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Introduction

· Last week we started on a series about the “Contained Christian.”

· We said that we must take a stand to bind the devil and his assignments against us.
· We cannot allow deception or distractions of the enemy to box you up and contain you.
· We must understand the enemy and this ways.  We are in a spiritual fight.
· Lay aside every weight or sin and don’t get distracted or side tracked on the issues.  Focus on Jesus.  
· In every challenge we face, we have an enemy—Satan—and he doesn’t fight fair. 

· He identifies our weaknesses and attacks us in those areas. 

· However, we can easily win when we use the weapons with which God has equipped us. 

· The mind is the arena of faith; it is where we lose or win the battles in our lives

· Let us look to the Word of God today!

(NKJV) John 8 31 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, “If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. 32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”

1) The devil uses strategies to contain us.
a) Deception.  We must know the truth and continue in it for it to make us free. 
i) Shout…I am free because I know the truth.  I cannot be contained.
ii) It is when we apply and continue in the truth that we are set free.
iii) When you abide, stand up for, partake in, decree and declare the Word, deception will not take place in your life.

iv) We must not deceive ourselves; whatever we sow, we are going to reap.
(NKJV) Galatians 6 7 Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap.

b) Distraction. A distraction is an intrusion of the mind that causes confusion. We must keep our minds focused on Jesus. 
i) We must know the Word so that when distractions come, we can recognize them.
(1) In the story about Mary and Martha, Martha was distracted. Unlike Mary, who sat at the feet of Jesus, Martha was consumed with serving to the point where she neglected the most important duty, which was to sit at the feet of Jesus.
(2) The enemy uses subtle tactics to distract us. He will even use our service to God, and our noble works. 
ii) He tries to get us to become worried, frantic, overly anxious, and overwhelmed with too many tasks.     
c) Ignorance. The people of God are destroyed because of a lack of knowledge.
(NKJV) Hosea 4 6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected knowledge, I also will reject you from being priest for Me; 
Because you have forgotten the law of your God, I also will forget your children. 7 “ The more they increased, The more they sinned against Me; 
I will change their glory into shame. 
i) In Hebrew, destroy means “cut off”; therefore, we are cut off when we do not know God and His Word. 
ii) Satan wants to keep us ignorant of God’s provision and His blessings so we come up short in certain areas. 
iii) The devil has blinded the eyes of the unbeliever. Keeps them in the dark.
2) God told Abraham to get away from those who were framing his thinking in a negative way.
(NKJV) Genesis 12 1 Now the LORD had said to Abram: “Get out of your country, From your family And from your father’s house, To a land that I will show you. 2 I will make you a great nation; I will bless you And make your name great; And you shall be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, And I will curse him who curses you; And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 

a) God wanted Abraham to gain the attitude of being a blessing instead of just being blessed. 
i) God’s intent was to bless Abraham so that he could be a blessing. 
b) God has blessed us to be a blessing to others. He has given us the power to get wealth.
(NKJV) Deuteronomy 8 18 “And you shall remember the LORD your God, for it is He who gives you power to get wealth, that He may establish His covenant which He swore to your fathers, as it is this day.

c) Lets look at the power God has given us.  It was not to contain the Christian.
d) There are two gifts God gave all mankind.
(NKJV) Genesis 1 26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 27 So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. 28 Then God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 
i) The first gift is dominion (and authority, which is the right to command). 
ii) The second gift is “seed.”
e) The Word of God is seed that is incorruptible; it will never fail. 
i) The Word of God will stand forever.
f) The heart, or spirit of a man, is the ground where Word seeds are planted. 
i) Whatever is in your heart will bring forth a harvest; for out of it (the heart) flows the issues of life.
ii) Seeds are planted through the “gates” of our hearts: our eyes, ears, and mouths. 
iii) We must watch over our gates and not allow bad seeds to come into our hearts. 
iv) In addition, we must be sure we are consistently putting the seed of God’s Word within us. 
v) We must take care of the Word seed planted in our hearts by nourishing and protecting it, and keeping out all intruders.  
g) Honor and success are connected.  
i) When we honor God, we allow His Word to determine our decisions.
ii) When we honor Him with our money, we have abundance. 
iii) If we do not know the purpose for money, we will abuse it. We must be willing to be a blessing, and sensitive to God’s direction.
iv) Lack comes into our lives when we dishonor God through disobedience.
v) The good life (enjoying our lives, work, success, and wealth) is a gift from God.   
Conclusion

· Shout…The devil is a liar.

· The devil tries to contain the Christian by deception, distracting and keeping us ignorant to the Word of God.

· Right now, the devil is distracting Christians with all the world crisis and the political issues and the crumbling economy!

· Lets be like Abraham and go to where God has called us and do what He said to do. Lets not get our world framed by the words of others or take the bait of Satan.

· We should be blessed to be a blessing, not contained and jacked up where we can’t help someone out.

· We have the power!  We have dominion and authority!  We have the seed of the Word of God!  We cannot and will not be contained!

· We have to watch the gates of our hearts. We must spend more time in His Word.  

· Shout…Today is the day I take the top off the container.  Today is the day I live without limits.  I can soar like an eagle for Jesus.  The view is great when you are on top. I am blessed.  I have the power.  I have the dominion.  I have the authority.  I have the seed of the Word. I am on top and not beneath.  I will honor God with my money.  I will be obedient.  I will not be distracted, deceived or ignorant to the Word of God.  Blinders are being lifted off today.  Thank you Jesus for this new found freedom in you.  Amen.

· Let us pray!

Salvation call / Altar Call
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