Persistent In Your Faith
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Introduction

· This morning I want to share with you about how persistence in your faith pays off in your life.

· Throughout the Bible, there are examples of people who were persistent in their faith. 

· In challenging times, it may seem as if our faith is not working. Many times, we are tempted to give up on the Word we have planted in our hearts.

· If we remain steadfast concerning the Word of God, we will experience victory. 

· Being persistent is the key to our faith.  Never giving up on the Word of God causes us to prevail every time.

· Let us see what the Word of God has to say about being persistent in our faith.

(NKJV) Acts 19 20 So the word of the Lord grew mightily and prevailed. 

1) The Word of God is a seed that we plant within us. It grows as we cultivate it. 
a) Shout…I have the Word seed inside of me.

b) We can conquer and prevail in every spiritual attack against us if we allow God’s Word to grow in our hearts and minds. 

i) Picture yourself victorious and overcoming. You will not become what you don’t believe.

c) God is calling us to spiritual battle to defeat our enemies in these last days. 

i) Don’t be fearful, be faithful. 

ii) Jesus has deprived the world of its power to defeat or harm you and me. 

(NKJV) John 16 33 These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.”

iii) Satan tries to defeat us by using our past mistakes, stress, pressure from trials, and negative thoughts against us. 

iv) When we begin to speak the Word of God, we begin to triumph over the enemy. 

v) It does not matter how big the problem is, God is bigger than any problem we could ever face. 

d) The word prevail means to win out or override. 

i) Through our faith in the Word of God, we have the ability to prevail over trouble.

2) An example of a mother who prevailed during an extremely challenging situation.
(NKJV) Matthew 15 21 Then Jesus went out from there and departed to the region of Tyre and Sidon. 22 And behold, a woman of Canaan came from that region and cried out to Him, saying, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David! My daughter is severely demon-possessed.” 23 But He answered her not a word. And His disciples came and urged Him, saying, “Send her away, for she cries out after us.” 24 But He answered and said, “I was not sent except to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25 Then she came and worshiped Him, saying, “Lord, help me!” 26 But He answered and said, “It is not good to take the children’s bread and throw it to the little dogs.” 
27 And she said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the little dogs eat the crumbs which fall from their masters’ table.” 28 Then Jesus answered and said to her, “O woman, great is your faith! Let it be to you as you desire.” And her daughter was healed from that very hour. 
a) Shout…Jesus I can prevail in challenging situations when I am persistent in my faith.

b) She was a Canaanite woman, whose daughter was possessed by an evil spirit.   

i) The woman came to Jesus, crying and begging Him to cast the demon out of her daughter. 

ii) Notice that Jesus did not answer her at first. 

iii) What is your attitude toward God when He doesn’t respond right away? Do you become persistent in faith? Do you pass the test? 

iv) Although it appeared that Jesus was ignoring her, the woman remained persistent in her faith. 

v) Maintaining her stance through faith and prayer, she kneeled down to worship Jesus, and He healed her daughter instantly.

vi) Jesus is moved by great faith.

3) In order for God’s Word to prevail in our lives, we must understand the following: 

a) God has an answer for every problem we face; we can receive the answers we need in His presence. 

b) We must understand the importance of worship. It is a mighty weapon in spiritual warfare. 

c) We must know the importance of prayer, and how to persist in faith.  

i) We must pray, knowing God’s promises concerning our children 

(NKJV) Isaiah 54 13 All your children shall be taught by the LORD, And great shall be the peace of your children. 14 In righteousness you shall be established; You shall be far from oppression, for you shall not fear; And from terror, for it shall not come near you.
d) We must speak faith in challenging situations when negative thoughts harass us. 

i) We must guard ourselves against doubt and unbelief.   

ii) We must keep speaking the Word, operating in love, and refusing to allow our feelings to rule our lives. 
Conclusion

· This morning take the necessary steps to be persistent in your faith.

· When you plant the Word Seed in your spirit, you must water it daily in scripture, pray to fertilize the ground and go germinate the seed by being a doer of the Word.

· Be like the Canaan women and be persistent in your faith.  Press in and push through.

· Don’t let step backs make you take a step back.

· Remember that Jesus is moved by persistent great faith.

· God has an answer for every problem we face; we can receive the answers we need in His presence. 

· Shout…Jesus I make a stance today to be persistent in my faith.  I will prevail in every area of my life.  I will speak faith in challenging situations when negative thoughts harass me.  I will speak and do the Word of God daily.  I will study, pray and worship to keep my faith strong.  I win.  I win.  I win.  My persistence in my faith walk will pay off.  I will see Godly manifestations in my life.  Persistence is the key to my faith walk.  In Jesus name I pray. Amen…

· Let us pray.   Salvation Call / Altar Call
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