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Introduction

· When things are flowing well in our life and opportunities come knocking, we say that doors are opening. 

· When opportunities seem beyond our reach, we say that the doors are closing. 

· But how do those doors open and close? 

· Who does the opening and closing? 

· And what do we do when, for whatever reason, doors close and stay closed? 

· What is our reaction to the closed door?

· This morning, we will look at the Word of God and answer these questions.  We will look and see when the apostle Paul was confronted with this issue how he reacted.

(NKJV) Acts 16 6 Now when they had gone through Phrygia and the region of Galatia, they were forbidden by the Holy Spirit to preach the word in Asia. 7 After they had come to Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit did not permit them. 8 So passing by Mysia, they came down to Troas. 9 And a vision appeared to Paul in the night. A man of Macedonia stood and pleaded with him, saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 10 Now after he had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go to Macedonia, concluding that the Lord had called us to preach the gospel to them. 

1. Who is responsible for the closed doors?

a. Have you ever asked the question…. who is responsible for the closed doors in your life?

i. Circumstances – the place and the time may be wrong, so the door is closed to our plans.

ii. Others - sometimes another person or group may close the door to our plans.

iii. Satan – sometimes we are hindered by Satan and his demons to slow us down, to distract or discourage us on our journey.

iv. God – sometimes God will intentionally move to prevent us from some action or harm ahead that will detour or destroy the plans He has for us.

2. What does “door” mean in scripture?

a. Opportunity – an occasion, opening, or break, entrance to the believer’s heart.

b. Shout…Lord Jesus, please open the doors that you want me to walk through and close the doors that may cause me harm.

(NKJV) 1 Corinthians 16 8 But I will tarry in Ephesus until Pentecost. 9 For a great and effective door has opened to me, and there are many adversaries. 
(NKJV) Colossians 4 2 Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with thanksgiving; 3 meanwhile praying also for us, that God would open to us a door for the word, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in chains, 4 that I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak.
3. Why does God close doors?

a. To keep us from making a mistake. Our Heavenly Father wants to protect us, keep us from harms way.

b. To redirect us to: 

i. Greater opportunity

ii. Greater fruitfulness

iii. Greater satisfaction

iv. When Paul was redirected, he had a profound impact upon world history. God knows the future outcome when we are obedient.

c. To test our faith.  Notice that Paul was obedient and did not look for God to give him an explanation.  He knew the voice and did want God requested.

i. The closed door test our faith and perseverance.  Will we trust God and will we stand for God over time…not wavering. 
(NKJV) Revelation 3 7 “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write, ‘These things says He who is holy, He who is true, “He who has the key of David, He who opens and no one shuts, and shuts and no one opens”
d. To equip us for a bigger opportunity. God set Paul up for a larger opportunity to reach more people and change a region with the Word of God.

e. Because we’re not ready. God’s timing is not our timing.  His is always perfect.  God sometimes needs to equip us for what is coming next and the closed door allows us to get prepared. 

(NKJV) Matthew 25 10 And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the wedding; and the door was shut.

f. Because our disobedience has disqualified us. It should have been us with the blessing, but we were not trustworthy, so He directs someone else through the door.

4. How should we respond to closed doors in our life? 

a. The wrong way is to try to open the door through your own strength.

b. The wrong way is to get some else to open the door for you instead of waiting on the Lord, always be patient.
(NKJV) Psalm 27 14 Wait on the LORD; Be of good courage, And He shall strengthen your heart; Wait, I say, on the LORD!

· Avoid the trap set by Satan, this will only get you upset and then you will begin to blame someone else for the mess you caused.

· This also makes you bitter towards God.

c. The right way is to wait for further instruction from God.

d. The right way is to look for God’s purpose and anticipate that He will provide you with a new opportunity.

e. The right way is to thank Him and be faithful where you are today.  God rewards those who are patient and are faithful.
(NKJV) Isaiah 64 4 For since the beginning of the world Men have not heard nor perceived by the ear, Nor has the eye seen any God besides You, Who acts for the one who waits for Him.

Conclusion

· Wherever you are in life today, know that God has his best in mind for you. 

· Don’t get upset when the door is closed, God has something great in store for us.  We must trust that His ways and plans for us are better.

· We must trust and stand in faith as He opens the doors for our lives.

· Never run ahead or behind God, but keep in step with the Holy Spirit.

· Be led…He will work all things for our good.

· When the door is closed, take it in stride, allow it to grow your faith and increase your witness for God.

· Just be thankful for He knows best!

· Let us pray.
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