Sharpening Our Hearing

Part 3

March 15, 2009
Introduction

· Last week we continued on about sharpening our hearing.  We are tuning into what God is saying so that we position in these last days.
· We learned last week when you pray in the spirit, you pray on a higher, supernatural level. That we should spend an hour a day praying in tongues to sharpen our hearing.

· We should pray for the ability to interpret your tongues so you can understand the hidden mysteries you prayed. 
· This week I want to finish up our series.  
· Thankfulness is another key to hearing more from God. Like a natural parent, God is moved when His children show gratitude for the wondrous things He does. 
· God will speak to you more when you are grateful for what you currently receive from Him. 
· When you spend a considerable amount of time speaking in tongues, you expand your capacity for success. Although you may not immediately understand what you are saying, it is not a waste of time. 
· Praying in tongues will benefit you in numerous ways. It is a form of spiritual warfare against the enemy. It is critical in these last days to pray in the spirit and pray without ceasing. 
· Let us look to the Word of God so we may sharpen our hearing this morning.
(NKJV) John 16 13 However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come.
(NKJV) Revelation 2 29 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”’     (Revelation 3:6, 3:13, 3:22)
1) We sharpen our hearing by using the prayer language of tongues. 

a) Shout…Holy Spirit fill me to overflowing.

b) Shout….God tune me into what you are saying.  Ears open to what the Spirit of God is saying.

c) When you receive tongues, they are the initial sign of the Holy Spirit's indwelling.

(NKJV) Acts 2 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.
d) Tongues are for your spiritual edification. (Tunes you into God’s frequency)
(NKJV) 1 Corinthians 14 4 He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but he who prophesies edifies the church.
e) You will be communicating with God in a supernatural language. 

f) You pray in line with God's perfect will and stimulates your faith. 

g) Praying in tongues enables us to pray for unknown things. 

h) Praying in tongues brings spiritual refreshing. 
i) Praying in tongues brings the tongue under subjection.
j) When you pray in tongues, you give thanks perfectly. 
i) Thanksgiving expands your capacity to receive more. 

2) Thankfulness improves your hearing.
(NKJV) 1 Thessalonians 5 16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.
a) Shout…I will thank God for it is His will.

b) Thankfulness equals fruitfulness. 

c) Being thankful will increase results in your life.
d) It expands your capacity to receive from God. 

i) Thank God that you hear His voice every day.
ii) Whether times are good or bad, always give thanks. 

3) Your union with God gets stronger when your hearing is sharpened.
(AMP) Ephesians 6 10In conclusion, be strong in the Lord [be empowered through your union with Him]; draw your strength from Him [that strength which His boundless might provides].
a) Shout… My union with God is increasing everyday.

b) Shout… My strength is in the Lord.

c) Establishing fellowship with God is a prerequisite to being in union with Him. 

d) This union can be compared to a marriage. 

e) Be conscious of the time you spend with the Holy Spirit. 

f) Be strong in His ability. 

g) Might is the supernatural ability to do anything.

4) Put on the whole armor of God, then listen to what the Spirit of God is saying.
(AMP) Ephesians 6 11Put on God's whole armor [the armor of a heavy-armed soldier which God supplies], that you may be able successfully to stand up against [all] the strategies and the deceits of the devil. 12For we are not wrestling with flesh and blood [contending only with physical opponents], but against the despotisms, against the powers, against [the master spirits who are] the world rulers of this present darkness, against the spirit forces of wickedness in the heavenly (supernatural) sphere.  13Therefore put on God's complete armor, that you may be able to resist and stand your ground on the evil day [of danger], and, having done all [the crisis demands], to stand [firmly in your place].

a) Shout… Jesus, I have my armor on.

b) We do not wrestle against flesh and blood but against the powers of darkness in high places.
i) We are wrestling against unseen forces. 
ii) We must take our authority.
c) You do not have to allow bad things to happen to you; take your authority and bind the spirit behind that person's behavior. 

d) Remember to stand your ground during a crisis or a troubling situation.
i) The type of crisis will determine the stance you take. 

(1) For example, if the attack is on your physical body, stand on healing scriptures. 

(2) If you experience a financial attack, stand on the scriptures that say God is your provision. 

e) The whole armor of God is His Word. 

i) Satan always launches his attack on the mind. 

ii) He is going to try to change your way of thinking. 

iii) Fight the good fight of faith. 

(1) The good fight means rehearsing the Word you will stand on. 

iv) Satan's intent is to distract you from the Word 

v) When you turn away from the Word, you take off your armor.

5) Sharpened hearing places you in victory lane. 

a) Shout…I have the victory in Christ Jesus.

b) We fight with spiritual weapons. 

(AMP) Ephesians 6 17And take the helmet of salvation and the sword that the Spirit wields, which is the Word of God. 18Pray at all times (on every occasion, in every season) in the Spirit, with all [manner of] prayer and entreaty. To that end keep alert and watch with strong purpose and perseverance, interceding in behalf of all the saints (God's consecrated people).
c) If you go into battle without the Word, you will lose. 

d) Praying in the Spirit is the most dangerous weapon against the enemy. 

e) The Spirit helps us do things we cannot do in our own natural ability.
i) The Holy Spirit helps us pray about things we do not know about. 

ii) He provides utterance that we have no words for. 

iii) All of this works together for our good. 

Conclusion 

· Maintain a spirit of expectancy and faith. Always expect to receive something from God. 

· Pray in the Spirit and pray without ceasing. 

· When you pray in the Spirit, you pray the will of God. 

· Confirm what you hear with the teaching of the Scriptures. 

· God is not going to speak to you outside of His written Word. 

· Pray for understanding of the written Word. 

· Your knowledge of the scriptures is your weapon against the devil. 

· Wait for the peace of God to rule your spirit like an umpire.   

· If there is no peace, do not act. 

· What you hear from God will require faith, courage, it usually will go against the reasoning and rationalizations of the world, it will line up with God's written Word and peace will rule in your heart.
· Boldly obey God, and do not allow anything to stop you. 

· Your obedience builds His trust in you; you will then begin to hear God better. 

· At times, you can hear a Word from God, but peace is still not there. 

· Wait before you take action. 
· This can also mean it may not be the right time to make a move. 
· Success and failure in the Kingdom of God is determined by your ability to hear God's voice.
· Let us pray.
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