Faith: The Power Connection – Part 1

May 29, 2011
 

Introduction

· This morning I want to expand on our faith walk.  Last week we discussed being persistent in your faith.  

· We’ve seen the importance of being persistent in our faith and how it leads to a great life of victory.

· Today we are going to link our faith to get power.  Power to move mountains and change lives forever.

· There is power that can bring the world to its knees, its faith.

· This morning, how strong is your faith today?  Do you use your faith to transform the world you live in?  Have you seen your faith working in your life?

· God wants us to use our faith daily like we use our eyes to see and our feet to walk.  Faith must me used in order to get results.  

· God responds to faith.

· Let us see what the Word of God has to say about faith the power connection. 

(Message) 1 John 5 4-5Every God-begotten person conquers the world's ways. The conquering power that brings the world to its knees is our faith. The person who wins out over the world's ways is simply the one who believes Jesus is the Son of God.
1) When it comes to faith, we must not allow the things we have heard from God’s Word to slip away.
a) Shout…Faith is born out of the Word of God. 

b) Shout…Faith is essential to Kingdom living. 

c) Shout…Faith will cause circumstances to bow to the power of God’s Word. 

d) We must keep the Word of God before us in prayer, study, via audio or dvd.  It must always be in the forefront of our life.

2) We cannot please God without faith 
(NKJV) Hebrews 11 6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. 

a) We must believe two things: 

i) God exists. 

ii) He will reward those who diligently seek Him. 

b) If we lack faith, it is not God’s fault. Look to your neighbor…say it’s your own fault.

c) God has provided the means for everyone to have faith. We all start off with the same amount of faith.

d) We become saved through faith.

e) When you exercise your faith, it grows.  Just like working out grows your muscles.

(NKJV) Ephesians 2 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast.
f) Faith must be in two places: the heart and the mouth (Romans 10:9-10). 

g) The “heart” is the center of our being; it is the spirit man. 

h) You cannot believe what you have not heard. 

i) Faith comes by hearing the Word of God preached

(NKJV) Romans 10 17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

3) The Word of God is the seed potential to get faith; however, faith is not fully in operation until you hear the voice of God speak directly to you for your situation. 
a) Expect to hear God speak to you. 

b) Consistent meditation on God’s written Word positions you to hear the spoken Word of God. 

c) If you can hear it, you can have it. 

d) The written Word of God is the access point for hearing a Word from God. 

e) A spoken Word from God will connect you to the ability to get results. 

4) The Apostle Paul did three things that released the power of God to heal the cripple at Lystra.
(NKJV) Acts 14 7 And they were preaching the gospel there. 8 And in Lystra a certain man without strength in his feet was sitting, a cripple from his mother’s womb, who had never walked. 9 This man heard Paul speaking. Paul, observing him intently and seeing that he had faith to be healed, 10 said with a loud voice, “Stand up straight on your feet!” And he leaped and walked.

a) Paul preached the Gospel. The Good News!

b) He perceived the man had the faith to be healed. 

c) He told the man to stand up and walk. 

i) The man heard the Word of God being preached, had the faith to be healed, and leaped and walked. 

Conclusion

· Nothing is impossible with God.  It only takes faith.

· Faith is the power connection.  When you walk in faith, you walk in the power to change the environment that you live and work.

· Faith that is strong will move mountains and change lives for eternity.

· We must not allow the things we have heard from God’s Word to slip away.
· We cannot please God without faith.
· God responds to faith not the flesh.
· Faith should be in your heart (Spirit man) and mouth.
· Your faith confessions bring forth the possessions.
· Speak faith filled words, not fear filled words.
· If you hear it in the Word, you can posses it.
· Always remember that faith heals.
· Shout…Today is the day that I step up my faith.  I will study the Word and God will speak to me.  My faith will increase as I hear from God and exercise my faith.  My faith is growing daily. I am gaining power through my faith to do and become like Jesus.  I expecting faith.  I have powerful faith.  I have overcoming faith.  I have healing faith.  I have exceedingly and abundantly increasing faith.  My faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God.  I am connected to God’s power.  In Jesus Name I pray.  Amen.
· Let us pray.
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