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Introduction

· This morning we celebrate Father’s Day!

· Have you ever asked the question, what does dad want for Father’s Day?

· We need to understand that Dad’s like to be needed and called upon for wisdom and help. Dad’s job is to fix broken stuff and defend the family, especially daughters.
· I read a list called the top 10 reasons why it’s good to be a man.  
· 10 You know stuff about tanks, trucks and guns. 
· 9 You can go to the bathroom without a support group. 
· 8 If someone forgets to invite you to something he can still be your friend. 
· 7 You can drop by to see a friend without bringing a little gift. 
· 6 If another guy shows up at the same party in the same outfit, you might become lifelong buddies. 
· 5 One wallet, one pair of shoes, one color, all seasons. 
· 4 There is always a game on somewhere. 
· 3 Your pals can be trusted never to trap you with, “So…notice anything different?” 
· 2 If something mechanical doesn’t work, you can bash it with a hammer and throw it across the room. 
· 1 You can do your nails with a pocketknife. 
· Dads are different from Mom’s.  Dads are waiting to be called upon for their help.  Our Heavenly Father is the same way.
· Let us look to the Word of God about the story of a dad and two sons’. 
(NKJV) Luke 15 11 Then He said: “A certain man had two sons. 12 And the younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the portion of goods that falls to me.’ So he divided to them his livelihood. 13 And not many days after, the younger son gathered all together, journeyed to a far country, and there wasted his possessions with prodigal living. 14 But when he had spent all, there arose a severe famine in that land, and he began to be in want. 15 Then he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country, and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. 16 And he would gladly have filled his stomach with the pods that the swine ate, and no one gave him anything.
17 “But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger! 18 I will arise and go to my father, and will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you, 19 and I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like one of your hired servants.”’ 20 “And he arose and came to his father. But when he was still a great way off, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him. 21 And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight, and am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet. 23 And bring the fatted calf here and kill it, and let us eat and be merry; 24 for this my son was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ And they began to be merry. 25 “Now his older son was in the field. And as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and asked what these things meant. 27 And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and because he has received him safe and sound, your father has killed the fatted calf.’ 28 “But he was angry and would not go in. Therefore his father came out and pleaded with him. 29 So he answered and said to his father, ‘Lo, these many years I have been serving you; I never transgressed your commandment at any time; and yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might make merry with my friends. 30 But as soon as this son of yours came, who has devoured your livelihood with harlots, you killed the fatted calf for him.’ 31 “And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that I have is yours. 32 It was right that we should make merry and be glad, for your brother was dead and is alive again, and was lost and is found.’”
1) The Earthly Dads Point of View.
a) If we think about it, you can probably find your place in the story. 
b) Shout…Holy Spirit lead me to do your will.
c) Dad wants to give their kids the things they want. They want their children to be happy. They want to provide for their wife.
d) Dads are there to train up and teach their children between right from wrong.
(NKJV) Ephesians 6 4 And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord.
e) Dads will let you make a mistake and hope you will learn from it.
f) Dads will love you through your pain and suffering, many times never saying a word. 
i) Dads suffer with their children silently because a man, according to the world, is tougher.
ii) Dads will sacrifice for their family and do what it takes to provide for their needs.
iii) Dads are always trying to give and provide more than what they had for their children.
(NKJV) Luke 11 10 For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened. 11 If a son asks for bread from any father among you, will he give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent instead of a fish? 12 Or if he asks for an egg, will he offer him a scorpion? 13 If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!”
g) I believe that most of us use our own fathers as a guide on what we believe God is like. If your father was distant or not there you probably feel that God is the same way.
h) Some of us have a real fear of our fathers. We fear punishment and rejection. 
i) Wait until your dad gets home! Dad was the ultimate punishment machine. 
i) Maybe the problem is that we can’t be good enough. 
i) Perhaps it was grades, or friends and or any choices in your life that were judged harshly. And you just can’t see how you can satisfy your dad.
ii) Sometimes dads choose a favorite. I might say something like why can’t you be like your brother or sister. 
iii) As the earthly dad it is really easy to try to make a comparison between the kids. Use one against the other to try to influence and control.
2) The Heavenly Father’s Point of View.
a) The earthly father should mirror our Heavenly Father by allowing the son/daughter to execute “Free Will.” 
i) The father gave over 1 third of the family estate to the young man and let him go away and live whatever life he wanted to live.
b) In our story, the father is looking down the road, almost as if he expected or longed for the son to come home. When it happens, he meets him down the road and is happy to see him and accepts him back.
i) I have known many fathers that have accepted their children back home in this way. Sometimes they come home with Grandchildren in tow.
c) I think maybe God wants us to be like the father in the story. 
i) Able to accept the wayward child home like nothing happened, and be able to explain to the other brother to accept the one he sees as a bum back home without punishment. 
ii) We see a father that has a divine love. He looks beyond the past and sees a bright future.
Conclusion
· What is it that a dad wants for father’s day? 
· Are we looking for a special tie, chosen by our children, something that represents their love for us or some aspect of our personality?
· Do we want a new electronic gadget or toy? 
· Do we want to go out to lunch? 
· What do dads really want for Fathers day?
· They want to know their children are doing well and are not suffering.
· They want their children to be safe.
· Dads want to help children when they have needs.
· Dads want to be wise, to make the right decisions for their children.
· This is what our Heavenly Father wants as well.
· He has the wisdom to let us learn the hard way, and the love to welcome us back anytime we goof up no matter how bad. He never says I told you so.
· As God’s children, we can never mess up to bad that he will not welcome us home. 
· God is God, and God is the perfect father. When we go off to a far country, never expecting to return he waits anxiously for our return.
· What a earthly father wants is the same as the Heavenly Father.
· We would love to be perfect, but most know we aren’t. But just like the Heavenly Father they wait anxiously for the phone to ring, and are more than willing to accept the charges to hear from their children.
· Our God would love to hear from all of you on this Father’s Day.
· Go ahead and call collect because He waits to hear from you.
· Let us pray.
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