Living for the Lord – Living Holy Part 4

March 6, 2011
Introduction

· This morning I want to continue on with our series on Living for the Lord – Living Holy.  We have talked about getting our thinking right.  
· We are holy when we allow our thinking to agree with God’s Word. 
· As Christians we renew our minds with the Word of God on a daily basis. 
· In order to live holy, we must place certain boundaries around our lives.
· We must choose our friends wisely.  Don’t follow the crowd, lead them.
· Certain opportunities or paths in life can separate us from God and His provision.
· We have the righteousness of Christ, but we must work on the holiness part of life.
· There is a path we must follow if we want to see God’s power flow in our lives. That path is holiness. 
· When we are of one mind with God, we are holy. 
· Holiness is vital in these last days because God is the one who allows His power to flow. Therefore, we must become holy vessels for His use. 
· Being holy means being on the right path; walking with God. Being unholy leads to the path of self-destruction. 
· This morning, let us see what the Word has to say about living Holy and lets get to pursuing it!
(AMP) Hebrews 12 10For [our earthly fathers] disciplined us for only a short period of time and chastised us as seemed proper and good to them; but He disciplines us for our certain good, that we may become sharers in His own holiness. 11For the time being no discipline brings joy, but seems grievous and painful; but afterwards it yields a peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it [a harvest of fruit which consists in righteousness--in conformity to God's will in purpose, thought, and action, resulting in right living and right standing with God].
1) In these last days, there will be perilous times of great stress and trouble.
(NKJV) 2 Timothy 3 1 But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: 2 For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 3 unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, 4 traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5 having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn away!
a) Shout…I am the righteousness of Christ Jesus.  I am pursing Holiness.

b) The Bible says that people will be lovers of themselves and money, and be aroused by greedy desires to become wealthy. They will be proud and arrogant and contemptuous boasters.  Do you know any?

i) We can see this in the work place, at school and sometimes at church meetings.

c) People have become abusive (blasphemous, scoffing), disobedient to parents, ungrateful, and profane. They have taken up the devils DNA.

d) They will be without natural human affection, slanderers, loose in morals and conduct, uncontrolled and fierce, haters of good, and inflated with self-conceit. 

e) People have become lovers of sensual pleasures and vain amusements more than and rather than lovers of God. 

f) The Bible tells us to stay away from such people. We cannot be friends with people who are enemies of God.  These people refuse to walk in Holiness.

g) The key in the end times (today) is that we plan or choose to walk in holiness.

2) Check your attitude.  Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you your short falls.  
a) A lustful attitude will draw you away from holiness.

(NKJV) 1 Corinthians 10:6).  6 Now these things became our examples, to the intent that we should not lust after evil things as they also lusted.

i) The Israelites experienced severe consequences as a result of their lustful, evil acts in the wilderness. 

ii) The easiest way to avoid problems is to pay attention to the examples other people have set. 

iii) Every evil act begins with a thought.   Get your mind wrapped around being Holy. Think about Jesus!

b) Don’t place anything before God.  He should be 1st and foremost.

i) An idol is anything that has taken God’s place in our lives. 

ii) Many times we make famous athletes or entertainers our idols. 

(NKJV) 1 Corinthians 10 8 Nor let us commit sexual immorality, as some of them did, and in one day twenty-three thousand fell;

c) Any sex outside of marriage is sin— 23,000 Israelites fell dead in one day because of their sexual immorality. 

d) Shout…God is not playing.

i) We must be aware of even the thoughts that can lead to sexual immorality.   Holiness is being pure before God!

ii) Our bodies are the temple of God. When we defile His temple, He doesn’t take it lightly.

3) Holiness is a daily process. We must make it a way of life. 
a) Shout…Holiness is a daily process.  I pursue it every day when I wake up.

b) The process will be difficult; however, we must not run away from our development. 

i) Many times, we run away from pressure, but we are actually running away from the process that leads to promotion in life. 

ii) Press toward the mark. Evaluate your own heart. 

iii) Judge how you judge others and be sure to speak the truth in love. 

c) Allow the Lord to give you light.

(NKJV) Ephesians 5 14 Therefore He says: “ Awake, you who sleep, Arise from the dead, And Christ will give you light.”

i) Every day take another step towards holiness.  The process works but you must pursue it daily.
Conclusion

· Be a leader and only follow Christ Jesus.

· In these last days, there will be perilous times of great stress and trouble.  However, you are the righteousness of Christ Jesus. Just keep pressing in on becoming holy and live right.
· Watch who you associate with.  Make sure they are of like mind and spirit.

· Check your attitude.  Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you your short falls.  This one thing will keep you on the road to holiness.
· Follow Biblical examples such as Jesus, Daniel or Moses.

· Holiness is a daily process. We must make it a way of life.
· Walk in it, pursue it, strive for it, speak it and live it.  You become what you pursue after.  Go after holiness.
· Shout…Jesus I pursue holiness.  I believe when I read and study the Word of God.  My mindset is changing daily.  I am not the same person I was yesterday.  I am transforming to your will an your plans for my life. I am being molded into your image.  I choose holiness today.  I have an attitude of gratitude.  Holy Spirit lead me and guide me.  I choose you and your will.  I love you Jesus.  I pray this in the name of Jesus. Amen.
· Let us pray.
Salvation Call
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