How to Minister To The Lord

August 10, 2008
Introduction

· This morning I want to teach you how to minister to the Lord.

· The quickest way to get your deliverance is to praise and worship the Lord.

· When the praises go up, the blessings come down. 

· Praise and worship ushers in the presence of God. 

· He inhabits the praises of His people!

·  When you minister to Him through praise, get ready for a breakthrough! 

· Let us look in the Bible this morning and by the Holy Spirit let Him show Himself in the Word regarding how to minister to the Lord.

(NKJV) Acts 16 16 Now it happened, as we went to prayer, that a certain slave girl possessed with a spirit of divination met us, who brought her masters much profit by fortune-telling. 17 This girl followed Paul and us, and cried out, saying, “These men are the servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to us the way of salvation.” 18 And this she did for many days. But Paul, greatly annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And he came out that very hour. 19 But when her masters saw that their hope of profit was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace to the authorities. 20 And they brought them to the magistrates, and said, “These men, being Jews, exceedingly trouble our city; 21 and they teach customs which are not lawful for us, being Romans, to receive or observe.” 22 Then the multitude rose up together against them; and the magistrates tore off their clothes and commanded them to be beaten with rods. 23 And when they had laid many stripes on them, they threw them into prison, commanding the jailer to keep them securely. 24 Having received such a charge, he put them into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks. 25 But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them. 26 Suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s chains were loosed. 27 And the keeper of the prison, awaking from sleep and seeing the prison doors open, supposing the prisoners had fled, drew his sword and was about to kill himself. 28 But Paul called with a loud voice, saying, “Do yourself no harm, for we are all here.” 29 Then he called for a light, ran in, and fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. 30 And he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 
31 So they said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household.” 32 Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. 33 And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their stripes. And immediately he and all his family were baptized. 34 Now when he had brought them into his house, he set food before them; and he rejoiced, having believed in God with all his household.
1) Minister to the Lord.
a) Shout…I must learn to minister to the Lord.

b) Shout… I will praise and worship the Lord.

c) Ministering to the Lord is defined as the prayer of praise and worship. 
d) When you minister to the Lord without an agenda, you position yourself for His deliverance. 

i) Learn how to praise God for the small things. 

ii) You were created to fellowship with God, cultivate a personal relationship with Him, and minister to the Lord. 

e) Paul and Silas were severely beaten for delivering a demon-possessed slave girl.

i) They were beaten, thrown in jail, and their feet were fastened to stocks. 

(1) In pain from the beating, Paul and Silas could have chosen to complain, but they didn't. 

(2) Paul and Silas prayed and sang praises to God so loudly the other prisoners heard them. 

(a) They demonstrated faith by praising God in the midst of their trouble. 

(3) They believed God would answer their prayers. 

(4) Those who pray, believing God will answer, enter into His rest. 

ii) When you pray, believe you have received what you asked for.

(NKJV) Matthew 21 22 And whatever things you ask in prayer, believing, you will receive.”
f) Ministering to the Lord was done in the early church.

(NKJV) Luke 24 50 And He led them out as far as Bethany, and He lifted up His hands and blessed them. 51 Now it came to pass, while He blessed them, that He was parted from them and carried up into heaven. 52 And they worshiped Him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 53 and were continually in the temple praising and blessing God. Amen. 

(NKJV) Acts 2 44 Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common, 45 and sold their possessions and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had need. 46 So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.

2) Deliverance and break through comes after praise. (Jehoshaphat's defeat of the Moabites and Ammonites) (2 Chronicles 20:1-25). 

a) Shout…I have victory in Christ Jesus.  I am the head and not the tail.

b) 1st, they were out numbered so they seek the Lord through praise and worship and fasting. (Vs. 18-19, 21 - 22)

c) God not only delivered His people from a mighty army, but He blessed them with great wealth, gathered from the spoil of their enemies. 

i) It took 3 days to gather up the spoils.
Conclusion

· In the midst of life, minister to the Lord.  Praise and worship Him.
· We must learn to praise the Lord in the little things of life.
· Don’t inquire with a friend; inquire of the Lord first.
· Paul and Silas praised their way out of their trouble.
· They stood on faith and believed when they prayed.

· Stand on what you pray.  God will use your situation to bless and change lives.
· We touch the heart of God by our praise and worship!  He is Holy and Worthy.
· Great deliverance comes when you praise the Lord.
· This morning, let’s take a moment to praise and worship the Lord.
· Let us pray!
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