Living for the Lord – Living Holy  (Part 2)

February 20, 2011

 

Introduction

· This morning I want to continue on with our series on Living for the Lord – Living Holy.  Last week we talked about getting our thinking right.  
· We are holy when we allow our thinking to agree with God’s Word. 
· We said that you are what you think and you have what you speak!
· As Christians we renew our minds with the Word of God on a daily basis. The cleansing Word positions us to become Holy.
· If we do not allow the Word to change our thinking, we will never know what it means to be holy. 
· It is sad to say but many times, it is difficult to distinguish Christians from worldly people. 
· We should not love the things of the world more than we love the things of God. 
· God wants us to share in His holiness so that we can see His promises come to pass in our lives. However, we cannot achieve holiness if we don’t pursue it. 
· This morning, lets see what the Word has to say about living Holy and let get to pursuing it!
(AMP) Hebrews 12 10For [our earthly fathers] disciplined us for only a short period of time and chastised us as seemed proper and good to them; but He disciplines us for our certain good, that we may become sharers in His own holiness. 11For the time being no discipline brings joy, but seems grievous and painful; but afterwards it yields a peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it [a harvest of fruit which consists in righteousness--in conformity to God's will in purpose, thought, and action, resulting in right living and right standing with God]. 

1) Three things Jesus wants to find on Earth when He returns: 
a) Believers operating in unconditional love. 

b) Believers living a lifestyle of holiness. 

c) Believers operating by faith.

2) We must align our minds with God’s Word
(NKJV) 1 Peter 1 13 Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 14 as obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your ignorance; 15 but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16 because it is written, “Be holy, for I am holy.”  17 And if you call on the Father, who without partiality judges according to each one’s work, conduct yourselves throughout the time of your stay here in fear; 18 knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot. 20 He indeed was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you 21 who through Him believe in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. 22 Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart, 23 having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides forever, 24 because “ All flesh is as grass, And all the glory of man as the flower of the grass.  The grass withers, And its flower falls away, 25 But the word of the LORD endures forever.”  Now this is the word which by the gospel was preached to you.
a) Shout…My mind is in alignment with the Word of God.

b) Shout…Holiness is a state of being in total agreement with God. 

i) We cannot achieve holiness without the renewal of our minds. 

ii) We must be obedient to the Word, and completely turn away from our evil desires. 

iii) Place the studied Word into action daily.

iv) We do not receive God’s blessing by simply knowing His Word; we must obey it.

(1)  Be doers of the Word, just not hearers.  God wants to see out faith in action.

3) God has called us to holiness
(NKJV) 1 Thessalonians 4 7 For God did not call us to uncleanness, but in holiness.

(Message) 1 Thessalonians 4 6-7Don't run roughshod over the concerns of your brothers and sisters. Their concerns are God's concerns, and he will take care of them. We've warned you about this before. God hasn't invited us into a disorderly, unkempt life but into something holy and beautiful—as beautiful on the inside as the outside. 
a) Shout…God has called me to holiness.

b) In today’s society, we will find all types of attitudes, beliefs, and thought patterns that oppose God.  

i) We live in this world, but we are not of the world. 

(1) We are a spirit being having an earthly experience.

ii) There should be a noticeable difference between Christians and worldly people. The light of God’s Word should shine through us as Christians.   

c) Many Believers are growing in their obsession with the world instead of their affection for God. 

i) An obsession with the world is caused by ignorance of the Word. 

(1) People disqualify themselves due to their ignorance.

(2) As a result, they go further into their ignorance and sin.   

ii) When we become acquainted with God’s Word, we learn that God’s way of doing things far outweighs anything the world has to offer.     

iii) Live Holy and be blessed!  Live worldly and suffer its consequences.

4) The Bible says for us to present your body as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable unto God. Do not be fashioned after this world. 
(NKJV) Romans 12 1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.
a) Shout…I start becoming Holy when I renew my mindset.

b) Instead, be changed by the transformation of your mind.  

i) We transform our thinking by reading the Bible, comprehending it, and doing it. 

ii) When we renew our minds, we also prove for ourselves the acceptable and perfect will of God for our lives. 
Conclusion

c) God is looking for Believers operating in unconditional love, Believers living a lifestyle of holiness and Believers operating by faith.

d) We have to align our mind with the Word of God.  We need to reset the mind to be focused on Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior.

· Always strive to live in peace with everyone and pursue holiness.

· Holiness comes by pursuing holiness by studying, and doing the Word.

· Doers see the promises of God daily in their lives.  

· There should be a noticeable difference between Christians and worldly people. The light of God’s Word should shine through us as Christians.  

· What you keep around and tolerate will dominate and keep you from living Holy.

· Many Believers are growing in their obsession with the world instead of their affection for God.

· Remember that people disqualify themselves due to their ignorance.

· As a result, they go further into their ignorance and sin.  
· Present yourself a living sacrifice Holy before God. 
· Shout… Jesus, I am a Believer operating in unconditional love.  I am a Believer living a lifestyle of holiness.  I am a Believer operating by faith. My mind is in alignment with your Word. I study the Word, I believe the Word.  I do the Word.  I see the Word manifested in my life.  I am pursing holiness.  I am living for the Lord.  My life reflects holiness.  It reflects Jesus. In Jesus Name I pray. Amen.
· Let us pray.
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