The Footsteps of God - Series

Week 3 – What to Expect When We Walk in Step with God (Part 2)
October 26, 2008

Introduction

· Last week we discussed what to expect when we walk in step with God.

· When we walk in step with God when can expect to have an intimate relationship with the King of Kings.  

· We can expect clear guidance from Him.

· We can expect that He will always provide for us.  He will never fail us or let us down.

· We can expect the Holy Spirit to be our helper and guide us to the ways of God.  To help steer us and keep us on track.

· We discovered that an exciting adventure begins when we walk in step with Jesus.
· Peace, joy, contentment, confidence, comfort, and direction belong to us when we obediently submit to Him. 
· This week I want to finish our series and the four remaining areas that we should expect when we stay in step with God.
· This morning, we will once again look at our foundation scripture from last week and build upon what the Bible says about walking in the footsteps of God. 

(NKJV) Ephesians 4 1 I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which you were called, 2 with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love, 3 endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
1. What to expect once we walk in step with God. (8 Areas to share, this week we will look at the last four of eight)
A. When we walk in step with God we should expect the confidence to face the trails of life.
a. Shout….I can face any test or trial, because Jesus is with me.
b. Shout… My confidence is in the Lord Jesus.
(NKJV) Hebrews 13 5 Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things as you have. For He Himself has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.”
c. When we walk in step with God, we respond correctly to trying circumstances—even suffering and pain. 
i. Our Heavenly Father uses difficulty to strengthen, mature, and equip us to help others. No matter what we face in life, we can have confidence that God will never abandon us. 

B. When we walk in step with God we should expect that we may suffer for Christ’s sake.
a. Shout…I am becoming more like Christ when I suffer hardships.
b. Many people expect the Christian life to be trouble-free. You will be misunderstood and misjudged at times. 
(NKJV) 2 Timothy 3 12 Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.
c. Jesus Himself was persecuted, and controversy surrounded His ministry.

i.  When you are mistreated because of your faith, find comfort by drawing near to the Lord. 

C. When we walk in step with God we should expect to make a positive impact in our community and the lives of those we meet.
a. Shout…Look out world, I am here to make an impact for Jesus!
b. By walking in step with God, you will make a difference in your community. 
i. Whether through your countenance, your actions, or your words, the Holy Spirit will work through you to minister to others. Begin now to serve the Lord’s purpose in your generation.
D. When we walk in step with God we should expect God’s eternal and unconditional love.
a. Shout…God’s love is unconditional.

b. Only the Lord loves you with perfect and unconditional love 
(NKJV) Romans 8 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 As it is written: “ For Your sake we are killed all day long; We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.” 37 Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. 38 For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, 39 nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
c. We may not always sense His affection, but as we walk in step with God, the Holy Spirit makes us more aware of this awesome, indescribable gift. 

Conclusion

· Walking in step with God surely has its rewards.

· When we look at the walk with God, its benefits out way the cost.

· When we walk in step with God when can expect to have an intimate relationship with the King of Kings.  

· We can expect clear guidance from Him.

· We can expect that He will always provide for us.  He will never fail us or let us down.

· We can expect the Holy Spirit to be our helper and guide us to the ways of God.  To help steer us and keep us on track. 
· When we walk in step with God we should expect the confidence to face the trails of life. To be ensured that we will not fail.
· When we walk in step with God we should expect that we may suffer for Christ’s sake.  But the benefits out way the cost!
· When we walk in step with God we should expect to make a positive impact in our community and the lives of those we meet. We are here to win people into relationship with Christ.
· When we walk in step with God we should expect God’s eternal and unconditional love.  
· Continue to walk in step with God, you will not be disappointed.

· Let us pray!
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