Living for the Lord – Living Holy  (Part 1)

February 13, 2011

 

Introduction

· This morning I want to get us thinking about living for the Lord and living Holy.  No longer talking about being Holy but there must be action behind what we speak.
· We are holy when we allow our thinking to agree with God’s Word. 
· You are what you think and you have what you speak!
· It is vital to our success as Christians that we renew our minds with the Word of God on a daily basis. 
· If we do not allow the Word to change our thinking and way of life, we will never know what it means to be holy. 
· We will have a life of one disappointment after another.  There will be no favor or blessings flowing in our lives unless we understand that we must live a life for Jesus and be Holy.
· Let’s see what the Word of God has to say about living Holy.
(AMP) Hebrews 12 10For [our earthly fathers] disciplined us for only a short period of time and chastised us as seemed proper and good to them; but He disciplines us for our certain good, that we may become sharers in His own holiness. 11For the time being no discipline brings joy, but seems grievous and painful; but afterwards it yields a peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it [a harvest of fruit which consists in righteousness--in conformity to God's will in purpose, thought, and action, resulting in right living and right standing with God]. 12So then, brace up and reinvigorate and set right your slackened and weakened and drooping hands and strengthen your feeble and palsied and tottering knees, 13And cut through and make firm and plain and smooth, straight paths for your feet [yes, make them safe and upright and happy paths that go in the right direction], so that the lame and halting [limbs] may not be put out of joint, but rather may be cured. 14Strive to live in peace with everybody and pursue that consecration and holiness without which no one will [ever] see the Lord.

1) God wants us to partake of His holiness 
a) Shout…Living for God means I must become Holy!

b) Shout…Holiness must become a lifestyle for Christians. 

c) We should strive to live in peace with everyone and pursue holiness.

i) We pursue holiness by studying, and doing the Word (renewing the mind).  

d) In 2011, the mind-set we have determines the life we will live. 

i) God wants us to experience His blessing; He wants to see His promises come to pass in our lives. 

ii) He knows that if we transform our thinking to agree with His Word, our lives will produce Godly results. 

(1) If you think like God, you will talk and act like God.  Get your thinking right.

e) When we become born again, we give our lives to Jesus Christ, allowing Him to reign over us. We submit to His authority.
i) We must allow our sinful nature to die so that our new nature in Christ can live. 

(1) You are trading up.

2) Why do you procrastinate in making the changes God wants you to make? 

a) Shout…Today is the day I quit procrastinating and do it God’s way.

b) Many times, we want to hang on to certain aspects of our old nature. 

i) We may be reluctant to completely turn away from certain pleasurable sins or old life habits. 

ii) It’s like holding onto something dead.  It weights us down.

iii) We may not want to go through the process of allowing the Word to change our ungodly thoughts (the ones we like).    

c) However, when we live holy lives, we are positioning ourselves to receive all God wants to give us.

(NKJV) 2 Corinthians 7 1 Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.
3) Worldly thinking causes us to be perverse, vain, empty, lifeless, and unproductive.
(AMP) Ephesians 4 17So this I say and solemnly testify in [the name of] the Lord [as in His presence], that you must no longer live as the heathen (the Gentiles) do in their perverseness [in the folly, vanity, and emptiness of their souls and the futility] of their minds. 18Their moral understanding is darkened and their reasoning is beclouded. [They are] alienated (estranged, self-banished) from the life of God [with no share in it; this is] because of the ignorance (the want of knowledge and perception, the willful blindness) that is deep-seated in them, due to their hardness of heart [to the insensitiveness of their moral nature]. 19In their spiritual apathy they have become callous and past feeling and reckless and have abandoned themselves [a prey] to unbridled sensuality, eager and greedy to indulge in every form of impurity [that their depraved desires may suggest and demand].

a) People who have worldly mind-sets are alienated from the life of God because of their ignorance of Him.

i) People disqualify themselves due to their ignorance.

ii) As a result, they go further into their ignorance and sin.    

iii) For the Christian, there is a new way of life—a life that is holy and consecrated unto God. 

b) As Believers in Jesus, we must refrain from the worldly thinking we had before we were born again. 

c) During the mind renewal process, a transformation takes place in us. We begin to actually agree with the Word.   

i) A sinful lifestyle and worldly thinking cause strongholds to develop in our minds, which are difficult to break. 

ii) Therefore, our subconscious thinking must be renewed with the Word. 

iii) In other words, the “Word transformation” must go so deep that it affects us subconsciously, or within the spirit of our mind. 

(NKJV) Ephesians 4 20 But you have not so learned Christ, 21 if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught by Him, as the truth is in Jesus: 22 that you put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man which grows corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, 23 and be renewed in the spirit of your mind,

iv) We can get to the point that we do the Word without having to consciously think about it. 

v) When we consistently learn and do the Word, we are holy. 

Conclusion

· This week let us put into action holiness.  Living for the Lord and being Holy.

· We should strive to live in peace with everyone and pursue holiness.

· We pursue holiness by studying, and doing the Word (renewing the mind).  

· We must change our mindsets.  We need to quit do the same thing over and over and expect a different result.  

· When God speaks to us to change or go in a new direction, we must move and be obedient.

· What you keep around and tolerate will dominate and keep you from living Holy.

· Don’t resist the change that God wants to do in your life.  Kick the old self to the curb and place on the new spirit man.

· Worldly thinking causes us to be perverse, vain, empty, lifeless, and unproductive.  Don’t think like the world.
· Remember that people disqualify themselves due to their ignorance.

· As a result, they go further into their ignorance and sin.   
· Shout…Jesus I will live for you.  I will not get swayed by worldly living.  I choose you today.  Your ways.  Your Word.  I will not procrastinate when you speak.  I will change and move immediately. I expect a Word Transformation in my life.  Holy Spirit, deposit the Words of Jesus deep into my subconscious.  I will live for Jesus.  I will and can live Holy.  In Jesus Name I pray. Amen.
· Let us pray.
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