Stop Making Excuses

June 6, 2010
 

Introduction

· This morning I want to talk about how we can become more like Jesus and possess His power He had on this earth.  This morning we must take the 1st step to stop making excuses.

· Change begins with renewing our minds with the Word of God. 

· To begin to see the success we are destined to have, we must eliminate excuses. Jesus did not make excuses. He is a great example!

· We have the power to change our lives.

· Let us look at the Word of God and see how we can stop making excuses.

(NKJV) Romans 12 1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

1) Change is not easy; but it is possible. 

a) Shout… Jesus with your help I will make no excuses.

b) To stop making excuses and to experience change, you must first change your mind, ideas and attitudes. 

i) You must align your thinking with God's Word. His ways.

c) Make small changes and begin to develop confidence in your ability to change. 

d) For Christians, change should be a lifestyle. 

i) Change begins on the inside; allow Jesus to change your heart. 

ii) You have the power to change yourself. 

e) Submit to the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and He will help you change. 

f) Realize you can't change other people. Focus on changing yourself.

2) We have the power to change; however, we must stop making excuses. 

a) Remember…Excuses are like butts; there are millions of them. Quit making excuses.

b) Jesus met a man who had an infirmity for 38 years. He asked the man, if he wanted to be healed.

(NKJV) John 5 2 Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool, which is called in Hebrew, Bethesda, having five porches. 3 In these lay a great multitude of sick people, blind, lame, paralyzed, waiting for the moving of the water. 4 For an angel went down at a certain time into the pool and stirred up the water; then whoever stepped in first, after the stirring of the water, was made well of whatever disease he had. 5 Now a certain man was there who had an infirmity thirty-eight years. 6 When Jesus saw him lying there, and knew that he already had been in that condition a long time, He said to him, “Do you want to be made well?” 7 The sick man answered Him, “Sir, I have no man to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up; but while I am coming, another steps down before me.” 
8 Jesus said to him, “Rise, take up your bed and walk.”

i) An angel would stir the water, and when people stepped into it, they would be healed. 

ii) The man made excuses for not getting in the water. As a result, his condition remained the same. 

c) Excuses are nails used to build a house of failure. 

d) A lazy man will make excuses.

(NKJV) Proverbs 26 14 As a door turns on its hinges, So does the lazy man on his bed.

e) In the book of Luke a man invited many guests to a banquet; but some made excuses as to why they could not show up. 

(NKJV) Luke 14 16 Then He said to him, “A certain man gave a great supper and invited many, 17 and sent his servant at supper time to say to those who were invited, ‘Come, for all things are now ready.’ 18 But they all with one accord began to make excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a piece of ground, and I must go and see it. I ask you to have me excused.’ 19 And another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going to test them. I ask you to have me excused.’ 20 Still another said, ‘I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.’ 

i) An excuse is an attempt to be released from an obligation or duty; it is an attempt to remove yourself from blame. 

f) Moses made excuses as to why he couldn't do what God told him to do.

(NKJV) Exodus 3 10 Come now, therefore, and I will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring My people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt.”

i) He had feelings of inadequacy. 

ii) He felt unqualified to do the job. 

iii) He felt he had too many weaknesses. 

iv) Low self-esteem 

g) We must locate the area in which we have become comfortable making excuses and make a decision to change. 

h) Eliminate all excuses to go to the next level in your life. 

i) You are the only one hindering your progress. 

i) Do what you have to do for change to take place in your life; you have the power. 

3) There are seven excuses that will cause you to miss Heaven: 

a) "Everybody is doing it." 

b) "Times have changed." 

c) "I don't believe as you do." 

d) "It doesn't matter what you believe, as long as you are sincere." 

e) "I don't understand." 

f) "I'll put it off until later." 

g) "I'm just too bad." 
Conclusion

· Today lets change our mindset.  Let’s renew our mind with the Word of God.  
· You can do it!  The Holy Spirit will lead you.  Stop making excuses.
· Excuses are nails used to build a house of failure.  Today is the day you can start losing weight, get back to the gym, get a new job, spend time with your family, spend time in the Word, go to the ladies Bible study, etc.
· God has given us the power to change!  You can make it happen, just make the 1st step.
· Change begins on the inside (the heart), then the outward appearance will manifest.
· Don’t let your blessings get away from you.  Make the effort today to stop making excuses.
· Let us pray.
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