; however, the Word contains many promises of total life prosperity. 
· One of the first steps to receiving His promises is to believe that it is His will for us to prosper. 
· What choices we make, lead us to the life we live.
· Let’s take a look at the Word of God as it relates to our life choices.  
(NKJV) 3 John 2  2 Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in all things and be in health, just as your soul prospers. 3 For I rejoiced greatly when brethren came and testified of the truth that is in you, just as you walk in the truth. 4 I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth.

1) God desires that we prosper in all things. 
a) Shout…Jesus I prosper because of my relationship with you.

b) Shout…I choose blessings and prosperity.

c) Man is a spirit who possesses a soul and lives in a body. The soul consists of the mind, will, and emotions. 

i) The mind is the control center of our lives. 

ii) Our thinking must be renewed with the Word in order to prosper God’s way. For as a man thinks…he becomes.

d) It is God’s will to prosper His people.

e) Today we should choose to serve God with all that you are and choose prosperity as a lifestyle.

2) God will take you to new heights if you let Him.
(NKJV) 1 Samuel 2 8 He raises the poor from the dust And lifts the beggar from the ash heap, To set them among princes And make them inherit the throne of glory. “For the pillars of the earth are the LORD’s, And He has set the world upon them. 9 He will guard the feet of His saints, But the wicked shall be silent in darkness. “For by strength no man shall prevail.
a) Shout…God wants to take me from the ash heap to the penthouse.

b) God wants to deliver those who are in poverty.   

c) God has a divine appointment with you to increase you and have you prosper.

i) Poverty does not merely describe a financial condition; it encompasses every area of life.  

ii) Likewise, prosperity (shalom) covers every area of life. 

(1)  True prosperity means to be supplied abundantly in every area. 

iii) From a biblical perspective, to be rich means to have nothing missing or broken in life. 

iv) We do not have to tolerate lack and insufficiency.  We have a choice in the matter.

d) However, we must believe and pursue the prosperity (wholeness) God has promised us. 

i) He promised to bless us when we obey Him. 

ii) When we confess His promises over our lives, we begin the process of receiving those promises.  

e) Remember, what you tolerate will dominate.  Don’t tolerate poverty in your life.

3) God has already empowered and blessed us with all spiritual blessing.
(NKJV) Ephesians 1 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love, 5 having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, 6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He made us accepted in the Beloved. 7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace 8 which He made to abound toward us in all wisdom and prudence, 9 having made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure which He purposed in Himself,
a) Shout…God I am blessed.  I am empowered will all spiritual blessings.

b) God is a spirit, and all physical things came from Him. 

c) We are a spirit having an earthly experience.

i) The spiritual realm is the “parent” realm of the physical realm.     

ii) What is reflected in a person’s physical, natural state is a reflection of their spiritual state. 

iii) For example, when we are in poverty (lacking something) physically, it is because we are impoverished spiritually. 

iv) We become spiritually impoverished when we neglect to spend time with God and obey Him. 

d) Before we blame the devil for everything that goes wrong, we must make sure that our enemy is not our “inner me.”   

i) In other words, we must judge our actions to determine whether we are poor on the inside (spiritually).  

Conclusion

· God desires to prosper us in all things.

· Man is a spirit who possesses a soul and lives in a body. The soul consists of the mind, will, and emotions. 

· The mind is the control center of our lives. 

· Get like-minded with Jesus.

· Poverty does not merely describe a financial condition; it encompasses every area of life. 

· To be rich means to have nothing missing or broken in life. 

· We do not have to tolerate lack and insufficiency.  We have a choice in the matter.

· God has already empowered us to be blessed and be a blessing to others.

· Before we blame the devil for everything that goes wrong, we must make sure that our enemy is not our “inner me.”  

· Shout… Jesus I choose to serve you.  You are my source and I will not lack in anything.  I am prospering daily.  I was created to prosper and never lack in anything. I am the head and not the tail.  I am blessed coming in and going out.  Why you ask?  Because I choose to be blessed.  I am a doer of the Word.  I’m blessed, blessed, blessed.  Thank you Jesus.  In the name of Jesus I pray.  Amen.

· Let us pray.
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