Seven Steps to Follow Once You Receive a Word from God

December 28, 2008
Introduction

· You believe you have received a Word from God; now what?

· What do we do with the Word from God? Do we just move on it?  Wait?  Ignore it? Wait till we get a few more confirmations?

· When do we step out on what we have heard?

· There are really seven steps or procedures that we should follow once we believe that we have heard from God!  These steps allow us to test the Word we heard.

· Let us see what the Bible has to say about working the Word we heard.

(NKJV) Hebrews 4 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.
1) Submit the issue or Word to Christ's Lordship. 

a) Shout… Whenever I believe I heard from God, I must test it.

b) As Lord of your life, He knows how to bless you. 

c) Desire and honor above anything else, His plans for you. 

i) Place His ways before your ways.

2) Have faith that God will speak to you. 

a) Shout…Jesus I know you want to speak in my life, help me to hear!

b) God wants to speak to you; you must believe that He will and that He wants too.

(NKJV) Mark 1 40 Now a leper came to Him, imploring Him, kneeling down to Him and saying to Him, “If You are willing, You can make me clean.” 
41 Then Jesus, moved with compassion, stretched out His hand and touched him, and said to him, “I am willing; be cleansed.”
c) Eliminate all questioning and doubt. 

d) Pay close attention to the voice of your conscience. 

e) He will speak to you sometimes in impressions (a song, person, sermon, or a "hunch"). 

f) Have faith to receive what He is speaking to you.

3) Listen as God transmits His Word into your spirit. 

a) Shout…I will be still to hear His voice.

b) The Spirit of truth will transmit His Word to you.

(AMP) John 16 13But when He, the Spirit of Truth (the Truth-giving Spirit) comes, He will guide you into all the Truth (the whole, full Truth). For He will not speak His own message [on His own authority]; but He will tell whatever He hears [from the Father; He will give the message that has been given to Him], and He will announce and declare to you the things that are to come [that will happen in the future]. 14He will honor and glorify Me, because He will take of (receive, draw upon) what is Mine and will reveal (declare, disclose, transmit) it to you.
4) Learn how to test the spirits. 

a) Shout… Lord Jesus help we test what I hear.

b) Make sure the message you hear is without a doubt, from God. 

c) Test the spirits by proceeding as follows: 

i) If it is not based in unconditional love, it did not come from God. 

ii) If it does not line up perfectly with the Word, rebuke it.

(NKJV) Psalm 119 4 You have commanded us To keep Your precepts diligently. 5 Oh, that my ways were directed To keep Your statutes! 

iii) If it does not exalt, glorify and magnify Jesus, it did not come from God. 

iv) If it brings confusion, condemnation and discouragement, disregard it.

(NKJV) 1 Corinthians 14 33 For God is not the author of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches of the saints.
5) Seek godly counsel. 

a) Do not seek "yes" men and women; choose someone who will tell you the truth. 

b) Seek your pastor and/or the Holy Spirit to lead you to the Word for the confirmation.

c) Don’t try to get 15 friends to agree with you.

d) Seek a Godly friend.  Do not go to the world to get spiritual advice!

6) Wait for God's timing; He will tell you how and when. 

a) Shout… Lord help me discern your timing.

b) For everything there is a due season. 

(NKJV) Ecclesiastes 3 1 To everything there is a season, A time for every purpose under heaven:
c) To avoid frustration and the temptation to quit, understand there is a due season for you.

(NKJV) Galatians 6 9 And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.
d) Continue to do what God last told you to do; continue to sow.

7) Take action! 

a) Be willing to obey God. 

b) Get rid of all uncleanness and be a doer of the Word.
(AMP) James 1 21So get rid of all uncleanness and the rampant outgrowth of wickedness, and in a humble (gentle, modest) spirit receive and welcome the Word which implanted and rooted [in your hearts] contains the power to save your souls. 22But be doers of the Word [obey the message], and not merely listeners to it, betraying yourselves [into deception by reasoning contrary to the Truth].
c) Remember these five safeguards to determine whether you heard from God: 

i) The Word you heard will require faith. 

ii) It will require courage.

iii) It will line up with the Word of God. 

iv) It will go against reasons and rationalizations of the world. 
v) Peace will rule in your heart like an umpire. 

Conclusion

· We need to submit everything to our Lord Jesus.

· We must have faith that God really wants to speak to you and me.  We must get our discernment up by spending time with God so that we know His voice.

· We need to listen to what the Holy Spirit is speaking.

· We need to learn to test the spirits.  Is it God speaking or the devil.

· We need to seek Godly wise counsel.

· Wait on God’s timing and be patient for your due season is coming.

· Lastly, take action!  Be willing to be obedient to what God said for you to do.

· Be the doer of the Word and see the promises of God.

· Let us pray.

Salvation/ healing call

PAGE  
4

