Making the Gospel Attractive to the Lost

January 24, 2010

Introduction

· This morning I want to bring a word of encouragement to help you move into the blessings of God.  

· I want to show you some practical steps to making the Gospel attractive to those that are lost.

· I want to ensure you that you can do it; it’s in your DNA!
· There are many examples in the Bible on how to make this living Word attractive and contagious for the non-believer.

· God wants to complete what He has started in you.  One of the most rewarding things you can do is to share the Gospel. 

· Let us look to the Word of God this morning.
(AMP) Titus 2 9[Tell] bond servants to be submissive to their masters, to be pleasing and give satisfaction in every way. [Warn them] not to talk back or contradict, 10Nor to steal by taking things of small value, but to prove themselves truly loyal and entirely reliable and faithful throughout, so that in everything they may be an ornament and do credit to the teaching [which is] from and about God our Savior.

1) Let’s prove ourselves to be faithful, loyal and reliable.
a) Shout…Jesus; help me change from the inside out by the power of your Word.

b) Are you truly faithful, loyal and reliable? Can God rely on you? 

c) An ornament is used to decorate. It is used to draw attention to its self. It is usually beautiful and eye catching.
i) When something is attractive, it is pleasing to the eyes and arouses. 

d) We have been called to win souls for the Kingdom of God and make the Gospel attractive. 

i) Jesus made the gospel attractive; therefore, people constantly followed Him. 

ii) Who is following you this morning? 

e) When people see your life, they should be drawn to you, and desire to follow Jesus. You have what they need!
2) Our faith should be seen. 
(NKJV) Mark 2 1 And again He entered Capernaum after some days, and it was heard that He was in the house. 2 Immediately many gathered together, so that there was no longer room to receive them, not even near the door. And He preached the word to them. 3 Then they came to Him, bringing a paralytic who was carried by four men. 4 And when they could not come near Him because of the crowd, they uncovered the roof where He was. So when they had broken through, they let down the bed on which the paralytic was lying. 5 When Jesus saw their faith, He said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven you.”  6 And some of the scribes were sitting there and reasoning in their hearts, 7 “Why does this Man speak blasphemies like this? Who can forgive sins but God alone?”  8 But immediately, when Jesus perceived in His spirit that they reasoned thus within themselves, He said to them, “Why do you reason about these things in your hearts? 9 Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Arise, take up your bed and walk’? 10 But that you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins”—He said to the paralytic, 11 “I say to you, arise, take up your bed, and go to your house.” 12 Immediately he arose, took up the bed, and went out in the presence of them all, so that all were amazed and glorified God, saying, “We never saw anything like this!”
a) Shout… Jesus help me show off my faith by being a doer of the Word.

b) Be found working and implementing the Gospel in your life.

c) Four men carrying a sick man in a bed came to see Jesus, but the house was overcrowded. 

i) The men climbed on top of the roof of the house and lowered the man down before Jesus. 

ii) When Jesus saw this bold act, He saw their faith and forgave their sins. 

iii) There were scribes observing the entire situation, and they began to reason within their minds. 

iv) They thought, 7 “Why does this Man speak blasphemies like this? Who can forgive sins but God alone?”  (Mark 2:7). 

v) However, at Jesus’ command, the man rose up and walked, and everyone was amazed. 

vi) When people see you defeating strongholds and challenges, they will want to know about the Gospel. 

3) Be changed by the renewal of your mind; the Gospel has the power to change us.
(NKJV) Romans 12 1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.
a) Shout…I will be refreshed and renewed by the power of the Word.

b) If any person be in Christ, he is a new creation entirely. The old creation has passed away.
c) This is what people are attracted to.

d) People are attracted to the change in you.  They want to know why and how the “radical transformation” has taken place.
(NKJV) 2 Corinthians 5 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.

i) I don’t need Botox or a face lift…I just need more Jesus.

e) Let the joy that comes from Jesus’ words remain in you, so that your joy and gladness will be full.

(NKJV) John 15 11 “These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy may be full.
i) Be a joyful Christian. Place a smile on your face.  Your joy will become contagious and make the Gospel attractive to the lost.

f) Being in the will of God brings joy.  

(NKJV) Romans 15 32 that I may come to you with joy by the will of God, and may be refreshed together with you.
Conclusion

· Make the Gospel attractive to the lost by living the Word everyday.
· You walk by faith and not by sight.  You are a champion for the cause of Christ.

· Be found faithful, loyal and reliable.  People will see these traits in your life and be attracted to you. (God in you)

· Your faith should be seen like the four men in our story today.
· Faith in action brings results.  Your faith attracts others to the Gospel.

· Make an effort this week to reach out and touch someone.  Be active in sharing the Word of God with others or be a living testimony of God’s greatness.

· I declare that people will be drawn to the Jesus in you.  Live the Gospel life and attract them into the Kingdom.

· Shout…Father God, In the name of Jesus I declare that I will walk in the Word of God.  I will be the fragrance of the Lord that will attract people to you.  Let my example draw people into the Kingdom.  Jesus, give me your words on my lips.  Let me be found doing your Word.  Let me be a magnet that draws people into relationship with you.  In Jesus name I pray.

· Let us pray!
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