Ministering To the Lord 

August 17, 2008

Introduction

· Last week we discussed how to minister to the Lord.  We seen that when we praise & worship God, have no agenda other than to draw close to God, we touch His heart. 
· You were created to fellowship with God, cultivate a personal relationship with Him, and minister to the Lord.
· When you minister to the Lord, God hears your voice and answers.  The fastest way to a break though or deliverance is to minister to the Lord through praise & worship.  

· Remember what Paul & Silas did in the inner cell of the jail. (Acts 16:16-31) 

· Remember Jehoshaphat. (2 Chronicles 20:1-25) 

· Great deliverance comes when you praise the Lord.
· Jesus has the answer to the kind of worship and praise He expects us to give to our Heavenly Father.

· This morning, let’s take some time and explore a little deeper on how we should minister to the Lord.  Jesus gives us a good illustration in the Book of John.

· Let’s see what the Word has to say this morning. Amen.


(NKJV) John 4 19 The woman said to Him, “Sir, I perceive that You are a prophet. 20 Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, and you Jews say that in Jerusalem is the place where one ought to worship.” 21 Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe Me, the hour is coming when you will neither on this mountain, nor in Jerusalem, worship the Father. 22 You worship what you do not know; we know what we worship, for salvation is of the Jews. 23 But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. 24 God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.” 25 The woman said to Him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When He comes, He will tell us all things.” 26 Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am He.”   



1) God is looking for the true worshippers.

a) Shout… In order to minister to the Lord, I must become a true worshipper.

b) A true worshipper is one that worships in spirit and truth. 
c) God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.
i) You live in a body, you have a soul and you are a spirit.
ii) The way you communicate to the Father is by the Spirit.  The Holy Spirit that is in you.
d) Just like in Jesus’ day - we can see false worship happening and we need to understand what false worship is… False Worship is:

i) Selective Worship - It chooses what it wishes to know about God and omits the rest. Many today pick and choose worship; they come when they feel like it and take only what they think tastes good at the moment.

ii) One-Sided Worship - Jesus’ words are to worship in Spirit and Truth - not one or the other. Many churches today have great Spirit worship with no meat, no substance. And some have great theological teaching, but there is no feeling. All Spirit is mere emotionalism - and all Truth is mere intellectualism. Jesus said you must have both. You cannot pick one side or the other.  True worship is worship that approaches God with the whole person. 

iii) Superstitious Worship - It is a worship given, not out of a sense of need or any real desire, but because one feels that it might be dangerous not to. 

(1) A lot of people will refuse to walk beneath a ladder; many a person will have an unpleasant feeling when a black cat crosses their path; not that they believe in these superstitions, but he/she has the feeling that there might be something in them and he/she had better play safe. 

e) Shout… Jesus said there is a time coming and it is now that we must worship in Spirit and in Truth.  

i) Worship isn’t to be some academic exercise… worship is that expression that encompasses the whole of who you are. It is a form of ministering to the God of the universe.

2) Worship in Spirit and in Truth.

a) Shout… Lord Jesus, teach me to worship in Spirit and in Truth.

b) To Worship in Spirit and in Truth is:

(NKJV) Psalm 47 7 For God is the King of all the earth; Sing praises with understanding. 8 God reigns over the nations; God sits on His holy throne.      

c) To worship God and minister to Him, we must declare God’s person.

i) It is declaring who and what God is - the God of gods, the Lord of lords; who sits on the throne over all the earth.

(NKJV) Psalm 126 2 Then our mouth was filled with laughter, And our tongue with singing. Then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great things for them.”  3 The LORD has done great things for us, And we are glad.
d) To Worship God and minister to Him, we must thank Him for the provision. 

i) It is the joyful thanksgiving to Him alone for all that He has provided, providing and will provide in your life.

(NKJV) Psalm 31 19 Oh, how great is Your goodness, Which You have laid up for those who fear You, Which You have prepared for those who trust in You In the presence of the sons of men! 

e) To Worship God and minister to Him, is celebrating the promise of refuge through salvation and the promise of eternal life. 

(NKJV) Psalm 139 7 Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your presence? 8 If I ascend into heaven, You are there; If I make my bed in hell, behold, You are there. 9 If I take the wings of the morning, And dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 10 Even there Your hand shall lead me, And Your right hand shall hold me. 

f) To Worship God and minister to Him, we must acknowledge that He is not a part time God; but that He is both present here and that He will be present with you through anything.

(NKJV) Psalm 16 9 Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoices; My flesh also will rest in hope. 10 For You will not leave my soul in Sheol, Nor will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption. 11 You will show me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy; At Your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 

g) To Worship God and minister to Him, is to rejoice in the path of life’s salvation that God has provided. Rejoicing that you can have your name written in the Lamb’s book of life.

(NKJV) Psalm 37 39 But the salvation of the righteous is from the LORD; He is their strength in the time of trouble. 40 And the LORD shall help them and deliver them; He shall deliver them from the wicked, And save them, because they trust in Him.

h) To Worship God and minister to Him, is to respond to the call of God on your life.

i) When you come to really worship - God will always call you to a deeper relationship with Him… either through salvation or a deeper call to walk with Him or even a deeper call to commit your service to Him - and when He does you need not ignore it - but respond to it! 


Conclusion

· Every time you come to church, you should minister to the Lord and experience Him. You should walk out of church saying WOW, what a great God!” 

· When we minister to the Lord we should come with a 

· Open Heart - It is taking off the mask, letting God see what is in your heart (He can anyway). When you come with an open heart you are not pretending, you’re not being a hypocrite, you’re not putting on a show - you are simply coming to worship, to praise and thank Him.

· Holy Spirit focus - It is taking a focus off of - “personal agendas” and saying what can I give to God? It is to willingly submit to God’s desires and not your own. To submit your life to live by God’s Spirit that it would be Him alone that would be seen.

· Real Hunger and thirst - Jesus said in Matthew - blessed are those who hunger and thirst for they will be filled… and He told the Samaritan women, whoever drinks the water He gives will be filled. When you approach worship you should come wanting God’s presence, seeking God’s presence and hungering for God’s presence.

· True Hope - approach it with the hope that God has an answer, that you can find strength and a hope that in your searching you can find…Him.

· When each of us comes to worship in this way; there will always be a powerful moving of God’s Spirit and His presence that will equip and enable the church to move mountains.

· The church that worships in Spirit and Truth has a powerful attraction. 

· It strips away the things that block the eyes and heart. It strips away personal agendas; it strips away false pretenses and the masks you wear and it holds Jesus up.

· It becomes real and genuine. People see it, they know it, they feel it with all that they are (heart, mind and soul) and they walk away with a God sized hope, a soul hunger that is both filled and craving and a heart that knows that God cares.

· True biblical worship so satisfies our total personality that we don’t have to shop around for man-made substitutes. And church… that makes for a powerful church.

· Let us pray.
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