RESPECT

October 25, 2008

Introduction

· This evening I want to talk about the subject of respect.

· As we look at society we see that many people have become very disrespectful to one another.

· Children as they talk back to their parents, employees to their employers, husbands and wives, friends and families and even strangers being disrespectful to one another.

· There is a blatant disrespect for authority.
· We now live in a society, a culture that devalued age, we disrespect our elderly and cast them aside as though they do not even exist.
· Comedian Rodney Dangerfield, who died October 5, 2004, at age 82, made a living making fun of himself and the difficulty of getting what we all desire: a little respect, please. Some of his best lines were:

· “I tell ya I get no respect from anyone. I bought a cemetery plot. The guy said, ‘There goes the neighborhood!’”

· “Last week I told my psychiatrist, ‘I keep thinking about suicide.’ He told me to pay in advance.” 

· “My uncle’s dying wish, he wanted me on his lap. He was in the electric chair.” 

· “I could tell that my parents hated me. My bath toys were a toaster and a radio.” 

· “I remember I was so depressed I was going to jump out a window on the tenth floor, so they sent a priest to talk to me. He said, ‘On your mark. . .’”

· “My wife made me join a bridge club. I jump off next Tuesday.”

· Let’s look to the Word of God this evening so we can answer a few questions about respect.  What is respect? How can we be respectful? The consequences of not being respectful and the benefits of being respectful?

(NKJV) Leviticus 19 3 ‘Every one of you shall revere his mother and his father, and keep My Sabbaths: I am the LORD your God.

32 ‘You shall rise before the gray headed and honor the presence of an old man, and fear your God: I am the LORD. 
33 ‘And if a stranger dwells with you in your land, you shall not mistreat him. 34 The stranger who dwells among you shall be to you as one born among you, and you shall love him as yourself; for you were strangers in the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your God.

1) What is respect?
a) Respect - To take notice of; to regard with special attention; to regard as worthy of special consideration; hence, to care for; to heed. To consider worthy of esteem; to regard with honor. To look toward; to front upon or toward. To regard; to consider; to deem. (Webster Dictionary)

b) We tend to respect people whom we think deserve it or earn it – we respect great athletes with awards, we respect successful politicians with positions of authority, we respect successful people with plaques. 

c) We show respect to others by the way we speak to them.

d) Some people make cutting remarks, but the words of the wise bring healing. Please don’t ever underestimate the power of your words to the people around you. What you say and how you say it is so powerful in lifting people up or tearing them down. 

(NKJV) Proverbs 12 18 There is one who speaks like the piercings of a sword, But the tongue of the wise promotes health.
e) Respect is uplifting, sharing kind words, and is shown in our actions as well as in our words we speak. 

f) Respect is not earned.  Respect is given because God said to respect and honor people.  You do it because you respect God! 

g) Romans 13:7 tells us to respect our political leaders, 1 Corinthians 16:10 tells us to respect our pastors, Ephesians 6:5 tells us to respect our employers, Ephesians 5:33 says to respect your husband and 1 Thessalonians 4:4 says to respect your wife.

2) How can we be respectful to others?
a) One example of a family of disrespect is the Simpson’s. There is a serious lack of respect between family members, between friends, between neighbors, between employees and employers. And you know that’s not really all that surprising, considering that there is a serious lack of respect in our world today, a lack of respect between family members, between friends, between neighbors, between employees and employers. 
b) It starts with our children.  Children are to respect their parents.
(NKJV) Ephesians 6 1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 “Honor your father and mother,” which is the first commandment with promise: 3 “that it may be well with you and you may live long on the earth.”[
c) Children are to obey their parents. Honor or respect is more important than mere obedience. It’s possible to obey without showing respect. You can do as your told and still rebellious at heart.
d) Guess where children learn to honor and respect their parents? From their parents. If an adult doesn’t honor his/her parents then he/she is teaching the child not to honor him.
e) We show respect to people when we take their advice.
(NKJV) Proverbs 13 1 A wise son heeds his father’s instruction, But a scoffer does not listen to rebuke.

f) I was like most teenagers; I believed that my parents were stupid. But I’ve learned something over the years. Just because I have more education than Mom and Dad, doesn’t mean that I am smarter. There are some things that nobody learns except by living, having experience, failing at some things and bouncing back.
g) God says that we are to respect our parents not just because of what they have done, but simply because of who they are. This may be a hard pill for some of you to swallow, but God didn’t say to honor your parents if they’re honorable. Nowhere does God say that respect must be earned before you have to give it. God simply calls us to honor our parents simply because they are our parents.
3) What are some of the consequences when we are not respectful?

a) Pain…being spank as a child.
b) Loss of your job.
c) Loss of your freedom (jail).
d) Loss of friendships, family, loved ones, husband or wife.
e) Loss of an opportunity.
f) Loss of time. 
g) (Note) In 2005, 70 percent of those living in America declared, “people are ruder than they were 20 or 30 years ago.” Among the worst offenders: children, according to an Associated Press-Ipsos poll.
4) What are some of the benefits of being respectful?

(Message) 1 Peter 2 13-17 Make the Master proud of you by being good citizens. Respect the authorities, whatever their level; they are God's emissaries for keeping order. It is God's will that by doing good, you might cure the ignorance of the fools who think you're a danger to society. Exercise your freedom by serving God, not by breaking the rules. Treat everyone you meet with dignity. Love your spiritual family. Revere God. Respect the government. 
a) Blessings from God!

b) Abundance of friends.

c) Favor in everyday life.

d) Increased financial blessings.
e) More freedom to do what you want.
f) Increased opportunities flowing in your life. (Open Door)
Conclusion

· This evening, we learned the importance of respect. 

· As Believers, we are called to be people of respect.

· God wants you to be respectful because it brings joy to your Heavenly Father and it brings great benefits to you. 

· Somehow, our respect for God is directly tied to our respect for the elderly. That is to say, when we respect our elders, when we respect our parents, we also show respect to God Himself who gave them to us.

· Perhaps your parents have not been a perfect role model for you, so what. If you cannot “honor” your parents out of respect for them personally, then “honor” them out of respect for the LORD. They may not deserve it, in your mind, but the Lord does. So do it for Him, if you cannot do it for them.

· Respect brings blessings, friends, health, favor, increase and freedom.

· This evening I challenge you be more respectful to each other.  Help some with their groceries, hold an elevator for an elderly person, and respect your boss or other employee’s ideas.  Respect those that are older, in authority and wiser than you.

· The next time you have an opportunity to be respectful to someone, just do it.  Remember, Jesus is watching, He is taking notice and He rewards those that diligently seek Him and His ways.

· Let me pray.
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