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Introduction

· This morning I want to talk about being a vessel that God can use.  God wants to use each and every one of us to do His work on this earth.  

· We all have a role to play in the Body of Christ.

· This morning we are going to discuss being sifted for service. 

· Sifting is the process of being sorted, examined, separated, filtered or processed. 

· God allow us to be sifted, or tested, through hardship and challenges in life to grow us into His likeness. 

· He has a purpose behind every heartache. 

· God desires for us to become available vessels through which He can do His work.

· Let us look to the Word of God and see what Jesus has to say about being sifted for service.

(NKJV) Luke 22 24 Now there was also a dispute among them, as to which of them should be considered the greatest. 25 And He said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them, and those who exercise authority over them are called ‘benefactors.’ 26 But not so among you; on the contrary, he who is greatest among you, let him be as the younger, and he who governs as he who serves. 27 For who is greater, he who sits at the table, or he who serves? Is it not he who sits at the table? Yet I am among you as the One who serves. 28 “But you are those who have continued with Me in My trials. 29 And I bestow upon you a kingdom, just as My Father bestowed one upon Me, 30 that you may eat and drink at My table in My kingdom, and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.” 31 And the Lord said, “Simon, Simon! Indeed, Satan has asked for you, that he may sift you as wheat. 32 But I have prayed for you, that your faith should not fail; and when you have returned to Me, strengthen your brethren.” 33 But he said to Him, “Lord, I am ready to go with You, both to prison and to death.” 34 Then He said, “I tell you, Peter, the rooster shall not crow this day before you will deny three times that you know Me.”

1. Why does God want us to serve Him?
a. Shout…God’s wants to use me in a mighty way!

b. God uses us to carry out His work on the earth. 

c. Jesus commanded us to share the gospel.

(NKJV) Matthew 28 18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
d. Many of us never receive earthly honor or praises, but God will reward us in heaven. 

e. He uses it to grow us up in the things of God. 

f. When we serve God, we reflect His greatness to the world.

g. God uses our serving Him to bring Himself glory and honor. 

h. Note that when we serve Him in order to get glory, acclaim, approval, or acceptance by man, we’ve already received all the reward we’re going to get. 

2. God won’t stop using you just because you made a mistake.
a. Shout…God will use me because He sees my potential.

b. Peter denied Jesus three times but still used him.

i. Know that Satan can’t touch a child of God without His permission. 

(NKJV) Luke 22 31 And the Lord said, “Simon, Simon! Indeed, Satan has asked for you, that he may sift you as wheat.
c. God allows Satan to sift us because there are spiritual realities that we can learn only through difficulty and hardship. 

d. No matter how we sinned, God can use us again if we repent. 

e. Sifting is defined as the process of removing the inedible parts of the wheat from the part used to make flour. When the mixture was thrown into the air, the wheat would fall to the ground and the chaff would fly away. 

3. How God describes the sifting process.
a. He shakes us.

i. Sometimes God has to shake us to get our attention so that we quit using excuses for not being used by Him. 

b. He shocks us.

i. God will allow something in your life that will shock us into realizing that He has placed a call on our life. 

ii. He wants to turn those shocking experiences into something good.

(NKJV) Romans 8 28 And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.

c. He separates us.  

i. God separates us from sin. 

ii. His call can also mean we have to move away from loved ones and those nay sayers so we can be fulfilled by Him. 

d. He sterilizes us. 

i. If we confess our sins, He is faithful to forgive them. (1 John 1:9). 

ii. Peter denied Jesus yet the Lord forgave him and made him the leader of the first church. 

iii. If you’ve failed, God is available to clean up your life and make you a blessing to many people. 

Conclusion

· God allows Satan to sift us!

· When hardship comes, ask yourself, Lord, are You using this in my life to get me ready to be used by You? To do something big for you? To make an impact that will have others drawn to you?

· This morning, become committed to be available for Him, to be sifted.

· Ask Him to work within you in whatever way He desires so you may be used to the maximum of your God-given potential. 

· This morning, the choice is yours. You can either surrender your life to Him and discover the wonderful plan He has for you, or rebel against Him and forever wonder what He might have done. 

· Get ready to be sifted for His service.

· Let us pray!
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