Joy, Joy, Joy, Deep Down In My Heart

February 17, 2008

Introduction

· Last week we discussed that we must trust God.  We defined trusting God as a reliance on or leaning on God.  It is committing to the Word of God.

· Faith is a practical expression of the confidence you have in God and His Word. 

· Trust is a practical expression of the commitment you have to God and His Word. 

· This week I want to explore the area of joy.  We can have great joy when we trust in God. When our thinking lines up with the Word, we can have great joy.

· Joy and happiness are two different things. Joy comes from what you know from God’s Word. 

· When you go through trials, remind yourself of what the Word says.

· When you are connected to the Word of God in the midst of hard times, the joy of the Lord will keep you strong and enable you to be victorious. 

· Let us look at some scriptures and see how we can get some joy back into our life.



(NKJV) John 15 7 If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you. 8 By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples. 9 “As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love. 10 If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love. 11 “These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy may be full. 12 This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.

A. Joy comes when you know God’s Word.
1. Shout… I want the joy of the Lord.

2. Shout… Knowing the Word, brings me joy!

3. Understanding the living Word of God equips you with power. 

4. Knowing God's Word will allow you to rise above the pressure of trials. 

(NKJV) Nehemiah 8 8 So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of God; and they gave the sense, and helped them to understand the reading. 9 And Nehemiah, who was the governor, Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn nor weep.” For all the people wept, when they heard the words of the Law. 10 Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat, drink the sweet, and send portions to those for whom nothing is prepared; for this day is holy to our Lord. Do not sorrow, for the joy of the LORD is your strength.”

5. When you get Jesus' words, you will get His joy.

a. The joy of the Lord is your strength.

b. Trusting God, speaking the Word, doing the Word, brings forth joy.  In Him you will have joy!

B. Count it all joy in the midst of difficult times.
(NKJV) James 1 2 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. 4 But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.

1. Shout… I will keep my joy in the trials of life because I am not alone.

2. When you go through trials, refer to what you know from God's Word. 

3. Remove the old thoughts and place them with the Word. Remove the stinking thinking or the word can’t.

4. When your faith is put on trial, employ patience. 

a. Patience is being consistently, constantly the same. 

b. Don't let pressure affect your stance on God's Word. 

c. Don’t waver from the Word – TRUST IN THE LORD!

d. Patience will bring you to a point of completion. 

i. You will come out of the situation complete, perfect and wanting nothing. 

e. When you endure tests and trials, you are blessed.

(NKJV) James 1 12 Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.

i. When you go through hard times, it is because you are being approved by God for your next level. 

f. Welcome the fight of faith. Your trust in God will produce joy through the tests.

5. Jesus endured the cross for the joy set before Him. He could see you being raised from sin.

(NKJV) Hebrews 12 1 Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 For consider Him who endured such hostility from sinners against Himself, lest you become weary and discouraged in your souls.

6. Don't become weary. 

a. You lose in life when you faint in your mind.

b. Have your thinking line up with the Word.  You win or loss in your thinking.

C. During the test & trials of life, you are strengthened by what you know and who you are connected to.
(NKJV) 1 Peter 1 6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials, 7 that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ, 8 whom having not seen you love. Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory,

1. Shout… I have joy because of Jesus.

2. Joy is the fuse that ignites your faith. 

3. Light your joy and your faith will become explosive! 

4. Test and trails brings forth a testimony.  A shared testimony brings joy to all that hear it.

5. Know Jesus, Know Joy – No Jesus, No Joy.

Conclusion

· Joy comes when you know God’s Word.

· True joy can be experienced when you are obedient to the Word.

· Jesus came to bring us joy and a life of abundance.

· The joy of the Lord is your strength.  If you are weak, grab a hold of Jesus and get His joy.

· Trusting that the Word will not fail should give us joy, even if we are going through test and trials.

· Don’t let pressure steal your joy.  Be patient and know the Word works every time.

· When you endure tests and trials, you are blessed.

· You lose in life when you faint in your mind.

· Joy is the fuse that ignites your faith. 

· Light your joy and your faith will become explosive! 

· Know Jesus, Know joy – No Jesus, No Joy.

· Let us pray!
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