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Introduction

· As Christians, we should base our convictions on the Word of God instead of allowing society to set our values and priorities. 

· To finish strong, we must become a person of principal & prayer and watch God protect and promote us.

· Your convictions will determine your outcome.

· In order to position yourself to finish strong during tough times; the key is living a Godly life in full surrender. Have a Christian lifestyle.
· That means we must let God have complete control over our lives. 
· The Lord is looking for faithful men and women who will stand up for truth in a world that is increasingly opposed to the gospel. 
· Your lifestyle will determine if you will wallow with the pigs or soar with the eagles.
· This week I want to finish the series and talk about how obedience will position you to finish strong during tough times.  When we are obedient and run to God instead of away from Him, we will finish strong. 
· Anytime that we choose to disobey the Lord’s specific instructions to us, we are running from Him. The story of Jonah illustrates what can happen when a person rebels against the Almighty. 
· Let’s look at the Word of God and see what happens when we are obedient to what God is saying, we then position ourselves to finish strong during tough times.
(NKJV) Jonah 1 1 Now the word of the LORD came to Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, 2 “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry out against it; for their wickedness has come up before Me.” 3 But Jonah arose to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD. He went down to Joppa, and found a ship going to Tarshish; so he paid the fare, and went down into it, to go with them to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD. 4 But the LORD sent out a great wind on the sea, and there was a mighty tempest on the sea, so that the ship was about to be broken up. 5 Then the mariners were afraid; and every man cried out to his god, and threw the cargo that was in the ship into the sea, to lighten the load  But Jonah had gone down into the lowest parts of the ship, had lain down, and was fast asleep. 6 So the captain came to him, and said to him, “What do you mean, sleeper? Arise, call on your God; perhaps your God will consider us, so that we may not perish.” 7 And they said to one another, “Come, let us cast lots, that we may know for whose cause this trouble has come upon us.” So they cast lots, and the lot fell on Jonah. 8 Then they said to him, “Please tell us! For whose cause is this trouble upon us? What is your occupation? And where do you come from? What is your country? And of what people are you?” 9 So he said to them, “I am a Hebrew; and I fear the LORD, the God of heaven, who made the sea and the dry land.” 10 Then the men were exceedingly afraid, and said to him, “Why have you done this?” For the men knew that he fled from the presence of the LORD, because he had told them. 11 Then they said to him, “What shall we do to you that the sea may be calm for us?”—for the sea was growing more tempestuous. 12 And he said to them, “Pick me up and throw me into the sea; then the sea will become calm for you. For I know that this great tempest is because of me.” 13 Nevertheless the men rowed hard to return to land, but they could not, for the sea continued to grow more tempestuous against them. 14 Therefore they cried out to the LORD and said, “We pray, O LORD, please do not let us perish for this man’s life, and do not charge us with innocent blood; for You, O LORD, have done as it pleased You.” 15 So they picked up Jonah and threw him into the sea, and the sea ceased from its raging. 16 Then the men feared the LORD exceedingly, and offered a sacrifice to the LORD and took vows. 17 Now the LORD had prepared a great fish to swallow Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights.
1) We position ourselves to finish strong by being obedient to the calling of the Lord Jesus. 
a) Shout… Jesus, let me become more obedient to your calling and your Word.

(NKJV) Deuteronomy 28 1 “Now it shall come to pass, if you diligently obey the voice of the LORD your God, to observe carefully all His commandments which I command you today, that the LORD your God will set you high above all nations of the earth.
b) God does not withdraw His command simply because we are unwilling to obey it. 

i) Jonah ran from God’s will, but the divine command remained unchanged. 

ii) The Father speaks to us through His Word, through our conscience, and through the Holy Spirit.

c) It is impossible to run from God successfully. 
i) Jonah took a ship “to flee to Tarshish and from the presence of the LORD” 

ii) When God sent a fierce storm that threatened to capsize the boat, the prophet told the sailors to cast him overboard if they wanted to survive. 

iii) Apparently, he was willing to die rather than obey God (v. 12). Only after Jonah found himself in the belly of “a great fish” was he willing to obey the Lord (2:1-9).

d) How do people today attempt to run from God? 

i) They act to please themselves rather than do what the Lord desires of them. 

ii) Example, they ignore wise counsel regarding a potential marriage partner or refuse to discipline their children. 

(1) You cannot disobey God without it costing you in some way.

e) Running from the Lord results in painful circumstances. 

i) The greater the call on your life, the more guilt you will feel when you choose to rebel. 

ii) Jonah felt so uncomfortable that he was willing to die. He told the sailors, “Throw me into the sea” (vs. 12). 

(1) Sin always results in loss of some kind. 

(2) We may lose abilities, time, money, opportunities, reputation, or relationships.

f) When you run from God, your disobedience will often bring pain and loss to others. 

i) Jonah’s rebellion cost the sailors their cargo and, therefore, their profit from the voyage. He also endangered their lives. 

ii) We like to think that sin is a private matter and no one will be hurt by our disobedience. But when we rebel against the Lord, there is always a price.

2) God’s grace provides us a second chance so that we can finish strong.
a) Shout… Jesus thanks for your grace and mercy!
b) God gives us another opportunity to obey Him. After the sea creature deposited Jonah on land, the prophet traveled to Nineveh and preached to the people. They responded to the divine warning and turned from their evil ways (3:1-5).

c) The Lord isn’t looking for perfect men and women; rather, He seeks those who are available to serve Him. 
d) Running from God can be eternally disastrous. 
(NKJV) Galatians 6 7 Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap. 8 For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life.
Conclusion
· When believer’s rebel against God’s will, they bring pain and loss upon themselves as well as other people. 
· God wants us to be in position so that He can use us at a moments notice.
· God wants us to Finish strong during tough times.
· The good news is that the Lord often gives a second chance to obey Him. 
· This morning, have you been running from God in some area of your life? 
· If so, return to the Father and give Him complete control. He delights to work through available, obedient servants. 
· Walk towards the light, stand on Biblical convictions, live a Godly lifestyle that pleases our Heavenly Father.
· You can do it.  Finish Strong in 2008 and position yourself for 2009.
· You cannot be defeated, you are the Kings Kid!
· Let us pray!
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