The Contained Christian – Part 3

July 25, 2010
 

Introduction

· This week I want to continue on our series of the Contained Christian.
· This week I want to use the weapon of love to break free from being contained.
· We said that the devil tries to contain the Christian by deception, distracting and keeping us ignorant to the Word of God.

· We need to be more like Abraham and go to where God has called us and do what He said to do. Don’t get boxed in by others.

· We have the power!  We have dominion and authority!  We have the seed of the Word of God!  We cannot and will not be contained!

· We have to watch the gates of our hearts. We must spend more time in His Word.  

· Satan wants to keep us contained in a state of “not having enough” or “never being complete” so that we cannot experience the fullness of God. 

· God wants us to live abundantly with nothing missing, broken, needed, or even wanted in our lives. 

· God wants us to be complete in Him, and enjoy the fullness of life. 

· Let us look at the Word this morning and break out of our containment container.

(NKJV) John 8 31 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, “If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. 32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”

 

1) God wants us to have far more than what we think or ask 
(AMP) Ephesians 3 17May Christ through your faith [actually] dwell (settle down, abide, make His permanent home) in your hearts! May you be rooted deep in love and founded securely on love, 18That you may have the power and be strong to apprehend and grasp with all the saints [God's devoted people, the experience of that love] what is the breadth and length and height and depth [of it]; 19[That you may really come] to know [practically, through experience for yourselves] the love of Christ, which far surpasses mere knowledge [without experience]; that you may be filled [through all your being] unto all the fullness of God [may have the richest measure of the divine Presence, and become a body wholly filled and flooded with God Himself]! 20Now to Him Who, by (in consequence of) the [action of His] power that is at work within us, is able to [carry out His purpose and] do superabundantly, far over and above all that we [dare] ask or think [infinitely beyond our highest prayers, desires, thoughts, hopes, or dreams]--  21To Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations forever and ever. Amen (so be it).

a) Shout….God wants me to have far more than what I think or say.  I will not be contained.
b) The Bible says we can have the fullness of God, which is a life that is complete through Him. Life without limits or being contained.
c) What does it mean to be filled with the fullness of God?
i) It means there is nothing missing or broken in our lives. 
ii) We are complete in Him, with no needs or wants. In other words, we are in a state of peace that passes all understanding.
d) Jesus’ law of love keeps us from being contained.
(NKJV) Matthew 22 37 Jesus said to him, “ ‘You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’
(NKJV) Luke 10 27 So he answered and said, “ ‘You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind,’ and ‘your neighbor as yourself.’”
i) A person’s “strength” is his or her wealth, possessions, and influence in life. Don’t allow the devil to take your strength.
2) God is love.
(NKJV) 1 John 4 7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 8 He who does not love does not know God, for God is love. 
a) Shout…I love my Jesus.
b) When love is our motive, we continually abide in God because He is love.  
i) In all that we do as Christians—praying, giving, obeying, and serving— we must be motivated by love and not selfishness.
ii) When we live and abide in the love of God, we cannot be contained by the enemy. 
iii) Jesus was love and was never contained by the traps or strategies of Satan.
3) Live in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
a) The Holy Spirit pours the love of God in our hearts when we become Christians.
(NKJV) Romans 5 5 Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.
b) We receive power, ability, efficiency, and might when the Holy Spirit comes upon us. 
(AMP) Acts 1 8But you shall receive power (ability, efficiency, and might) when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you shall be My witnesses in Jerusalem and all Judea and Samaria and to the ends (the very bounds) of the earth. 
i) The enemy has placed a wall of containment around us because many of us do not know that the power we receive from the Holy Spirit is love.
c) The gift of God within us is love. 
i) God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of love, power, and a sound mind (2 Timothy 1:7). Fear does not come from God. 
ii) Satan wants us to fear things that God has said will not come to pass.
4) Who ever we love, we honor. 
a) Shout…I will love and honor Jesus Christ.
b) Honor the Lord with your substance; esteem Him higher than material things.
i) The woman with the alabaster box valued Jesus more than the precious perfume she owned.
(NKJV) Matthew 26 6 And when Jesus was in Bethany at the house of Simon the leper, 7 a woman came to Him having an alabaster flask of very costly fragrant oil, and she poured it on His head as He sat at the table. 8 But when His disciples saw it, they were indignant, saying, “Why this waste? 9 For this fragrant oil might have been sold for much and given to the poor.” 10 But when Jesus was aware of it, He said to them, “Why do you trouble the woman? For she has done a good work for Me. 11 For you have the poor with you always, but Me you do not have always. 12 For in pouring this fragrant oil on My body, she did it for My burial. 13 Assuredly, I say to you, wherever this gospel is preached in the whole world, what this woman has done will also be told as a memorial to her.”
ii) She esteemed Jesus higher than wealth, and gave out of her honor and affection for Him. 
iii) When we honor God and show Him our affections, we can not be contained by the devil.  Satan opposes honor and love.
Conclusion
· When we operate in love, the devil can not contain us. 
· God wants us to have far more than what we think or ask. 

· When we walk in the fullness of God, we lack nothing.  We live without limits.
· When we live and abide in love we will never be contained.
· We receive power, ability, efficiency, and might when the Holy Spirit comes upon us.  
· The Holy Spirit frees us!
· Shout…Today I will operate in love.  Today I choose to walk in the fullness of God.  I will lack no good thing.  I will live and abide in love.  The Holy Spirit dwells inside of me.  I am free!  I am not a contained Christian.  I am a contagious Christian.  I love my God.  I will honor Him will all that I have.  Bless me today Jesus.  Amen.
· Let us pray.
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