Holy Spirit – The Love Factor

November 7, 2010

Introduction

· This week I want to close our series on the Holy Spirit.

· For the past several weeks we looked at the Holy Spirit and who He is. We looked at that He should be the one to lead us. We see that He gives us the power and anointing to get things done (God’s Plan). We also learned how to enhance our anointing and this week we will find out about the love factor.

· God’s power has a name, and that name is love. Therefore, when we make a decision to love God and others, we make a decision to be powerful. 

· Love activates the anointing.  Our anointing is enhanced when we increase in our love walk.

· God never fails; therefore, love never fails— because God is love. 

· Let us go to the Word of God and see what the Bible says about the love factor.

 

1) Two fundamentals we should understand and recognize about the anointing: 

a) The Acts of Righteousness 

i) We must allow our love to be sincere without hypocrisy or phoniness.

ii) Shout … No phonies in this house.

(AMP) Romans 12 9[Let your] love be sincere (a real thing); hate what is evil [loathe all ungodliness, turn in horror from wickedness], but hold fast to that which is good.

iii) When we operate in unconditional love, we also operate in wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption.   

b) Operating in Unconditional love 

i) If you are outside of the love of God, you are destined to fail. 

ii) When you function in unconditional love, you receive the power of God to do all things.

(NKJV) Deuteronomy 11 1 “Therefore you shall love the LORD your God, and keep His charge, His statutes, His judgments, and His commandments always. 2 Know today that I do not speak with your children, who have not known and who have not seen the chastening of the LORD your God, His greatness and His mighty hand and His outstretched arm— 3 His signs and His acts which He did in the midst of Egypt, to Pharaoh king of Egypt, and to all his land; 4 what He did to the army of Egypt, to their horses and their chariots: how He made the waters of the Red Sea overflow them as they pursued you, and how the LORD has destroyed them to this day; 5 what He did for you in the wilderness until you came to this place; 6 and what He did to Dathan and Abiram the sons of Eliab, the son of Reuben: how the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them up, their households, their tents, and all the substance that was in their possession, in the midst of all Israel— 7 but your eyes have seen every great act of the LORD which He did. 8 “Therefore you shall keep every commandment which I command you today, that you may be strong, and go in and possess the land which you cross over to possess, 9 and that you may prolong your days in the land which the LORD swore to give your fathers, to them and their descendants, ‘a land flowing with milk and honey.’ 10 For the land which you go to possess is not like the land of Egypt from which you have come, where you sowed your seed and watered it by foot, as a vegetable garden; 11 but the land which you cross over to possess is a land of hills and valleys, which drinks water from the rain of heaven, 12 a land for which the LORD your God cares; the eyes of the LORD your God are always on it, from the beginning of the year to the very end of the year.  13 ‘And it shall be that if you earnestly obey My commandments which I command you today, to love the LORD your God and serve Him with all your heart and with all your soul, 14 then I will give you the rain for your land in its season, the early rain and the latter rain, that you may gather in your grain, your new wine, and your oil.
iii) Love is a decision. We do not always feel like loving others. (AMEN)

c) We demonstrate our love for God by obeying His commandment to love.  

i) Obedience will bring forth the blessings!

ii) Our commitment to operate in love is often tested at home first. 

iii) We are mature Christians when we develop in love.  

iv) It is vital that we develop above our selfishness. God does not forget our sacrifices of love. 

2) Love is the factor that places you in a winning position for life.
(AMP) Luke 10 19Behold! I have given you authority and power to trample upon serpents and scorpions, and [physical and mental strength and ability] over all the power that the enemy [possesses]; and nothing shall in any way harm you.

a) God gives us power, which is His love. With that love, we possess authority over all of Satan’s abilities.     

i) God deals with our enemies when we walk in unconditional love. 

ii) God is my vindicator.  God is my advocate.

iii) Love is the most powerful authorization we have as Christians. 
iv) When we chose to love, you win, the anointing is enhanced and you will succeed in all things.  Nothing can take you down!
Conclusion

· Today I want us to put into practice what we have learned.
· I want us to take a moment and allow the Holy Spirit to lead us and direct us this morning.

· For those that have not been filled with the Holy Spirit, today is your day.  Today is our day that we activate that anointing that has been sitting dormant.

· The filling of the Spirit depends on our relationship with the Lord.  
· When someone comes to Christ they are saved (they have the Holy Spirit), what do we choose to do with our salvation is another issue.  If for example you received an inheritance, the property and money of an estate became yours.  You could either squander the blessing or use it to accomplish more.  In the same way, when we receive the Spirit, we receive an eternal inheritance from God, we have the choice, to allow God’s Spirit to us or not use us.  
· When we yield ourselves to the control of the Holy Spirit, an amazing event happens; we become filled with the Spirit.  
· This morning lets put the Word of God into practice.

· Let us pray.

· Salvation Call/ Altar Call
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