My Mid Year Check Up From The Neck Up

Just Do It – 11:00 AM Service

June 8, 2008

Introduction

· Introduce Diana, Amanda & Matthew

· This morning I want to help build your faith in the Word of God and teach you something you can apply in your life.  

· I want to lay down some foundation this morning and this evening, finish what we start this morning. Today is June 8th 2008, mid point of the year.  Let me ask you…

· Are you on track with God? 

· Are you where God wants you today? 

· Have you done anything this year where God’s Greatness has been shown off? (Loved ones saved, healed, etc)

· Do you want to do more for God before the end of this year?

· Are there goals that God has placed before you but they seem like there is no way for them to be completed before the end of the year?

· Perhaps you are waiting on God for the answer, a new job, a new home, a spouse, a healing, more finances, etc.

· Well are you ready to get it done for Jesus this morning.

· (Repeat Title of the sermon)

· Lets stand for the reading of the Word of God this morning…

(NKJV) John 2 1 On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. 2 Now both Jesus and His disciples were invited to the wedding. 3 And when they ran out of wine, the mother of Jesus said to Him, “They have no wine.” 4 Jesus said to her, “Woman, what does your concern have to do with Me? My hour has not yet come.” 5 His mother said to the servants, “Whatever He says to you, do it.”  6 Now there were set there six waterpots of stone, according to the manner of purification of the Jews, containing twenty or thirty gallons apiece. 7 Jesus said to them, “Fill the waterpots with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. 8 And He said to them, “Draw some out now, and take it to the master of the feast.” And they took it. 9 When the master of the feast had tasted the water that was made wine, and did not know where it came from (but the servants who had drawn the water knew), the master of the feast called the bridegroom. 10 And he said to him, “Every man at the beginning sets out the good wine, and when the guests have well drunk, then the inferior. You have kept the good wine until now!” 11 This beginning of signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory; and His disciples believed in Him. 12 After this He went down to Capernaum, He, His mother, His brothers, and His disciples; and they did not stay there many days.

1. Always look to Jesus for the answer.

A. Shout… I will look to Jesus for the answer.

B. We must put into our spirit that Jesus is our solution provider, go nowhere else to look for the answer.

C. As Christians we must not lean to our own understanding or strength.  It is Jesus that will place the super on our natural to get things done.

D. Don’t look to the right or to the left…look to Jesus. He is the answer.

(NKJV) Proverbs 3 5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; 6 In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.
2. Just do it!

A. Shout…Whatever God tells me to do, I will do it!

B. Shout…I will obey the voice of the Lord.

C. Whenever Jesus tell you to do something, don’t question, just do it.

(NKJV) Deuteronomy 28 1 “Now it shall come to pass, if you diligently obey the voice of the LORD your God, to observe carefully all His commandments which I command you today, that the LORD your God will set you high above all nations of the earth.

D. Part of walking in faith is trusting in what God has told you to do.  (What has He told you to do that you have not move on yet?)

E. We must walk in the plans of God and not waver. His plan never fails.

F. Obedience is the key to the blessings of God. Walk by faith and not by sight.

3. As Christians, we must be filled to the brim with the Word of God and the Holy Spirit.

A. Jesus said to fill the water pots to the brim.  Nothing else could be added to the pots.  
B. This is just like Jesus; He wants us filled to the brim with His Word and His Holy Spirit.  Therefore nothing of the world can be added or contaminate us.  There is no room for sin, sickness, disease, failure, lack, doubt, etc.
(NKJV) Acts 4 31 And when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness.  32 Now the multitude of those who believed were of one heart and one soul; neither did anyone say that any of the things he possessed was his own, but they had all things in common.

C. When you are filled to the brim, you will spill over into others lives and they will be changed for Jesus.
D. When you are filled to the brim, you become selfless.  Your focus is on God and His will and not on you and your problems.
E. Jesus was filled to the brim and poured Himself into us by His obedience on the cross.
4. The latter things are greater than the former things.

A. Shout… My latter days are going to be greater than my former days. (Say it like you mean it) 

B. The next six months will be greater than the last six months. 

C. God is about to pour out an increase that people will take notice and He will be shown off.

D. Your past victories in Christ were good, but will fail to compare to what God is going to do for you before the end of in 2008.  

E. The latter things will be greater then the former things.

(NKJV) Job 8 7 Though your beginning was small, Yet your latter end would increase abundantly.

(NKJV) Job 42 12 Now the LORD blessed the latter days of Job more than his beginning; for he had fourteen thousand sheep, six thousand camels, one thousand yoke of oxen, and one thousand female donkeys.

Conclusion

· We must go to Jesus for the solution to every problem, test or trial.

· We must do what He say…be obedient and walk in faith!

· We must always be filled to the brim with His Word and the Holy Spirit.  We must be speaking and meditating on the Word daily, constantly be filled to the brim so that we can spill into the lives of those that don’t know Jesus.

· When we do these things, we can stand on the promises of God’s Word.  The latter things will be greater than the former things in Christ Jesus.

· Altar Call – Salvation

· Altar Call to release what we have been holding on to and JUST DO IT.

· Let us pray---Turn over to Pastor David.

My Mid Year Check Up From The Neck Up

Finishing Strong– 6:00 PM Service

June 8, 2008

Introduction

· I want to recap what we discussed this morning and move quickly to the Word tonight.

· We must go to Jesus for the solution to every problem, test or trial. Don’t look elsewhere for the answer.

