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Introduction

· This week Thursday, we once again celebrate Thanksgiving.  

· This is a time that we reflect on the goodness of God.  This is a time that we count it all joy and thank God for the countless blessings He has bestowed upon us.

· As Christians, we should have a greater appreciation for Thanksgiving because of what Jesus has done for us on the cross.

· This Thanksgiving let us reflect on the joy, peace, happiness, health, spiritual growth and for our salvation in Christ Jesus. 

· We should be thankful for more than just our material possessions.

· I’m thankful for my salvation, our church family, & the mercy that God showers upon us each day. With Jesus we have so much for which to celebrate on Thanksgiving!

· Our forefathers had "a boundless faith in God." That almost sounds strange today in a time when powerful forces are at work in our nation to strip us of every reminder that the very foundation of our nation was built upon the conviction that we are "one nation, under God." 

· Thanksgiving Day is a distinctive holiday. It doesn’t commemorate a battle or anyone’s birthday or anniversary. It is simply a day set aside to express our nations thanks to our nation’s God.

· This morning, lets look to the Word of God this morning and uncover the truth about Thanksgiving.

(NKJV) Psalm 100   1 Make a joyful shout to the LORD, all you lands!  2 Serve the LORD with gladness; Come before His presence with singing.   3 Know that the LORD, He is God; It is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; We are His people and the sheep of His pasture.  4 Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, And into His courts with praise. Be thankful to Him, and bless His name.  5 For the LORD is good; His mercy is everlasting, And His truth endures to all generations.  

1) THE BASIS OF OUR THANKSGIVING

a) Shout…I am thankful and blessed.

b) Psalm 100 was written for the people of Israel. God said to them, "When you come into the Promised Land, & settle down in your warm homes, and you have plenty to eat, don’t forget Me. I led you out of the wilderness and I brought you into a land flowing with milk & honey."

c) It doesn’t take very long to realize that the people of Israel needed a reminder, and I am afraid that we need it, too.

d) When this Psalm was written. Did you notice to whom it is addressed? The first verse says that it is addressed to "all the lands," and the last verse says that it is includes "all generations." (That is you and me)

e) This message of thanksgiving is so deep & wide that it applies to every person in every era in every stage of life. 

i) There is a real danger in this season of determining our thanksgiving on the basis of how much we have in worldly possessions. (God is not impressed with what you have)

ii) The Psalmist says that all of these things may change at any time. They may drift away, or burn up, or someone may steal them. The only thing we have for sure is our relationship with the Lord. 

f) The 100th Psalm emphasizes that the basis of Thanksgiving is the Lord Jesus Christ. (Look at vs. 1-5). We are to remember that we got here with the help of God, and that He is the provider of every blessing we have. 

2) FIVE THANKSGIVING COMMANDS
a) We find that there is a series of 5 commands given in this Psalm 100. 

b) The first command is in vs. 1, "Shout for joy to the Lord, all you lands." 

i) It means to "shout with the force of a trumpet blast," a shout of joy to the Lord that comes from the very depths of your being.

(1) Lets try that this morning.  Lets give our God some praise!!!

ii) Maybe God has healed your body or mind. Maybe He solved your problem, provided salvation to a love one or gave you financial breakthrough. So from the depths of your being you proclaim your praise.

c) The second command is, "Serve the Lord with gladness." 

i) Notice it does not say, "serve the church." It does not say, "serve the preacher, or serve the leaders, or serve the organization." It says, "serve the Lord."

ii) The Bible teaches that if we witness on behalf of the Lord, if we feed the hungry, if we clothe the naked, if we do the work of the Lord, whatever it might be, we are serving the Lord.

iii) Jesus said, "Inasmuch as you have done it unto the least of these, you have done it unto me." 

iv) It’s natural for us to desire appreciation when we do something that is worthwhile. But the Psalmist says, "In whatever you do, serve the Lord with gladness."

d) The third command is, " Come before His presence with singing.” Another passage says, "Make a joyful noise unto the Lord." And that we can do.

i) Notice in these first 3 commands, God has said, "I want you to be happy. Shout with joy, serve with gladness, & come with joyful songs."

ii) Take a moment and look at the people around you. Do they look happy? Or are they just sitting there with a frown on their faces?

(1) Touch your neighbor….Smile God Loves You!

e) The forth command is, " Know that the LORD, He is God; It is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; We are His people and the sheep of His pasture.”

i) God made us, inside & out. He made you the way He wanted you to be. 

(1) You were made perfect in the image of Christ Jesus. Same DNA.

ii) Somewhere along the way He had you in mind, and He made you. And He is still making us. 

iii) He’s not satisfied with the unfinished product. He’s not satisfied with your temper. He’s not satisfied with the weak areas of your life where you are giving in to temptation. 

iv) So He’s still making us. He’s still working on our lives.

v) God is your maker, and you are created in His image. Therefore give Him thanks for who you are. 

vi) God is saying, "You be the sheep. Let me be the shepherd, and I will lead you beside the still waters and the green pastures. Just let me lead."

f) The fifth command, " Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, And into His courts with praise. Be thankful to Him, and bless His name.  5 For the LORD is good; His mercy is everlasting, And His truth endures to all generations.  

i) In the O.T. the temple gates symbolized the presence of God. So whenever the people came to the temple & entered the courtyards they knew that they had come into the presence of God. 

ii) Oftentimes the place where we meet to worship God is called a "sanctuary," indicating that God is there. But God is everywhere every moment of your life.

iii) This is the source of our thanksgiving. 

Conclusion

· What if we never saw another flower bloom because we grumbled when God sent the rain? 

· What if God took away His message because we wouldn’t listen to His messenger?

· What if He wouldn’t bless us today because we didn’t thank Him yesterday? 

· What if God answered our prayers the way we answer His call for service? 

· What if God decided to stop leading us tomorrow because we did not follow Him today? 

· (NKJV) Psalm 103 10 He has not dealt with us according to our sins, Nor punished us according to our iniquities.
· I pray that this will be a meaningful Thanksgiving week for you and your family. 

· Take time to read the 100th Psalm again. 

· If you’ll listen to those commands, your heart will overflow with thanksgiving to the Lord.

· Happy Thanksgiving!

· Let us pray.
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