The Christmas Gift – Jesus

December 19, 2010
Introduction


"Dear Santa, there are three little boys who live at our house. There is Jeffrey; he is 2. There is David; he is 4. And there is Norman; he is 7. Jeffrey is good some of the time. David is good some of the time. But Norman is good all of the time. I am Norman."

· Christmas can be a stressful time for people because of so many reasons. 

· Stress = a force or a pressure that strains or deforms.

· One of the things is money – if you spend too much money on your credit cards, you spend the next nine months paying it off.

· Another thing that can cause stress is family gatherings, or having no family, if you feel like you’re all alone. Maybe you’ve lost a loved one this year, that can put stress.

· Shopping can put undo stress and pressure on you.  

· Have you heard people say, “Christmas isn’t about the presents?” Well we should see what the Word of God has to say about this.


(AMP) James 1 17Every good gift and every perfect (free, large, full) gift is from above; it comes down from the Father of all [that gives] light, in [the shining of] Whom there can be no variation [rising or setting] or shadow cast by His turning [as in an eclipse]. 

Christmas should not be the only time we should be expecting to receive a gift from God. Our Heavenly Father loves to give generous, lavish gifts to His children. He has many wonderful Christmas presents for everyone, and you don’t have to wait until December 25th to open them. God has something good for you this Christmas Season!

(NKJV) Luke 2 1 And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This census first took place while Quirinius was governing Syria. 3 So all went to be registered, everyone to his own city. 4 Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was with child. 6 So it was, that while they were there, the days were completed for her to be delivered. 7 And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. 8 Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were greatly afraid. 10 Then the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people. 11 For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger." 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying: 14 "Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!" 15 So it was, when the angels had gone away from them into heaven, that the shepherds said to one another, "Let us now go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us." 16 And they came with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a manger. 17 Now when they had seen Him, they made widely known the saying which was told them concerning this Child. 18 And all those who heard it marveled at those things which were told them by the shepherds. 19 But Mary kept all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20 Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told them.” 

1) Gift One – Freedom from Fear.

a) “Then the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid.”

b) Shout… I will have no fear because Jesus is here.

c) The first Christmas gift from Heaven that Jesus offers us today is freedom from fear.

i) When the angel said, “Fear not,” he was telling us that to fear or not fear is our choice.

d) People are full of fear and worry with today’s financial and economic crisis. 

e) The angel says to us today: “Do not be afraid!”

f) No matter what is happening in our economy, no matter how many wars or rumors of wars or terrorism or financial crises take place, God is still on the throne!

(NKJV) Psalm 27 1 The LORD is my light and my salvation; Whom shall I fear? The LORD is the strength of my life; Of whom shall I be afraid? 2 When the wicked came against me To eat up my flesh, My enemies and foes, They stumbled and fell. 3 Though an army may encamp against me, My heart shall not fear; Though war may rise against me, In this I will be confident.  

(NKJV) Psalm 46 1 God is our refuge and strength, A very present help in trouble. 2 Therefore we will not fear, Even though the earth be removed, And though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea; 3 Though its waters roar and be troubled, Though the mountains shake with its swelling.  Selah   

g) Fear is the opposite of faith. Faith is trusting God and His goodness.

h) We know that there is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear. (1 John 4:18).

i) The more we know how much God loves us, the more we will trust in Him and the less we will fear.  (What a great Gift from God)

2) Gift Two – The Joy of Salvation

a) Shout… A Savior is born and His name is Jesus Christ the Lord!

(NKJV) Matthew 1 21 And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save His people from their sins.”
b) The second Christmas gift from Heaven that Jesus offers us today is the joy of salvation.

c) There is no joy that compares to knowing that your sins are forgiven!

i) The Blood of Jesus wash away all our sins.

d) This is why the Gospel is Good News – good tidings of GREAT JOY!

e) You can’t find this joy in a bottle of Jack Daniels, or in a bag of weed, but only in Jesus!

f) Because of Jesus, our sins can be forgiven, and we can be free from guilt and shame!

g) Let’s remember to wish people a MERRY (joyful, joyous) Christmas!

h) Jesus is the Reason for the Season.

3) Gift Three – The Gift of Peace.

a) Shout…I have the peace of the Lord.

b) The third Christmas gift from Heaven that Jesus offers us today is the peace. 

c) “Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!”

(NKJV) Isaiah 9 6 For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
d) Jesus is the Prince of Peace!

(NKJV) John 14 27 Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.      

(NKJV) John 16 33 These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world  

e) Notice that Jesus did not say we would be free from trouble, but we could have peace.

f) How do we experience the peace God promises?
i) Don’t worry about anything
ii) Pray about everything. 
iii) Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has done. 
Conclusion 

· This Christmas, God wants to bless you with three wonderful Christmas presents:

· Freedom from fear. The joy of salvation. The gift of peace.

· Who ever said that Christmas is not about the gifts?????

· This morning are you worried or fearful about the economy, your finances, your health, your children, your job? 

· Cast your cares on the Lord, because He cares for you. When you do this, you will find freedom from fear, and will receive His gift of peace.

· This morning know that God saves, heals and delivers.  

· Let us pray for the gift that God has given us…. today a Savior is born…Christ Jesus the Lord!

· Let us pray---- Pronounce a Christmas Blessing.
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