Living for the Lord – Living Holy Part 5

March 13, 2011

Introduction

· This morning I want to continue on with our series on Living for the Lord – Living Holy.  We have talked about getting our thinking right.  
· We said that we are holy when we allow our thinking to agree with God’s Word. 
· As Christians we are to renew our minds with the Word of God daily. 
· We need to set holy boundaries around us and to choose our friends wisely.  
· We have the righteousness of Christ, but we must work on the holiness part of life.
· When we choose holiness, we are choosing to give God priority in our lives. 
· Holiness is being of one mind with God; it is aligning our thoughts to agree with His Word. 
· One of the main hindrances to holiness is financial corruption. 
· It is easy for us to be led astray in today’s fast-paced and materialistic society. When money and material things become priorities in our lives, we are practicing idolatry.
· We must examine our motives in all that we do to be sure God is and remains in the position of first place in our lives. There is a path we must follow if we want to see God’s power flow in our lives. That path is holiness. 
· This morning, let us see what the Word has to say about living Holy and lets get to pursuing it!
(AMP) Hebrews 12 10For [our earthly fathers] disciplined us for only a short period of time and chastised us as seemed proper and good to them; but He disciplines us for our certain good, that we may become sharers in His own holiness. 11For the time being no discipline brings joy, but seems grievous and painful; but afterwards it yields a peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it [a harvest of fruit which consists in righteousness--in conformity to God's will in purpose, thought, and action, resulting in right living and right standing with God].
 

1) Tough times, trouble, political unrest is tools of the Devil to agitate you and cause you to forget the Word you have learned.  
a) Shout… Jesus I place my trust in you no matter what comes my way!

b) Shout…I will stick to the Word of God.

c) We must be determined to retain the Word, even when we experience pressure and trials and tough times. 

d) Remember that tough times will define you based on the choices you make.

e) We must always choose holiness.    

f) There are three enemies to holiness: 

i) Immorality 

ii) Financial corruption 

iii) Rebellion

2) Financial corruption alters destinies and destroys lives.  
a) Covetousness is a state of mind in which one believes that nothing he or she owns is good enough. 

i)  It is when you want what someone else has. “The Joneses Syndrome”.

b) An idol is someone or something that takes first place in our lives. 

i) Some of the Israelites got involved in idolatry by making gold their god. 

ii) As a result, 3,000 men died because they chose gold over God 

(NKJV) Exodus 32 25 Now when Moses saw that the people were unrestrained (for Aaron had not restrained them, to their shame among their enemies), 26 then Moses stood in the entrance of the camp, and said, “Whoever is on the LORD’s side—come to me!” And all the sons of Levi gathered themselves together to him. 27 And he said to them, “Thus says the LORD God of Israel: ‘Let every man put his sword on his side, and go in and out from entrance to entrance throughout the camp, and let every man kill his brother, every man his companion, and every man his neighbor.’” 28 So the sons of Levi did according to the word of Moses. And about three thousand men of the people fell that day. 29 Then Moses said, “Consecrate yourselves today to the LORD, that He may bestow on you a blessing this day, for every man has opposed his son and his brother.” 
30 Now it came to pass on the next day that Moses said to the people, “You have committed a great sin. So now I will go up to the LORD; perhaps I can make atonement for your sin.” 31 Then Moses returned to the LORD and said, “Oh, these people have committed a great sin, and have made for themselves a god of gold!

iii) We must not allow anything to take God’s place.  

3) When people desperately crave material things, they become deceptive.   

a) Shout…Money is a tool to build the Kingdom of God.

b) Ask yourself, “Has money taken the place of God in my life?” 
i) Has money caused you to belittle the power of God?  

ii) Do you spend more time chasing money than you do spending time with the Lord? 

iii) Many people plan meetings to increase their wealth but rarely set aside any time for God. 

iv) Whoever or whatever governs your decisions, time, money, resources, and plans is your god.

v) Choose holiness today.  Live for the Lord!

4) Don’t love money.
(NKJV) 1 Timothy 6 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.   

a) Many have “wandered from the faith” and caused themselves mental anguish because of their wrong relationship with money. 

b) When someone has a lot of money and material things, it doesn’t necessarily mean that they have the blessing of God operating in their lives. 

i) We should never sacrifice godliness for money.  

ii) Being content means we have an inward knowledge of sufficiency that comes from the Lord. We are activating holiness.

iii) Those who crave riches more than they crave godliness will fall into the enemy’s traps.  Don’t allow material things to control you.

Conclusion

· When you are walking with the Lord and living Holy, we will not stray away from His Word.

· We cannot allow this world to compromise us with its money and material things.  Allow God to be your provider and source.

· The Devil tries to bring immorality, financial corruption and rebellion into a Christian, a Believers life so he can steal our holiness.
· Financial corruption alters destinies and destroys lives. 
· Trust the Lord in all things…this includes your finances.

· Why chase after silver and gold when you should be in pursuit of the one who created the gold and silver.  

· Don’t love money it is only a tools.  Money has caused so many to stumble right out of holiness.  Don’t be its next victim. 

· When someone has a lot of money and material things, it doesn’t necessarily mean that they have the blessing of God operating in their lives.
· Shout…Jesus I choose holiness.  I choose you over the pursuit of money or fame.  I choose to live holy and righteous.  Nothing, nothing, nothing will shake my faith in Jesus. No test or trail or hard time will detour me from the blessings of God and living holy.  I declare this day that I will strive for holiness in everything I do.  I seek to be more like you Jesus.  Help me, guide me, lead me, and direct me.  Have your way holy spirit!  Money cannot buy me peace, salvation or a friend.  My friend is Jesus.  Do you know Him? In Jesus Name I pray.  Amen.
· Let us pray.
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