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Introduction
· Happy Fathers Day!

· I want to start by saying thanks to all the dads here this morning.  I would like to read you a poem.

What Makes A Dad

God took the strength of a mountain, The majesty of a tree, 
The warmth of a summer sun, The calm of a quiet sea,
The generous soul of nature, The comforting arm of night,
The wisdom of the ages, The power of the eagle's flight, 
The joy of a morning in spring, The faith of a mustard seed, 
The patience of eternity, The depth of a family need,
Then God combined these qualities, When there was nothing more to add,
He knew His masterpiece was complete, 
And so, He called it ... Dad

~Author Unknown~

· I would like to talk to you this morning about the qualities or the makings of a Godly Father.  
(NKJV) Luke 15 11 Then He said: “A certain man had two sons. 12 And the younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the portion of goods that falls to me.’ So he divided to them his livelihood. 13 And not many days after, the younger son gathered all together, journeyed to a far country, and there wasted his possessions with prodigal living. 14 But when he had spent all, there arose a severe famine in that land, and he began to be in want. 15 Then he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country, and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. 16 And he would gladly have filled his stomach with the pods that the swine ate, and no one gave him anything. 17 “But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger! 18 I will arise and go to my father, and will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you, 19 and I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like one of your hired servants.”’ 
20 “And he arose and came to his father. But when he was still a great way off, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him. 21 And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight, and am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 
22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet. 23 And bring the fatted calf here and kill it, and let us eat and be merry; 24 for this my son was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ And they began to be merry. 25 “Now his older son was in the field. And as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and asked what these things meant. 27 And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and because he has received him safe and sound, your father has killed the fatted calf.’ 28 “But he was angry and would not go in. Therefore his father came out and pleaded with him. 29 So he answered and said to his father, ‘Lo, these many years I have been serving you; I never transgressed your commandment at any time; and yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might make merry with my friends. 30 But as soon as this son of yours came, who has devoured your livelihood with harlots, you killed the fatted calf for him.’ 31 “And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that I have is yours. 32 It was right that we should make merry and be glad, for your brother was dead and is alive again, and was lost and is found.’”

1) What does the bible say about Fathers?
A. Fathers are to act in the capacity of King, Priest and Warrior. 
B. Fathers are the foundation layers.  We are to pour into our children and wife the Word of God.
C. Fathers are doers, not just hears of the Word.
(NKJV) Matthew 7  9Or what man is there among you who, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone? 10Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent? 11If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask Him! 

D. Fathers are a unique breed of people. It has been often said that you can only have one mother while anyone can be a father. This is a false and twisted idea of fatherhood created by society.  
E. A real father is not necessarily the one that committed the physical act to bring a human being into this world but it’s one who functions in a fatherly capacity and acknowledges the responsibility as such and serves in that capacity. 
· #1. A real father is one who functions in a fatherly capacity. He is there in every stage of his children’s life to help them grow spiritually, emotionally and physically. 
· #2. A real father acknowledges his responsibility to his family. He doesn’t try to get away with not supporting his kids or by shifting the responsibility on someone else. However, he takes pride in supporting his children until they can do it for themselves. 
· #3. A real Father serves his family in the same way that Jesus came to serve us (NIV) Matthew 20 26Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, 27and whoever wants to be first must be your slave-- 28just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many."

2) Men need to serve in the capacity that our heavenly Father has given to us. 


A. In the capacity of king or the head of the family. We are in a sense the king of our castle, just as Christ is the head and or king of the church. Understand that every decision whether good or bad will effect everyone in the home. Fathers need to have the mind of Christ in order to make wise and Godly decisions for the family. 
(NKJV) Colossians 3 18 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be bitter toward them. 20 Children, obey your parents in all things, for this is well pleasing to the Lord. 

B. In the capacity of priest. Just as Jesus is our High Priest who sacrificed His life for us all and is always interceding for us. In the same way we are to make sacrifices for our families and never cease to intercede for them. The role of a priest is to intercede on behalf of the people and to sacrifice. 


C. In the capacity of warrior. We protect our family!
(NKJV)  Ephesians 6 13Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 14Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 16above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. 

D. As the warrior that we are, most of the battles are going to be won on our knees. 


3) Godly Father Characteristics.
A. Let’s look at the word FATHER. 


B. F stands for faith. If a father has faith in God and His word and in everything seeks to obey Him. His children will most likely put their confidence in God when they are older. 
C. A stands for acceptance. Accept our children and wife for who they are and speak positive words into their lives. 
D. T stands for time. The best gift that fathers can give to their children is time. 
E. H stands for help. (NKJV) Psalm 121 2My help comes from the LORD, Who made heaven and earth.  The Lord is the greatest helper that any person can have and He will help our children through us if we let Him do it. We can help by sharing God’s wisdom with them or simply by pointing them in the right direction.
F. E stands for encouragement. Each father needs to be the greatest cheerleader that his children will ever have. Encouraging them to set good goals for their lives and rejoicing in every achievement. 
G. R stands for rock and reverent example. A father has to be a source of strength to his family and a defense in times of struggle. Fathers should teach their children to have reverence for God, womanhood, life, and morality.

Conclusion
· This morning, we celebrate Father’s Day as a body of believers.  God has mandated us as men to be Godly Fathers to our family, make an impact in our community and to love our wife.
· Men, we need to act in the capacity that God has placed upon us to be…

· King and/or Head of the Household

· Priest

· Warrior

· These are all important areas that we need serve in, in order to obtain the title of Dad or Father.

· As Godly Fathers we must work to have the characteristics of Christ.  
· We must stand in faith, always being accepting of our children and wife.  
· We must take the time; balance our schedule to be there for our family, especially our children.
· Fathers are there as helpmates and teachers for our children.  We are to keep the family on track with God and help steer our family to do the will of God.

· Fathers are encouragers to the children and wife.  We are the biggest cheerleader in there life.

· As fathers, we must be the rock and reverent example to our family, friends and community. 
· God has placed an awesome responsibility on men, but He has given us His Word to make it happen.
· God Bless You Fathers This Morning!
· Let us pray.
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