Faith: The Power Connection Part 2

June 5, 2011
 Introduction

· This week I want to continue on our faith walk. The greater our faith, the greater the power we have to perform the supernatural in our lives.
· When you walk in faith, you walk in the power to change the environment that you live and work.
· Faith that is strong will move mountains and change lives for eternity.
· We cannot please God without faith. God responds to faith not the flesh.
· Your faith confessions bring forth the possessions.
· Faith is the conquering power that brings the world to its knees. 

· Faith is confidence in God’s Word. Bible faith is supernatural and believes what it does not see. 

· It is the evidence of what you have not yet seen come to pass.

· Let us look at the Word of God and grow our faith this morning.

(Message) 1 John 5 4-5Every God-begotten person conquers the world's ways. The conquering power that brings the world to its knees is our faith. The person who wins out over the world's ways is simply the one who believes Jesus is the Son of God.

1) God’s desire for us is to have powerful conquering faith.
a) Shout…My faith is arising.  My faith is increasing.  My faith has power.

b) Let’s define faith: Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not yet seen 

(NKJV) Hebrews 11 1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.
c) Faith is the warranty deed; the evidence that what you hope for is a reality in the unseen realm. 

i) There is a natural human faith, but Bible faith is supernatural. It grasps the unrealities of hope and brings them into reality. 

ii) It makes it now faith.  In the present time.

(1) Hope is the blueprint for what you believe, but faith “fills” hope with substance. 

iii) Faith in God is faith in the Word. 

iv) You can mentally agree with the Word, but until you believe it with your heart and have an inner image of the Word coming to pass in your life, faith is not really in operation. 

2) You must believe what you say will come to pass when you pray. 
(NKJV) Mark 11 23 For assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that those things he says will be done, he will have whatever he says. 24 Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them.
a) Shout…I Believe I receive. I believe I have it now!

b) Faith does not have to have the senses agree with it to confirm it is done. 

c) The receiving comes after the believing. 

d) No believing = no receiving.

e) Put faith behind what you believe.  Have passion for the Word of God.

f) Example:  On your job when the boss tells you that you will be paid on a Friday, you believe and don’t question it.  You expect to be paid because you worked all week.  You do not doubt that the check will be there on Friday and that the check is good and will not bounce.  Why can’t we do this with our faith in Jesus Christ.  He said it, believe it.

3) Don’t have “Thomas” faith. 

a) Thomas had to see to believe, but Jesus says those who believe without seeing anything are empowered to prosper.

(NKJV) John 20 24 Now Thomas, called the Twin, one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 The other disciples therefore said to him, “We have seen the Lord.” So he said to them, “Unless I see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not believe.”  26 And after eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, “Peace to you!” 27 Then He said to Thomas, “Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; and reach your hand here, and put it into My side. Do not be unbelieving, but believing.”  28 And Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!”  29 Jesus said to him, “Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”
b) Real faith is built on the Word, not what we can perceive with our five physical senses.

i) I don’t have to see it to believe it.  I don’t need to touch it to make me believe.  The Word is proven and works every time. 

(NKJV) Romans 4 17 (as it is written, “I have made you a father of many nations”) in the presence of Him whom he believed—God, who gives life to the dead and calls those things which do not exist as though they did;
c) Start calling those things in now like you have it.  Speak to the dead situations and know that the power in your works when connected to your faith will bring the end result of what you spoke.

Conclusion

· Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not yet seen.

· Faith is the warranty deed; the evidence that what you hope for is a reality in the unseen realm.

· Hope is the blueprint for what you believe, but faith “fills” hope with substance.

· The receiving comes after the believing. 

· No believing = no receiving.
· Don’t have doubting Thomas Faith.  I don’t have to see it to believe it.  I don’t need to touch it to make me believe.  The Word is proven and works every time.
· Work your faith and your faith becomes more powerful.  God will place the super on your natural.
· Shout…My faith is increasing.  I can have what I speak because I speak faith filled words. I have now faith! My faith fills hope with substance.  I receive when I believe.  My faith will prosper me, heal me and promote me.  Powerful faith comes by using my faith daily.  I thank you Jesus for being an example of faith to me. In Jesus name I pray.  Amen.  
· Salvation Call/Altar Call
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