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Introduction

· For the past two weeks we have been discussing our journey to the cross.  We discussed repentance and the importance of seeing fruit from our repentance.  

· When we repent, we change direction, go 180 degrees from the way we were going.  It is a total mindset change to follow Jesus and stop following our old nature.

· Last week we discussed the cross of Jesus.  We discovered what Jesus nailed to the cross. 

· Jesus nailed sin, fear, death, the curse, defeat, faults, and failures to the cross.  The devils authority and dominion were nailed to the cross. Enmity, separation and isolation were nailed to the cross. 

· This week I want us to journey to the cross by looking at the Blood of Jesus.

· The Bible speaks much about the blood.  The blood has power for atonement.  The blood has the power to redeem, cleanse, justify, sanctify and bring our soul into perfect peace.

· Let us look to the Word this morning as we discover the power in the blood.


(NKJV) Leviticus 17 11 For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you upon the altar to make atonement for your souls; for it is the blood that makes atonement for the soul.

1) Only the blood of Jesus has the power to make atonement for our souls. 

a) Shout…The blood of Jesus has the power to make atonement for our souls.

b) Webster defines "atonement": "the reconciliation of God and man through the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ."

c) The phrase: "I have given it to you upon the altar..." Written more than fourteen hundred years before Christ was born in Bethlehem.

d) This scripture can only be understood in the light of (NKJV) Revelation 13 8 All who dwell on the earth will worship him, whose names have not been written in the Book of Life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.  

2) Only the blood of Jesus has the power to redeem us.
(AMP) Revelation 5 9And [now] they sing a new song, saying, You are worthy to take the scroll and to break the seals that are on it, for You were slain (sacrificed), and with Your blood You purchased men unto God from every tribe and language and people and nation.

a) Shout… The blood of Jesus has the power to redeem me.

b) Webster defines redeem: "to buy back".

c) Therefore, "we have been bought with a price." 1 Corinthians 7:23

3) Only the blood of Jesus has the power to cleanse us from sin.

(NKJV) 1 John 1 7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.

a) Shout… The blood of Jesus has the power to cleanse me from sin.

i) The blood of Jesus washes us and makes us new.  His blood makes us white as snow.

ii) The blood of Jesus is pure, holy and removes the spots of sin in our life.

b) To cleanse means to wash away, purify, make like new.

4) Only the blood of Jesus has the power to justify us.

(NKJV) Romans 5 8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him.

a) Shout… The blood of Jesus has the power to justify me.

b) To justify means to give good reason for, validate, to excuse, to defend or to substantiate.

c) Jesus’ death on the cross and the blood that was shed was to justify me before the Father.  

5) Only the blood of Jesus has the power to sanctify.

(NKJV) Hebrews 13 11 For the bodies of those animals, whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high priest for sin, are burned outside the camp. 12 Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people with His own blood, suffered outside the gate. 13 Therefore let us go forth to Him, outside the camp, bearing His reproach. 14 For here we have no continuing city, but we seek the one to come. 15 Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name.

a) Shout…The blood of Jesus has the power to sanctify.

b) Sanctify means to bless, consecrate, to make holy, to purify and to approve.

c) In the old system, the animals are killed and the bodies disposed of outside the camp. The blood is then brought inside to the altar as a sacrifice for sin. It's the same with Jesus. He was crucified outside the city gates—that is where he poured out the sacrificial blood that was brought to God's altar to cleanse his people.  13-15So let's go outside, where Jesus is, where the action is—not trying to be privileged insiders, but taking our share in the abuse of Jesus. This "insider world" is not our home. We have our eyes peeled for the City about to come. Let's take our place outside with Jesus, no longer pouring out the sacrificial blood of animals but pouring out sacrificial praises from our lips to God in Jesus' name. 

Conclusion

· This morning, only the blood of Jesus has the power for atonement, to redeem, to justify, to cleanse and to sanctify us.

· There is wonder working power in the blood of Jesus.

· What can wash away my sin? Nothing but the blood of Jesus.
What can make me whole again? Nothing but the blood of Jesus.
Oh! Precious is the flow that makes me white as snow;
No other fount I know, nothing but the blood of Jesus.”

· Let us pray!
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