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Introduction

· This morning I have a good news message for you.

· The title of the message is “persecuted but not defeated”.  

· Today we are dealing with a society out of control; we are in a recession or depression, foreclosures breaking loose, and hell breaking out all over the earth.

· As a Christian, you are going to be testing in your belief and tested in your faith. 

· As a Believer, you will be persecuted. However, when you endure persecution, you will receive a reward in Heaven. 

· God declares you are blessed when you are persecuted. Choose to obey God’s Word in the midst of persecution and endure it as a good soldier.

· You will not be defeated because you are more than a conquer.  

· Let us look at what the Word of God says about being persecuted but not defeated.

(NKJV) 2 Timothy 2 2 And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also. 3 You therefore must endure hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. 4 No one engaged in warfare entangles himself with the affairs of this life, that he may please him who enlisted him as a soldier. 5 And also if anyone competes in athletics, he is not crowned unless he competes according to the rules.

1) You must learn to endure hardship like a good soldier. 
a) Shout…I will endure some persecution as a Christian.

b) Sometimes God will lead you into battles. 

i) Whether the battle is hard or not is not the issue. Endure hardship and outlast it. You can do it!

ii) Going through hardships does not necessarily mean you are out of the will of God. 

c) God did not call you to persecution, but He did call you to endure and outlast it. 

d) When persecution shows up, endure it as a first-class soldier of Jesus Christ. 

i) God has equipped you to be an overcommer.

2) God calls you blessed when you are persecuted. 
(NKJV) Matthew 5 11 “Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. 12 Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
a) Shout…I am blessed coming and going no matter what I face.

b) The Word tells us to rejoice and be exceedingly glad when we are persecuted. 

c) If you choose to obey God in the midst of pressure, you will be empowered to prosper and your reward will be great. 

i) When pressure comes, the real you is poured out!

d) Go through the course to get the reward. 

e) All those that had greatness come to their lives were also persecuted. (Moses, Joseph, Daniel, Paul, etc)

3) Persecution comes to steal the Word, which you have received. 
(NKJV) Mark 4 16 These likewise are the ones sown on stony ground who, when they hear the word, immediately receive it with gladness; 17 and they have no root in themselves, and so endure only for a time. Afterward, when tribulation or persecution arises for the word’s sake, immediately they stumble.
a) Shout…The devil attacks people who are a threat to him. 

b) Shout…I am a large threat to the devil.

c) There are those who only endure for a time, but when affliction and persecution come, they become offended. They give up!

d) Offense will cut you off from the promises of God. 

e) When you endure, you become proof to others that the Word works. 

f) Persecution tries to steal your confidence. 

4) We will be persecuted because Jesus was persecuted.
(NKJV) John 15 20 Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you. If they kept My word, they will keep yours also.
a) Persecution is supposed to happen. 

b) Shout…I will work the Word in my life no matter what comes my way.

c) You will be persecuted, even when you do everything right. 

d) In the midst of persecution, recognize that not even persecution can separate you from the love of Christ.

(NKJV) Romans 8 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 As it is written: “ For Your sake we are killed all day long; We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.” 37 Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. 38 For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come,
i) Always maintain confidence in God’s love for you. 

e) Remember you are more than a conqueror and have the victory. 

i) The anointing for conquest is gained through Jesus. 

ii) Get rid of self doubt. Doubt the Doubt!

iii) You are the righteousness of God through the Blood of Jesus. 

iv) You are loved in the midst of persecution. You are never alone; you have the Holy Spirit to guide you through.

5) Bless those who curse you.
(NKJV) Romans 12 14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.
a) Shout…Jesus I will bless those that have done me wrong!

b) You can bless or curse people with words. 

i) To “bless” is to say something good. To “curse” is to say something negative. 

ii) When someone says something bad about you, say something good about them. This will spoil their day and they will not see it coming.

c) Do not try to execute vengeance on anyone. Allow God to repay on your behalf. 

d) Employ patience and remain the same through hardship and persecution.

(NKJV) 2 Thessalonians 1 4 so that we ourselves boast of you among the churches of God for your patience and faith in all your persecutions and tribulations that you endure, 5 which is manifest evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you also suffer; 6 since it is a righteous thing with God to repay with tribulation those who trouble you,
e) Shout…God will avenge me. 

f) It is a righteous thing with God, to trouble them that trouble you.

i) Your job is to act in love. 

ii) God will defend you. 

Conclusion

· You must learn to endure hardship like a good soldier. 
· The battle is not yours but the Lords.  Stand tall and know you are more than a conquer.
· God calls you blessed when you are persecuted. 
· The Word tells us to rejoice and be exceedingly glad when we are persecuted. 

· Persecution comes to steal the Word, which you have received. 
· When you endure, you become proof to others that the Word works.

· We will be persecuted because Jesus was persecuted.
· Bless those who curse you.
· God is the great equalizer; I don’t have to get even with anyone.

· I must keep sowing good and blessings will come my way!

· Persecution builds your Godly character and builds your faith.

· During time of persecution, rely on the Word of God.  It never fails.

· Remember, Jesus was not defeated, nor will you be when you do it God’s way.

· Let us pray!

Salvation Call/ Altar Call

PAGE  
1

