Quit Being Hell’s Gatekeeper

March 27, 2011
Introduction

· Last week we finished our series on Living for the Lord – Living Holy.  This week I want to give you an assignment to reinforce what you have learned over five weeks.
· This morning I want to shake you and move you to do something for your elder brother Jesus.
· At times we become comfortable as Christians, and leave the work of soul winning to a specific group of Believers. 
· However, God wants all of us to have a heart for winning souls. 
· We cannot sit idly by as people continue to go to hell. 
· This morning we need to quit being hell’s gatekeeper.
· This morning we need to create vacancies in hell and fill up heaven.
· We must wake up to God’s urgent call to invite as many as we can into His Kingdom, while there is still time 
· In the past weeks we have seen earthquakes and tidal waves hit Japan.  Just pure devastation.  Its sad to see but it is eye opening.
· As Christians we have the answer to life on earth and eternal life.  Why are we afraid to share it?  
· This morning lets see what the Word of God says about us as it relates to soul winning.
(NKJV) Luke 19   1 Then Jesus entered and passed through Jericho. 2 Now behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus who was a chief tax collector, and he was rich. 3 And he sought to see who Jesus was, but could not because of the crowd, for he was of short stature. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see Him, for He was going to pass that way. 5 And when Jesus came to the place, He looked up and saw him, and said to him, “Zacchaeus, make haste and come down, for today I must stay at your house.” 6 So he made haste and came down, and received Him joyfully. 7 But when they saw it, they all complained, saying, “He has gone to be a guest with a man who is a sinner.” 8 Then Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord, I give half of my goods to the poor; and if I have taken anything from anyone by false accusation, I restore fourfold.” 
9 And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because he also is a son of Abraham; 10 for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.”
1) God sent His Son for You and Me. 
(NKJV) 1 Timothy 1 15 This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief.

a) Shout…Just like the Apostle Paul, Jesus came to save me.

b) Apostle Paul understood Jesus’ purpose in life—to save sinners. 

c) Jesus was determined to seek and save the lost. What have you purposed in your heart?  Has the flame gone out?

i) People disapproved of the sinners Jesus decided to help and save. 

ii) Ministering to people in the world in unconventional ways may cause people to talk about you, but that should not deter you. 

iii) Remember in order to lead people to Christ; we must be walking in holiness. 

d) This morning are you directing people to the Lord? 

i) We can begin to pray that God will give us the opportunity to minister to people. 

ii) Many times, we seek the approval of people before we commit to something. 

iii) However, we can gain the approval of God by winning souls.   

iv) When we turn people to righteousness, we become stars in the Kingdom of God.

(NKJV) Daniel 12 2 And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, Some to everlasting life, Some to shame and everlasting contempt. 3 Those who are wise shall shine Like the brightness of the firmament, And those who turn many to righteousness Like the stars forever and ever.
v) The Bible says we are wise when we win souls.

(AMP) Proverbs 11 30The fruit of the [uncompromisingly] righteous is a tree of life, and he who is wise captures human lives [for God, as a fisher of men--he gathers and receives them for eternity]. 31Behold, the [uncompromisingly] righteous shall be recompensed on earth; how much more the wicked and the sinner! And if the righteous are barely saved, what will become of the ungodly and wicked?
2) We should become soul winners, not for our own benefit, but for the benefit of others 
(AMP) 1 Corinthians 10 33Just as I myself strive to please [to accommodate myself to the opinions, desires, and interests of others, adapting myself to] all men in everything I do, not aiming at or considering my own profit and advantage, but that of the many in order that they may be saved.

a) Shout…My focus is on the other person.

b) We experience true happiness when we care about the spiritual well being of others. 

i) Soul winning will cost you something (time, energy, resources, etc.) but it is worth it. 

ii) We must get ourselves off our minds long enough to care about what God cares about—the souls of people. 

3) You’re invited to participate. 
(NKJV) Luke 14 16 Then He said to him, “A certain man gave a great supper and invited many, 17 and sent his servant at supper time to say to those who were invited, ‘Come, for all things are now ready.’ 18 But they all with one accord began to make excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a piece of ground, and I must go and see it. I ask you to have me excused.’ 19 And another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going to test them. I ask you to have me excused.’ 20 Still another said, ‘I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.’ 21 So that servant came and reported these things to his master. Then the master of the house, being angry, said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in here the poor and the maimed and the lame and the blind.’ 22 And the servant said, ‘Master, it is done as you commanded, and still there is room.’ 23 Then the master said to the servant, ‘Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled.

a) Shout…I have been invited to a dinner party with Jesus.

b) Jesus told a story about a man who wanted people to come to his great feast. 

i) However, those who were invited gave the man various reasons why they could not attend. 

ii) The man was angry, but he asked his servant to go quickly into the streets of the city and bring the poor, disabled, blind, and lame.

iii) When the servant returned, after completing the assignment, there was still room left in his master’s house.   

iv) The master then commanded the servant to go into the highways and urge people to come, so that his house would be filled with people.  

c) Likewise, we must understand that there is an urgency to “fill” the Kingdom of God. 

i) God wants us to have a heart for winning souls. He wants us to draw as many as we can to Him.  

Conclusion

· If it’s meant to be, it’s up to me.  I must get involved with God’s plan to win souls for Jesus.

· Lives are in the balance, times are troubling, and people are seeking for the truth. They need Jesus.  We are not guaranteed tomorrow.  We must engage today.

· Today we must quit being hells gatekeeper.  We must stand up for Jesus and do it his way.  Get out and spread His Word to the lost!

· This week lets take some time and focus on being a soul winner.  

· Lets do something for someone else and not expect anything in return.  Lets be spiritual minded and eternally focused.

· Shout…Jesus thanks for saving me.  Help me focus to be eternally focused.  This week I will focus on your Word. I will be a soul winner.  I will do my very best to lead people to Jesus.  I will be a good example of God’s holiness.  I will take time out to pray and do something for someone else.  I would work your Word.  Jesus, I expect to create vacancies in hell and fill up heaven. In Jesus name I pray. Amen!

· Let us pray.
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