Living For The Lord – Living Holy (Part 3)

February 27, 2011
Introduction

· This morning I want to continue on with our series on Living for the Lord – Living Holy.  We talked about getting our thinking right.  
· We are holy when we allow our thinking to agree with God’s Word. 
· As Christians we renew our minds with the Word of God on a daily basis.  
· We should not love the things of the world more than we love the things of God. 
· God wants us to share in His holiness so that we can see His promises come to pass in our lives. However, we cannot achieve holiness if we don’t pursue it. 
· We said last week that God is looking for Believers operating in unconditional love, Believers living a lifestyle of holiness and Believers operating by faith.
· In order to live a life of holiness, we must align our thinking with God’s Word so that His power and favor can flow through us. 
· Holiness must be a way of life for the Christian.
· This morning, lets see what the Word has to say about living Holy and let get to pursuing it!
(AMP) Hebrews 12 10For [our earthly fathers] disciplined us for only a short period of time and chastised us as seemed proper and good to them; but He disciplines us for our certain good, that we may become sharers in His own holiness. 11For the time being no discipline brings joy, but seems grievous and painful; but afterwards it yields a peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it [a harvest of fruit which consists in righteousness--in conformity to God's will in purpose, thought, and action, resulting in right living and right standing with God].

1) When faced with trials and persecution, we must keep our focus on the Word of God 
(NKJV) 2 Timothy 3 10 But you have carefully followed my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, love, perseverance, 11 persecutions, afflictions, which happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra—what persecutions I endured. And out of them all the Lord delivered me. 12 Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution. 13 But evil men and impostors will grow worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived. 14 But you must continue in the things which you have learned and been assured of, knowing from whom you have learned them, 15 and that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.
a) Shout…I may get persecuted, but I am persuaded to walk in holiness.

b) Getting our mind around the Word of God is the foundation for holiness. 

i) Holiness is being of one mind with God. In one accord.  

c) Christians that spend a considerable amount of time studying the Word usually position themselves to walk in holiness. 

i) The more time we spend renewing our minds with the Word, the more we develop holiness.   

d) Two steps to developing holiness are: 

i) Choosing God. 

ii) Perfecting holiness.

2) God has set two choices before us—life and death 
(NKJV) Deuteronomy 30 15 “See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil, 16 in that I command you today to love the LORD your God, to walk in His ways, and to keep His commandments, His statutes, and His judgments, that you may live and multiply; and the LORD your God will bless you in the land which you go to possess. 17 But if your heart turns away so that you do not hear, and are drawn away, and worship other gods and serve them, 18 I announce to you today that you shall surely perish; you shall not prolong your days in the land which you cross over the Jordan to go in and possess. 19 I call heaven and earth as witnesses today against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing; therefore choose life, that both you and your descendants may live; 20 that you may love the LORD your God, that you may obey His voice, and that you may cling to Him, for He is your life and the length of your days; and that you may dwell in the land which the LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give them.”
a) Shout…I choose life. A life of holiness.

b) God graciously gives us the opportunity to choose Him; He commands us to love and obey Him for our own good. 

i) Those who reject God are headed for destruction. 

ii) True holiness involves choosing God and everything that is holy and acceptable in His sight. 

3) In order to live holy, we must place certain boundaries around our lives. 
a) For example, we should cautiously choose our friends. 

i) We imitate the people with whom we spend the most time. 

(1) Evil communication and lifestyles corrupt good manners. 

ii) People who do not have the same belief in God that we do can cause us to doubt Him.  

(1) It only takes a little doubt to cause us to be defeated as Christians. 

iii) Christians should not respect the world’s standards more than they respect God’s standards. 

b) (NKJV) Matthew 7 13 “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. 14 Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it.
i) It is not wise to choose a path in life simply because everyone else is choosing it. 

ii) We must choose the best path for our lives, which is holiness.  

iii) However, we have to make the decision on our own. Neither God nor anyone else can make the decision for us. 

c) (NKJV) Proverbs 14 12 There is a way that seems right to a man, But its end is the way of death.  

i) Sometimes we are offered opportunities that seem right based on the opinions of others or the world.  

ii) However, certain opportunities or paths in life can separate us from God and His provision. 

iii) We must acknowledge God in all we do.  

4) Holiness Versus Righteousness  
(NKJV) 2 Corinthians 5 21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.

a) When Jesus died on the cross 2,000 years ago, He took our sin in exchange for His righteousness. We were brought into right standing with God.   

i) Therefore, we cannot work for our righteousness because we have already been made righteous through Jesus’ sacrifice.  

(NKJV) 2 Corinthians 7 1 Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.

b) We can become more holy, but not more righteous.  

i) While righteousness is a gift, holiness is a way of life. 

ii) We commit to a lifestyle of holiness when we choose God. 

iii) Holiness does not come to us without effort; we must decide to live holy. 

c) To live holy, we must separate ourselves from thinking that opposes God’s Word.

i) Sin weakens our confidence and hinders our relationship with God. 
Conclusion

· When I am persecuted, I will still strive for holiness.  I will not allow the test and trials of life from detouring me from my walk in holiness.  I choose to live for Jesus.  

· I choose holiness.  I choose to live life like Jesus.

· In order to live holy, we must place certain boundaries around our lives.
· We must choose our friends wisely.  Don’t follow the crowd, lead them.
· Certain opportunities or paths in life can separate us from God and His provision.
· We have the righteousness of Christ, but we must work on the holiness part of life.
· Shout…Jesus I choose this day to follow you in holiness.  You are my example.  He hard times, in tests, and in trials, I will not go astray. I choose life.  I choose holiness.  I choose Jesus. I will set boundaries to keep me focused.  I am the righteousness of Christ Jesus.  Righteousness was paid for by my elder brother Jesus.  Thank you, thank you, thank you!  In Jesus Name I pray.  Amen.
· Let us pray.
Salvation Call / Altar Call

PAGE  
3

