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Introduction

· When we read the newspaper, all we see is doom and gloom.  The stock market is doing poor; oil spills not contained, election issues, housing crisis, jobless rates on a rise, and no sense of hope.

· Circumstances in life may not always be the best, but you can make a quality decision to stay positive in spite of negative circumstances. 

· We can choose not to participate in the world’s circumstances.

· We must look to the Word of God and Jesus as our source. We must stay positive!

· By putting God’s Word first, trusting Him and refusing to quit when situations seem hopeless, you will obtain the promises of God.

· This morning let’s see what the Word of God has to say about staying positive in a negative world. 

(NKJV) John 16 33 These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.”

1) Believers must remain hopeful in the midst of troubling circumstances. 
a) Certain circumstances will try to cause you to adopt a negative attitude, but you must set your will to stay positive.
b) Shout…No matter what I see before me, I will believe the Word of God!
c) In life, things happen; however you must deal with situations by finding out what God’s Word says and proving the Word in the midst of obstacles.
d) You will go through challenges, but you can find peace through the words that Jesus spoke; He has overcome the world and its tribulation. 
i) Jesus conquered negative circumstances. So can you!
2) Don’t quit when you are afflicted by the devil.
(NKJV) Psalm 34 19 Many are the afflictions of the righteous, But the LORD delivers him out of them all.

a) Shout…The Lord will deliver me from every affliction of the devil. 
b) Put your faith in God’s Word and don’t quit! 
c) God is faithful to His Word. Get to know His Word.
d) If you are experiencing a trial or tribulation, have confidence that you will overcome; God always provides a way out of trials and temptations.
(NKJV) 1 Corinthians 10 13 No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.
i) You have the ability to endure hard times.
e) You have to put effort into maintaining a positive attitude in the midst of trials; the battle is in your mind. Quit making excuses.
f) Remove yourself from being entangled in situations so that you can see from God’s perspective.
3) Have an “overcomers” attitude. 
a) Just as God promised the land of Canaan to the Israelites, He has also promised you many good things.
b) Shout…I am an overcomer.
c) Caleb had the attitude of the conqueror, even though there were obstacles the Israelites had to overcome to possess the land.
(NKJV) Numbers 13 25 And they returned from spying out the land after forty days. 26 Now they departed and came back to Moses and Aaron and all the congregation of the children of Israel in the Wilderness of Paran, at Kadesh; they brought back word to them and to all the congregation, and showed them the fruit of the land. 27 Then they told him, and said: “We went to the land where you sent us. It truly flows with milk and honey, and this is its fruit. 28 Nevertheless the people who dwell in the land are strong; the cities are fortified and very large; moreover we saw the descendants of Anak there. 29 The Amalekites dwell in the land of the South; the Hittites, the Jebusites, and the Amorites dwell in the mountains; and the Canaanites dwell by the sea and along the banks of the Jordan.” 30 Then Caleb quieted the people before Moses, and said, “Let us go up at once and take possession, for we are well able to overcome it.”

i) You can overcome your trials and tests.
ii) Maintain a positive attitude.
(1) You won’t go any further than you see yourself going.
iii) Don’t speak contrary to the Word of God and spread an evil report like some of the Israelites did.
iv) Don’t let the “giants” or obstacles that you see stop you from obtaining what God says is yours. 
d) Don’t be ruled by your emotions.
i) Emotions have their place, but don’t let them rule you.
(1) Exhibit a Caleb spirit in the face of obstacles.
ii) Feed your mind and spirit on the Word of God and refuse to murmur and complain.
(1) Death and life are in the power of the tongue.
e) Persecution will come when you stand on the Word of God.
f) If you maintain your faith in God, you will make it to your promised land.
4) Speak to your circumstances and tell them to be quiet like Jesus did.
(NKJV) Mark 4 37 And a great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that it was already filling. 38 But He was in the stern, asleep on a pillow. And they awoke Him and said to Him, “Teacher, do You not care that we are perishing?” 39 Then He arose and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace, be still!” And the wind ceased and there was a great calm. 40 But He said to them, “Why are you so fearful? How is it that you have no faith?” 41 And they feared exceedingly, and said to one another, “Who can this be, that even the wind and the sea obey Him!”

a) Peace comes from the words that Jesus speaks.
b) Refuse to fear.
c) Trust God and He will bring you through. 
d) Stay positive!
Conclusion

· Stay focused on the Word and keep positive.  Speak to your mountains and use your believer’s authority.

· Don’t quite or give up when you become afflicted.  Press though with the Word of God.

· Put your faith in action.  God will always give you plan of escape.

· You are an overcomer. Stay positive.  Be like Caleb.  He was bold!

· Don’t be ruled by emotions.  You will overcome the test & trials.

· Speak to your circumstances.  Be like Jesus, speak to your troubles.  Take your authority.  Be strong in faith, don’t waver.

· Shout…. Jesus, I will stay positive in this negative world.  I look to you as my source and my strength.  I can overcome with the Word of God and testimony.  I will speak to my test and trials.  I will not waver or be distracted by what I see.  I will not sink to the levels of the world by be risen by the power of your Word. Jesus I thank you in advance for the plan of escape.  In Jesus name I pray. Amen.

· Let us pray.
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