Staying Positive in a Negative World (Part 2)

June 27, 2010

 Introduction

· This morning I want to complete our series on staying positive in a negative world.
· Last time we said that Believers must remain hopeful in the midst of troubling circumstances. 
· We cannot quit when we are afflicted by the devil.
· We must have an “overcomers” attitude.
· We must speak to your circumstances and tell them to be quiet like Jesus did.
· Our attitude in the midst of negative situations and circumstances determines your outcome. Always have an attitude of gratitude.  We win.  We cannot be defeated!

· God wants to show Himself strong on your behalf, but you must refuse to be negative and you must stand on the Word of God during hard times.

(NKJV) John 16 33 These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.”
1) How we respond to negative situations will determine our outcome. 

a) A glad heart will cause you to overcome, regardless of the circumstances.

(NKJV) Proverbs 15 15 All the days of the afflicted are evil, But he who is of a merry heart has a continual feast.
b) You always have a choice on how you will respond to situations.

i) You can choose to think positively or negatively.

(NKJV) Deuteronomy 30 19 I call heaven and earth as witnesses today against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing; therefore choose life, that both you and your descendants may live;
ii) Your perception determines whether you will soar or become a victim.

c) Your attitude determines your altitude.

d) Don’t speak negatively in the midst of troubling situations.

i) Don’t allow overwhelming situations to cause you to lose sight of God’s Word.

e) Being negative can keep you out of your promised land. 

f) Staying positive in the midst of a negative situation helps you to overcome. 

i) Learn to look beyond obstacles.

ii) Change your attitude in order to get your breakthrough.

iii) Put your trust in God and His Word.

iv) Don’t dwell on your past.

g) Refuse to grumble and complain.

(NKJV) Exodus 15 22 So Moses brought Israel from the Red Sea; then they went out into the Wilderness of Shur. And they went three days in the wilderness and found no water. 23 Now when they came to Marah, they could not drink the waters of Marah, for they were bitter. Therefore the name of it was called Marah. 24 And the people complained against Moses, saying, “What shall we drink?” 25 So he cried out to the LORD, and the LORD showed him a tree. When he cast it into the waters, the waters were made sweet. There He made a statute and an ordinance for them, and there He tested them, 26 and said, “If you diligently heed the voice of the LORD your God and do what is right in His sight, give ear to His commandments and keep all His statutes, I will put none of the diseases on you which I have brought on the Egyptians. For I am the LORD who heals you.”
i) God wanted the Israelites to see beyond their obstacles in order to see Him.

h) Refuse to allow a root of bitterness to grow up within you because of negative situations.

i) Bitterness will defile you.

ii) Bitterness may come as a result of unforgiveness and can lead to revenge.

i) You can’t be negative and expect God’s Word to come to pass in your life.

j) Proclaim God’s Word and not negative words over your life. 

i) Transform the way you see yourself.

k) Giving up in the midst of hard circumstances keeps you from experiencing God’s love for you.

2) There are nine ways to avoid the trap of bitterness. 

a) Change your circle of friends. 

i) Don’t hang around people who are negative.

b) Replace grumbling and faultfinding with an attitude of thankfulness.

(NKJV) Philippians 2 13 for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure. 14 Do all things without complaining and disputing, 15 that you may become blameless and harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world,
c) Only speak words that will benefit you.

d) Express kindness toward one another. A little kindness goes a long way!

e)  Don’t feed on negative sources; fill your mind with the Word of God 

(NKJV) Philippians 4 8 Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy—meditate on these things.
f) Commit to developing your spiritual walk through church attendance, prayer and meditation of God’s Word.

g) Watch your words.

(NKJV) James 3 10 Out of the same mouth proceed blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not to be so.
h) Stop quarreling.

i) Stop slandering one another.

Conclusion

· Stay positive in this negative world by focusing on the Word of God.

· How we respond to negative situations will determine our outcome.
· Choose to speak positive.  Don’t get wrapped around the axle of the situation.
· Your perception determines whether you will soar or become a victim.

· Your attitude determines your altitude.
· Don’t lose sight of the Word of God.  Look beyond the obstacles.
· Refuse to complain, push beyond your circumstances.
· Don’t get bitter through the test and trial.

· Proclaim God’s Word and not negative words over your life. 

· Transform the way you see yourself. See yourself the way Jesus sees you.  

· Shout…Jesus, thanks for blessing me today. I will stay focused on your Word and not my situation.  I will speak to the issues of life and take my authority over my trials.  I will not speak negative words or give the devil and ground. I will stay focused on you Jesus.  I will see myself as you see me, an overcommer.  Thank you Jesus. Amen.

· Let us pray.
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