Don’t Be Afraid of Losing What You Have

January 13, 2008

Introduction

· 2008 is the Year of God’s Greatness.  We studied last week and found we must first believe what Jesus says…the Word.(John 14:12-14)

· We must then ask in the name of Jesus. Then we must praise Him.  Get ready for what you asked.  Come expecting and ready to receive the Greatness of God.

· In order to see more of God’s Greatness, we must be willing to change and give more of ourselves for the work of the Gospel.

· When we change, we can’t be afraid of losing what you have. We must evaluate our life. 

· Anything you can’t let go of, even if God asks you to, is keeping you from receiving more and better things from Him…More of His Greatness in and through your life.

· Let us look to the Word of God this morning. 

(AMP) Matthew 19 21Jesus answered him, If you would be perfect [that is, have that spiritual maturity which accompanies self-sacrificing character], go and sell what you have and give to the poor, and you will have riches in heaven; and come, be My disciple [side with My party and follow Me].


A. It is not yours, it is all His.
1. Shout...it is all God’s anyway!
2. Jesus asked a rich young ruler to sell what He had and follow Him. 
3. The rich young ruler was sad when Jesus asked Him to give up his possessions. (Note…they were not God’s, the rich young leader thought they were his!)

a. If what you have is from God, you don't need to be afraid of losing it. 

b. If it's from God and you do lose it, God will bring it back to you in a better form. 

c. If it's not from God, then you don't need it anyway. 

4. This morning we must examine and see if we have the wrong mindset where our personal possessions are concerned? 

a. If God asked you to give up all that you have, would you consider it a loss or gain? 

b. The rich young ruler saw it as a loss, even though he was given the opportunity to be one of Jesus' disciples.

5. Giving puts you in the position to receive from God.  His Greatness then can be poured into you.  God can trust you to get it done for Him.

B. Jesus is looking for relationship not religion.
(NKJV) Mark 10 17 Now as He was going out on the road, one came running, knelt before Him, and asked Him, “Good Teacher, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?” 18 So Jesus said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good but One, that is, God. 19 You know the commandments: ‘Do not commit adultery,’ ‘Do not murder,’ ‘Do not steal,’ ‘Do not bear false witness,’ ‘Do not defraud,’ ‘Honor your father and your mother.’” 20 And he answered and said to Him, “Teacher, all these things I have kept from my youth.” 21 Then Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, “One thing you lack: Go your way, sell whatever you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, take up the cross, and follow Me.” 22 But he was sad at this word, and went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions.  23 Then Jesus looked around and said to His disciples, “How hard it is for those who have riches to enter the kingdom of God!” 24 And the disciples were astonished at His words. But Jesus answered again and said to them, “Children, how hard it is for those who trust in riches to enter the kingdom of God! 25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” 26 And they were greatly astonished, saying among themselves, “Who then can be saved?” 27 But Jesus looked at them and said, “With men it is impossible, but not with God; for with God all things are possible.” 28 Then Peter began to say to Him, “See, we have left all and followed You.”  29 So Jesus answered and said, “Assuredly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or children or lands, for My sake and the gospel’s, 30 who shall not receive a hundredfold now in this time—houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands, with persecutions—and in the age to come, eternal life.

1. The young man knew and observed the commandments, but he didn't love God with all his strength. Where do you stand this morning?

a. Your "strength" includes your influence and money. 

b. You must give up your will to do the will of God for your life. That is a good trade up!

2. You will experience more of God’s Greatness in 2008 when you are doing God’s will.  We need to set aside our agenda and follow His.

3. Jesus said that it is hard for a rich person who trusts in their riches to follow God and do things His way. 

a. You can be rich but poor in spirit.

b. You may be rich by dying of a disease.

c. You may be rich but be eternally broke, busted & disgusted.

4. You have to ask yourself, "Who or what do I trust?" 

a. There should be nothing or no one you trust more than God.

C. Whatever you give up for God He will restore - better and even more than you had before.
(NKJV) Mark 8 35 For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel’s will save it.

(NKJV) Mark 10 28 Then Peter began to say to Him, “See, we have left all and followed You.”  29 So Jesus answered and said, “Assuredly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or children or lands, for My sake and the gospel’s, 30 who shall not receive a hundredfold now in this time—houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands, with persecutions—and in the age to come, eternal life.
1. The rich young ruler would have had a hundredfold return had he given up what he had. 

a. Sometimes you have to give up more than riches. 

b. You have to give your problems to God. 

c. You have to give your cares, even those concerning your children and family.  Turn them over to God. 

2. You can't be afraid of losing what you have. 

a. Remember whatever you give up for God's sake, He will return a hundredfold. 

3. When you release it into the hands of God, now He can do something with it.  He will put the super on the natural just to show you His Greatness.

Conclusion

· It is not yours, it all belongs to God.  Your salvation allows you to be an heir to God and a joint heir with Jesus Christ.
· Don’t even choose the worldly possessions over eternal possessions.
· The Kingdom way of doing things are opposite to that of this world.  Focus on the Kingdom and see the Greatness God will show you.
· Jesus is looking for a people who are focused on relationship with Him and not religious.  Religion cannot save you…it is God’s Greatness!
· Whatever you give, God will increase it 100-fold.  You never lose.  God places you in a position to always will and win big.
· Test His Word and see that it works.
· God’s Greatness will be poured upon us when we are not afraid to lose what we have.  God does not take things away, He is the God of increase, prosperity (Body, mind and soul).
· Take God out of the box and believe what the Word says.  Ask Him in His name and begin to thank him for the blessings and His Greatness.
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