The Contained Christian - Part 7

August 22, 2010

Introduction
· This week we will continue our series on the Contained Christian.

· We’ve said that the devil tries to contain the Christian by deception, distracting and keeping us ignorant to the Word of God.

· We know that we have the power!  We have dominion and authority!  We have the seed of the Word of God!  We cannot and will not be contained!

· When we operate in love, the devil can not contain us. 
· God wants us to have far more than what we think or ask. Dream Big.
· The enemy wants to contain us by keeping limits on us in the area of prosperity. (Financial, career, home, health, etc.)
· When we limit God, through a lack of faith in His Word, we actually limit ourselves. 
· The Bible prophesies that in the last days some Believers will turn away from the faith, and give their attention to doctrines that opposes the Word of God. 
· When we harbor negative emotions, we halt our growth process. 
· The fruit of anything is merely the outward manifestation of a root issue. 
· Satan wants us to continue to become more and more selfish. 
· When we rehearse and nurse negative memories and emotions, we become more concerned with practicing self- preservation, which is a form of fear. 
· Fear keeps us locked behind a wall of containment, and it keeps us from demonstrating unconditional love. 
· Let us look to the Word this morning. 
(NKJV) John 8 31 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, “If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. 32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” 

1) Separation from God?
(NKJV) Romans 8  35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?
a) Shout…When I am connected to God, I can not be separated.

b) Many times those closest to us separate us from our decision to operate in unconditional love. (Look around who you hang with)
i) When a loved one challenges our unconditional love for them, we should remain consistent in what we have learned from God’s Word. 

ii) Regardless of the condition, we must remain rooted and grounded in love.

(NKJV) Ephesians 3 16 that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner man, 17 that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love,
iii) When our foundation is love, acts of love will flow from us, despite the situation. 

c) Shout…I am oozing out love!

d) Your natural reaction is to love like Jesus.

e) We must examine our love to be sure it is not fake or hypocritical. 
(NKJV) Romans 12 9 Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is good.
f) Detest, hate, and despise what is evil.  Adhere, grip, or stick to what is good.

i) Hypocrisy is pretending to love someone with the motive of taking advantage of them. 

ii) Our love should be sincere, which means we are always seeking to give others the advantage instead of taking advantage of them.      

g) Since people help us develop in unconditional love, it is not good for us to be alone. We need relationships. (Solid, uplifting, Christian, edifying relationships)
(NKJV) Genesis 2 18 And the LORD God said, “It is not good that man should be alone; I will make him a helper comparable to him.”
i) If we are always alone, we will develop in self-centeredness. 
(1) Example -- A bachelor will get set in his ways.
ii) Unconditional love is a life-long development process. 
iii) Become friendly to get friends.  Make yourself available or friendly.

Conclusion

· Nothing can separate you from the love of God unless you allow it to.  God will always love you no matter what you say or do!  

· God wants you free.  No bondages, slow downs or detours!

· Always stay rooted in unconditional love.  Love without expecting anything in return.

· Make sure you don’t become a fake or hypocritical type Christian.

· Be sincere, giving the other person the advantage.  Don’t love someone to try to manipulate or get something from them.

· Build a core group of friends that believe like you do.  Don’t be alone, get some friends and share your love with them.  

· Be an influence or helpmate in their life.

· Shout…Jesus, I come to you today with my heart open for change.  I do not want to be bound up or contained.  I will walk in unconditional love.  I will love my fellow man like you love them.  Nothing can separate me from the love of Christ.  I am free in Christ.  I am an overcomer.  I can do all things through Christ Jesus who strengthens me.  I will not be contained by the devils tactics.  I will be a contagious Christian.  I will attract people to Jesus. Amen!

· Let us pray.
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