Reclaim the Blessing of the Lord

April 18, 2010
Introduction

· Last week we discussed about being plugged into the source of the blessing.  That you and I can walk in the blessing and step out of the curse by working the Word of God in your life.

· Obedience is the trigger that sets the blessing into motion.  The blessing will chase you down when you are doing the will of God.

· Obedience brings blessing, disobedience brings the pain. (Curse)

· Remember, your job, talent or education are not your source, they are a resource.  God is your source of the blessing.

· Today I want to talk to you about how we can reclaim our blessing!

· If we believe in Jesus Christ and have made a commitment to do right, God’s blessing belongs to us. 

· We must continue to speak His Word and have Godly character in order to partake of the blessing. Obedience is the 1st step, then speaking and doing the Word of God is our second step.

· Let’s see what the Word says about reclaiming the blessing of the Lord.

 

(NKJV) Genesis 12 1 Now the LORD had said to Abram: “Get out of your country, From your family And from your father’s house, To a land that I will show you. 2 I will make you a great nation; I will bless you And make your name great; And you shall be a blessing.  3 I will bless those who bless you, And I will curse him who curses you; And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

1) Our Heavenly Father has blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places.
(NKJV) Ephesians 1 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,

a) Shout…I am blessed with all spiritual blessing.

b) To bless means to cause to prosper or succeed; to give something of value to another, or to add to that which is already good, making it better. (New and improved or good, better, best)

c) To be blessed means to be empowered to prosper.      

i) God is the source of all blessings. 

ii) When we are blessed, we are fruitful in every area of life.

iii) The blessing defines us and enables God to intervene on our behalf. 

d) God blessed by declaring positive words over His creations.

(NKJV) Genesis 1 22 And God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23 So the evening and the morning were the fifth day. 24 Then God said, “Let the earth bring forth the living creature according to its kind: cattle and creeping thing and beast of the earth, each according to its kind”; and it was so. 25 And God made the beast of the earth according to its kind, cattle according to its kind, and everything that creeps on the earth according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 27 So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. 28 Then God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”

i) He blessed Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden because He wanted them to excel. 

ii) God also spoke the blessing over Abraham.

iii) We can partake of Abraham’s blessing today.

iv) When we believe in Jesus Christ, we become a part of the blessing of Abraham.

(NKJV) Galatians 3 13 Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us (for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree”), 14 that the blessing of Abraham might come upon the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.   

v) God blesses us so we can be a blessing to others. 

e) The blessing works when we begin to understand our words.  

i) Your words have power. Life & death are in the power of the tounge.

ii) Your mouth is a divine apparatus. Use it wisely!

iii) It can be used for evil or good; death and life are in the power of the tongue. 

2) We are blessed when we are persecuted for righteousness’ sake (for being and doing right).
(NKJV) Matthew 5 10 Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 “Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. 12 Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

a) Shout…I am stilled blessed when I am persecuted.

b) The blessing comes with persecution; however, God always causes us to triumph.  

c) God always gives us a plan of escape.

3) Joseph is a prime example of someone who was persecuted for being right (Genesis 39:1-23).   
a) God was with Joseph and prospered him.

b) God news today.  God is with you like when he was with Joseph.

i) As a result of the blessing on his life, Joseph caused his master, Potiphar, to prosper. (Who you are connected to will also prosper)

ii) Potiphar promoted Joseph to overseer of the entire house.

iii) Joseph was an attractive young man with Godly character, and he got the attention of Potiphar’s wife. She tried to seduce him on more than one occasion; however, Joseph refused to sin against his master and God.

iv) Potiphar’s wife lied on Joseph, saying he raped her, and he was sent to jail as a result.

v) God prospered Joseph even in jail. 

(1) God’s reach is never to short.  Today, reclaim the blessing of the Lord.

c) He obtained favor and became the manager of the jail.  

i) No one can curse what God has blessed. God will cause the injustices done to His people to be overturned.  
Conclusion

· This morning we must reclaim the blessing of the Lord.  

· This morning we must get back into the game and get involved in what God has called us to do.

· Our Heavenly Father has blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places.  Reclaim the blessing!

· We have been empowered to prosper, to exceed, to overcome.

· We are the victorious Christians.

· Sometimes the blessing comes with persecution; however, God always causes us to triumph. 

· Obedience triggers the blessing but we must also be speaking and doing the Word of God to hold fast to the blessing.

· We should prosper in every area of our live. 

· As we seen with Joseph, God always restores. 

· No one can curse what God has blessed. God will cause the injustices done to His people to be overturned.  

· Let us pray.
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