· God will never steer us wrong or take us off course.

· We must do what He says…be obedient and walk in faith! Just do it!

· We must always be filled to the brim with His Word and the Holy Spirit.  We must be speaking and meditating on the Word daily, constantly be filled to the brim so that we can spill into the lives of those that don’t know Jesus.

· When we do these things, we can stand on the promises of God’s Word and be ensured that the latter days will be greater than the former days in Christ Jesus.
· This evening I want to deposit in you that God has placed in each one of you the ability to finish strong!

· God has created you to be the head and not the tail.

· Let us look at some step to ensure that we finish strong in 2008.

· Let’s look at what the Word of God has to say this evening.

(NKJV) 1Cornithians 9 24 Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may obtain it. 25 And everyone who competes for the prize is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an imperishable crown. 26 Therefore I run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as one who beats the air. 27 But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should become disqualified.

(NKJV) 2 Timothy 3 12 Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.
1) Before finishing strong, know you must go through some things in order to be completed in Him.

a) Paul finished strong! Joseph finished strong! Daniel finished strong! Jesus finished strong! 

b) Shout…I will finish strong.

c) Sometimes God needs to separate you form people and things so He can place something into you so you can finish strong. God separates you so that you can spend time to go deeper into the depths and revelation of God’s plan.

i) Like Paul, you may know the Word, but are not yet in the likeness of Christ; revelations and manifestations take hidden time with God.

ii) Slowing down takes more than a commitment, it takes discipline.

(NKJV) John 15 4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. 5 “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned.
d) Experiencing life’s issues is a training ground by the personal trainer, Jesus, in order for you to get fit for the race of life.

2) God brings the helpmate and the encourager to help you finish strong.

a) God will always bring people to stand by your side to encourage you as you run the race of life.  These people are placed in your life strategically by God to help you stay the course. (Look to your pastor)

b) Barnabas came calling Paul and he was ready. Too many times we are not ready for the opportunities to minister when they come. Study to show yourself worthy. (2 Tim 4:2)

c) Paul worked closely with others in ministry and helped others get involved in ministry. We need to do the same.

d) Paul understood the sufficiency of Grace, Paul finished strong because he had learned it was not about him but about the Christ that was in him.

e) He found out when he was weak God made him strong.

i) We are pretty good at not letting anyone know we have weaknesses but we must take off the mask. It is ok to ask for help.

3) Focus on the unseen.

(NKJV) 2 Corinthians 4 18 while we do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal. 

a) Paul was able to focus, not on things seen but on things not seen.

b) Paul learned to be content; he stood on the Word and the promises of God.  His focus would not waver on the circumstances He saw, but what God promised.

i) You will finish the race strong if you don’t waver from God’s plan.  Seek the eternal things of life.

c) Think about this…

i) Joseph in Pharaoh’s prison sent there by jealous brothers but protected by a loving God.

ii) Righteous Daniel sleeping like a baby while the lions prowled around him all night, dreaming of Daniel soup…but God had closed their mouths.

iii) Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, Three young boys thrown into a fire so hot that it killed the men who threw them in!  And we hear King Nebuchadnezzar say to his servants, "Weren't there three men we tied up and threw into the fire?" And they said, "Yes, O King." And he said, "Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the gods."

iv) Paul and Silas weren't alone in that prison cell and they knew it! They were surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses. They were filled with the Holy Spirit! They were encircled by the heavenly host.They sang and rejoiced and praised God at the top of their lungs.

d) The next time you're in the prison of persecution or the dungeon of despair, look around!  Realize you're not alone.

e) We walk by faith and not by sight!

4) Learn to deal with disappointment in order to finish strong.

a) Shout…I am a over comer.

b) You can overcome life’s issues and finish strong.

(NKJV) 2 Timothy 4 18 And the Lord will deliver me from every evil work and preserve me for His heavenly kingdom. To Him be glory forever and ever. Amen!

5) Give of yourself.

a) As Paul poured himself into others, you must do the same in order to finish strong.

b) Jesus is our example of one who gave of himself, even to death on the cross.  Jesus finished strong, He completed the race.

c) Give of yourself today. 

i) Give of your time and talents that God has given you.  

ii) Give to the church you dwell so to edify the Body of Christ.  

iii) Be one who is used of God in a mighty way.

(NKJV) 2 Timothy 4 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.

Conclusion

· Your desert experience is a time to build you up, train you in the things of the Lord.  It is a season of preparation that will not be wasted.  It is a time of growth to prepare you for the race ahead.

· Along the way, God will bring those to help and encourage you during this race. You can do it.  Rely on the Lord and His strength.

· Don’t waver off the path that you run on, look to the unseen.  God has placed a vision and dream in you, seek it and you shall find it.  Don’t look at the things around you or your situations, look to God. Just do it!

· Learn to deal with the disappoints of life.  Don’t let them defeat you.  The race is long like a marathon and you can endure. Pick yourself up, trust in the Lord and you will finish strong.

· Give of yourself, pressing in and do the work of the Lord. When you give of yourself, you forget your situation or issue.  Helping someone else releases joy to your spirit man. 

· Remember, the miles that you will travel for the Lord will be priceless.

· When you finish strong, your will hear the Words of God…Well done my good and faithful servant.

· Pray for salvation.

· Pray for strength to finish strong and an anointing to persevere.

· Turn over to Pastor David.
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